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Pur fol e 


publiſhed AT” 
them as were entirely of a public nature 
are now reprinted: together; and, for the 
ſubject, may be cotifi ered. as complete, 
Fhe very.fow which followed in the ori- 
ginal publication, being rather on ſub- 


not intereſting now, would be 


t hought undeſerving of regard. 


The matters of "which licks: — 5 7s 


treat are undoubted] y. of great conſe= 


1 being a very important brancłi 
0 


our national trade, and the preſerva= 


tion and adminiſtration of ſuch acquired 


territories, as would be ſufficient to con- 
; itute a great kingdom. 
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I. 

The Author of them, whoever he be, 
has taken-much pains to expoſe the ig- 
norance and guilt of ſome paſt Admini- 
ſtrations, the venality and ſubſerviency 
of Parliaments, and the frauds and cor- 
ruptions of Eaſt-India Directors, in the 
many powers of abuſe which have been 
granted on one ſide, and acquired on 
the other: inſomuch, that the conſti- 
tution has been repeatedly violated; the 
rights of the people invaded, or ſacri- 
ficed ; the intereſt of the kingdom miſ- 
taken, or e and, in fine, that 

operty of the ſtate injuriouſly bargained 
| 82 ich probably hm — | be en- 
dangered by the inabilities, or worſe, of 
thoſe who have acquired a power to miſ- 
manage it. He likewiſe points out many 
imperſections in the conſtitution of the 
Company, and alſo various abuſes which 
have already been practiſed; (as well as 
others that rationally may be expected 
hereafter to be introduced) which, in 

their. conſequences, have already pro- 
_ duced, and naturally muſt continue to 
produce fatal effects to thoſe countries, 
3 ä © > 5 as 


i V 34 | | 
as they: likewiſe may do to this king 


dom, if adequate remedies be not r 
diſcovered and appliet. 


Our national affairs were lately y thought | 


to be in ſo critical a ſituation, as greatly 


to affect public credit and the funds: and 


thoſe of the Company, in India at leaſt, 


are generally believed to be in ſuch at 


preſent ; chiefly from the many acts of 
tyranny, rapine, oppreſſion, injuſtice, and 
violence that have of late been practiſed, 
as well with regard to many abies of 


this kingdom, as to the miſerable and 
hel pleſs natives and others. It is, there- 


fore, high time for the proprietors of In- 
dia Stock, and the people of this king- 
dom at large, but ſtill more particularly 
for the legiſlature, to think * of 
theſe matters, 

But as things are now. cireum- 
ſtanced with us, particularly in regard 
to our national debt and taxes, as well 


as the ſtate of our trade and condition of 


our finances, the conquered territories in 
India ſhould be conſidered as objects pe- 

culiarl y intereſting: to ſtock-holders, for 
the 


ny 
the ſupport” of dividends, ind" the vali 
wit thoſe ich- 
en ci oper * el dep reda- 
tions; grofs miſip pplications, iy the 
plunder of rom as well by diminu- 
tions of produce as froth waſte; and to 
the genera? cortimunity, for having 7 5 
| feventies ſo managed, as, that afar g 
io tharr is at prefeftt; mi 
15 ce to ce h ſervice of the oh Fs 
or the caſkment ok, b burthetis, by the 
diſcharge of pi bts ka ſhort, 1 
thoſe revenues Ae 1 Boriourably ma 
theinfroments of our national 8 Fins 
rib, it ic greatly” to Be abel, fror 0 
wicked uſes that ray Be lade f then, 
they will proye fat fata inftitinjehts of ruin 
back to the cbiſtitution 4hid kingdom. 
In a country of freedom, as this cof- 

tinues yet to be, the public initereſt and 
welfare are every man's coficerns, betauſe 
le chult im ſomé degree partake in All the 
Hdvittitages or mae of his coutitry. 
Oh which confiderations, theſe papers 
are nbw re-publiſhed; af they 55 
| nll information' Which may de uſefur 
at 6 


[ vi 1 
at this time, when there is the probabl- 
lity of a ſerious parliamentary enquiry 
into theſe very momentous matters ; of 
the neceſſity of which, as the nation ap- 
pears to be fully convinced, fo we ſhould 
hope it will prove effectual, for ſatisfac- 
torily anſwering every. wiſe and good 
purpoſe that can be expected from the 
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NATIONAL MIRROR. 


NUMBER I. 
Nov. 18, 1768: 


H E preſent Rate of the nation, as it is 
delineated in a pam hlet publiſned under 
that title, contains ſuch truths as cannot 
but alarm the apprehenſions, not only of 
dle who yet feel affection for their country, but of 
thoſe alſo who love themſelves alone. What adds to 
this formidable repreſentation of things is this cir- 
cumſtance, that the difficulties and diſtreſſes under 
which we labour and are oppreſſed, appear to be 
irremediable by thoſe means which the author of 
the preceding pamphlet hath propoied. But, that I 
may not be arraigned with having advanced this aſ- 
ſertion on inſufficient reaſons, I ſhall tranſcribe the 
following paſſage from the publication above-men- 
tioned, and attempt to evince the impracticability of 
effecting the ends of paying off the national debt, by 
the ſyſtem which the writer of it has Jaid down. 
© The charge upon the ſinking fund for the ſup- 
port of the peace-eſtabliſhment, being thus reduced 
to ſo ſmall a ſum as 348, oo0 l. ſhould that fund con- 
tinue to produce, as it has done upon the loweſt me- 
Guin ſince the peace, there would remain to be taken 
A from 


1347 | 
from it upwards of 1,%90,0001. to be applied in dif 
charge of the public debts. An able finance miniſter, 
with ſuch a ſurplus in his hands, would not find it 
impracticable to induce the proprietors of the irre- 
deemable four per cent. annuities, to ſubſcribe their 
terms, and take an intereſt of three per cent. imme- 
„ That operation would add 200,0001. to the ſur- 
plus of the 3 fund; and when there were in it 
two millions, to be applied in diſcharge of debt, the 
difficulties of the nation might be ſaid to be over. 

« Every payment of two millions would reduce 

the charge for intereſt 600, oo l. and taxes to that 

amount might be redeemed and taken off the people 
of Great Britain, in every year, while peace continued; 

and what nation in Europe would think of com- 

mencing war with her, when they ſaw her maintains 

ſo formidable a peace-eſtabiiſhment, and with à clear 

ſurplus revenue of two millions, with which to aug- 

ment her forces on the firſt hoſtile appearance, with- 

out impoſing any new tax, or making any new loan. 

« Every year of peace, if theſe meaſures were 
purſued, would bring with it a ſecurity for the con- 
M tinuance of the public tranquillity, as Great Britain 
would continually find freſh motives to preſerve it, 
and other ſtates would find it Jeſs fate to provoke her 
to a rupture with them.” . 

As I have not entered upon the publication of this 


e TEC 


= : paper, through the leaſt inclination of differing in fir 
opinion from the author of The State of the Nation, I, 
but for the ſake of effecting thoſe purpoſes which he thi 

fo ardently deſires, and to which his method mult all 

rove ineffectual, I ſhall make no objections to the ch 

friſt paragraph of the paſſage above: tranſcribed, - but wi 

conſider things in that ſtate in which he ſuppoles that the 

two millions a year, ſurplus, are actually running ab 

into the ſinking e and whetlier, in that ſituation, eng 

bei 


the difficulties of the nation may be ſaid to be * 
a | | The 
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The national debt conſiſts of more than 140, ooo, ooo. 
the ſinking fund ariſes from that ſurplus of the re- 
ſpective taxes which exceeds the intereſt of thoſe 
ms of money for which they are mortgaged. Two 
millions per annum being the ſurplus of the finking 
fund, will therefote diſcharge 140, ooo, ooo l. in ſe- 
venty years; but then, in order to preſerve this ſur- 
plus, all the taxes muſt be continued from which theſe 
two millions flow into that ſinking fund; for, with- 
out ſuch continuance, the paying off two millions, 
at the end of one year, will neceſſarily reſcind ſome 
part of the reſources which are to furniſh a like two 
millions in the next; and thus the diſcharging the 
national debt will avert the very means by which it is 
propoſed to be diſcharged. For example: On the 
three ſhillings per barrel duty on beer, impoſed in the 
year 1761, there were borrowed twelve millions, the 
intereſt of which amounts to 488, 250l. per annum, 
as it is ſtated in the pamphlet. This duty of three 
ſhillings per barrel bringing in on a medium 500, oool. 
there remains a ſurplus of 11,7501, which annually 
runs into the ſinking fund. Let us now ſuppoſe that 
the annual two millions be applied to the diſcharge of 
this tax on beer, the twelve millions will then be paid 
in fix years; but at the ſame time the ſurplus which 
ariſes from that tax will gradually leſſen, as the debt 
is diſcharged, and at the end of ſix years, when the 
whole twelve millions are paid, the ſurplus of the 
ſinking fund will be reduced from two millions, to 
1,988;250]. per annum. In this manner of leſſening 
the debts, the power of paying them muſt diminiſh 
alſo, through the whole courſe of their being diſ- 
charged. The finking fund will therefore decreaſe 
with every payment of the taxes which ſupply it 
thence it will reſult, though the ſurplus of every tax 
above the intereſt of the money for which it is 
engaged be not exactly ſimilar to the preceding on 
beer, that the time of Tilden the. whole debt mn 
| 1 


*.. a _ 
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. Ws 
be extended in proportion as the reſpective debts on 
thoſe particular duties are diſcharged, which conſti- 
tute the exiſtence of the ſinking fund; and thus, in- 
ſtead of ſeventy years, it may be twice that number 
before the Whole is paid off. For although the 5 8 
ment of every two millions will certainly reduce the 


charge for intereſt 60, O00 l. it is evident that taxes to 


that amount cannot be taken off in every year while 
peace continues, becauſe the two millions ſo applied, 
at the ſame time that they take off ſo much of the 
debt, take off alſo ſo much of the tax as contributes, 


by its amount, to form the ſurplus of two millions. 


Whoever therefore ſhould pay off the national debt 


by diſcharging the ſums of money which are impoſed 


on the reſpective objects, which, by their exceſs be- 
yond the intereſt for which they are engaged, create 
the ſinking fund, will reſemble that gardener, who 


ſhould cut off the great bearing branches of his trees, 


and ſtill expect the ſmall. ones to produce as much 
fruit as before; or a farmer, who, intending to water 
his meadows: by an overflowing of a ſtream, -ſhould 
previouſly avert the ſource from whence it is derived. 
Hence it evidently. appears, that the two millions 
ariſing in the manner, and to be applied in the me- 
thod propoſed in The State of tbe Nation, can never 
be produced by the ſinking fund, for a longer term 
than one year, if thoſe taxes are redeemed which gave 
that fund its exiſtence. The national debt will therefore 
take up an immenſe time in being thus diſcharged, and 
the difficulties of the nation cannot be ſaid to be over, 
ſhould that plan of payment be adopted by the nation. 
It may be juſtly ſaid, that there are other taxes to 


be paid off, which either do not produce the full in- 


tereft of thoſe ſums of money which have been bor- 


rowed of them, or only that ſum which is ſufficient, 


to the intereſt ; and therefore that ſuch may be diſ- 
charged without leſſening the ſurplus of the ſinking 


fund. This is, indeed, an incontrovertible truth = 


BY -; 


| „ PI = 
by paying off the debts on thoſe taxes which do not 
produce the intereſt of that money for which they 
were mortgaged, ariſes a removal of that tax, but 
the ſinking fund is as much increaſed as that tax was 
inadequate to the diſcharging the intereſt for which 
it was engaged, becauſe: the deficiency of that tax 
was made up from that fund. Setter tat - 
Thus, by paying off the money borrowed on the 
duties of Gum Senega, at 12,0001. and producing 
but 2000 l. and on window - lights, eſtimated at 45, ooo 1. 
and producing but 20001. the nation will ſave all that 
is paid by the ſinking fund, to compenſate for the 
cabling of the intereſt in-the revenue ariſing from 
theſe taxes; and where the tax produces the intereſt, 
and no more, in that caſe, by the diſcharging of the 
debt, the ſinking fund can Joſe nothing, and the 
people will be eaſed. But as there are no conſiderable 
number of taxes which do not produce a ſum ex- 
ceeding the intereſt which they are deſtined to pay, 
the nation can receive no conſpicuous alleviation of 
her impoſt by theſe means, and when ſuch duties are 
redeemed, the ſame difficulty will recur in the diſ- 
charging of thoſe taxes, the ſurplus of which runs 
into the ſinking fund, as hath been already related. 
| Beſides the preceding methods, there is yet another, 
in which the ſurplus of two millions may be applied 
towards the diſcharging of the national debt. For 
inſtance, thoſe two millions may be applied to pur- 
chaſe two millions of ſtock, the debt and tax ſtill 
ſubſiſting; and thus the nation, purchaſing from the 
individual ſtockholders their 1 ſums in the 
funds, becomes debtor to the nation. In this manner, 
if it be ſuppoſed that the 12, 000, oo0 l. borrowed on 
the three ſhillings per barrel duty on beer, be pur- 
chaſed in ſix years, and the tax ſtill permitted to re- 
main; the ſinking fund, inſtead of being leſſened 
11,70 l. will be augmented 488, 250 l. per annum. 
Thus, i nib in this manner, that is, by pur- 


| chafing 


T2 
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" FEI ſtock, and continuing the tax, the 1 meang 
of diſcharging the deþt will be vaſtly facilitated, and 
the liquidation of the whole be not very remote. But 


as during the time of paying off the debt in this 
ere the taxes which fans; Fork the ſinking fund 
as? 25 arp. can the preſent oppreſſion of 

_ manufactories, ariſing from thoſe _ be ſuf. 
rained during ſo long a time? Will our trade not 
decline beyond the power of being renovated, before 
that payment be accompliſhed ? And under ſuch cir. 
cumſtances, will the — fund itſelf produce the two 
millions, as it is ſuppoſed in The State of the Nation ? 
Beſides theſe objections, will it be prudent to permit 
ſo immenſe” a revenue as that of 4,993,1441. which 
is now paid as intereſt on the loans, together with 
2,000, o00l. ſurplus of the ſinking fund, and 348, oo0l. 
taken from that fund, and applied in the pamphlet 


to the current expences of the year, making in the 


whole not leſs than an annual income of 7, 341, 144l. 
to run into the hands of an adminiſtration, which, 

in future times, if our repreſentatives ſhould ever 
x Rn fo perfectly corrupt as to prefer their own 
intereſt to that of the nation, may be more than ſuf- 


ficient to ſupplant, not only the authority of the King, 


but the rights, liberties, and privileges of the people? 
On this account, though this ſuggeſtion be, at preſent, 
within the reach of imagination only, the repreſen- 
tatives of the people will, moſt certain by be extreme] 
vigilant and averſe from entryſting any miniſtry mich 
the reception and diſpoſition of ſo vaſt a ſum, which, 
it is not impoſſible, may be applied to purpoſes totally 
repugnant to its original deſtination. 


Beſides the three preceding, there occurs not to my 


mind another method in which the two millions can 
be applied to the paying off the national debt; and 
neither of theſe ſeems adequate to the removing of 


the evils under which we ſuffer, nor the averting of 


me menaces with which we mop be threatened. And 
- 2 
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9 
yet, ſuch is the ſituation of things, the completion 
of either of theſe methods, could it be carried into 
execution, muſt be attended with an uninterrupted 
peace. Let me now examine if ſuch a ſtate of tran- 
quillity is reaſonably to be expected, from what the 
author has laid down in his pamphlet, in theſe words, 
« and what nation in Europe would think of com- 
mencing war with her, when they ſaw her maintaining 
Jo formidable a peace: eſtabliſnment, and with a clear 
ſurplus revenue of two millions, with which to aug- 
ment her forces on the firſt hoſtile appearance, with- 
out impoſing any new tax, or making any new loan.” 

From the Revolution in 1689, to the year 1762, 
incluſive, Wwe have had four wars with France; is it 
therefore to be imagined that we ſhall remain in peace 
with that kingdom till the time that the national debt 
| ſhall be diſcharged? I think no ſenſible man will con- 
clude we ſhall. During theſe wars we have incurred 
a debt. of 14047 45:96 1 and in the laſt war, which 
continued not full eight years, we ran in debt, of the 
preceding ſum, 75,087,9451, this ſum, on a medium, 
is annually 9, 383, 992 l. beſides · choſe taxes which were 
raiſed within the year. 

Now, as I cannot diſcern any juſt reaſon to believe, 
that the next war will be conducted with more cco- 
nomy than the laſt, I do not ſee. in what manner a 
clear revenue of two millions per annum can conſti- 
tute ſo formidable a peace: eſtabliſſiment; or that no 
nation in Europe would think of commencing hoſti- 
lities with Great Britain; I am apprehenſive it will 
have a contrary effect. 4 ; | | 
That theſe two millions will not be ſufficient - to 
ſupply the exigencies of the war, is evinced from the 
hiſtory of all thoſe taxes which have intervened ſince 
the Revolution. The ſupplies. therefore which are to 
ſupport another war, muſt be raiſed by new loans, 
and the intereſt of the money borrowed: muſt be paid 
either by the impoſition of new duties, the augment- 


ws 


s 1 
ing the old, or from the ſurplus of the ſinking fund. 
But the author of The Preſent State of the Nation 
agrees, that little is to be expected from new impoſts, 
and the reaſon of it is evident; ninety- nine, in every 
hundred perſons, already fpend the whole incomes 
which ariſe from their labour or property; if a new 
tax be laid on, or an old one enereaſed on any neceſſary 


of life, and no others can produce a ſufficient ſur, 
that neceſſary will require more money -to be pur- 


chaſed than before. The conſumers muſt therefore 
-purchaſe leſs of this, or of ſome other commodities 
already taxed, than before the laying on of this tax, 
becauſe they cannot ſpend more than their whole in- 


comes, and that article ſo taxed. will be dearer. If 


they buy the ſame quantity of the latter as before the 
new taxation, the ſum which is gained on that tax 
will be loſt in che others, of which they muſt buy 
leſs: or if they buy leſs of that which is taxed, the 
duty which is laid on it will not be productive of a 
greater ſum than before that tax was impoſed; be- 
cauſe what may be gained by the increaſe of the tax- 
ation, will be loſt in the diminution of the quantity 
which is ſold. Hence it is evident, that the preſent 
revenue is inſuſceptible of any conſiderable encreaſe. 
The two millions ſurplus, in the ſinking fund, is 
therefore that reſource to which alone we muſt apply 
for the intereſt of new loans, whenever a war ſhall 


break out between this realm and any other potentate, 


and better ſucceſs we can hardly expect than we then 
had. Will then the ſupplies be raiſed at a ſmaller 
EXPENCE in a new war than they were in the laſt ? Will 


the ſinking of the ſtocks on ſuch a rupture be leſs 


than during our late ſucceſſes ? Will not the pre- 
miums for new loans therefore be equal to thoſe 
given inthe laſt war, which were 33 per cent.? And, 
in conſequence of this proceeding, will not the ſur- 
plus of two millions be totally exhauſted in finding 
1ntereſt for the loans, in a war of much leſs duration 
ugh than 
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chan that of eight years? It does not therefore appe 
to my — TK that the ſtate of affairs, ſo liel, 
as the author of 'The State of tbe Nation'lays it down, 
can be a formidable object to any one potentate in 
Europe; and to the preceding reaſons I ſhall ſubjoin 
the ſucceeding, which ſtrengthen theſe arguments 
which I have already offered. DG oo > 
During the continuance of the late hoſtilities, the 
French, according: to the poſition of the preceding 
author, raiſed their ſupplies within the reſpective years, 
they are therefore at preſent in as good a'ſituation to 
recommence hoſtilities, as they were to undertake 
them before the laſt rupture. Whereas we are loaded 
with a debt of 73, o8, 943 L and with the payment 
of an intereſt of 2, 614, 892 l. more than before that 
time. Such being the reſpective ſituation of the two 
kingdoms, in what view will the eſtabliſhment pro- 
poſed in the pamphlet be ſ% formidable, that no nation 
in gs will think of commencing war with us ? Should 
we make treaties to that purpoſe ! Lord have mercy 
upon 1g, and incline their hearts to keep that law. 
It.ſeems therefore no inconſiderate concluſion to infer, 
that the evils, which are ſo juſtly deſcribed in The 
State f the Nation, are irremediable by the means 
which the author of «it. hath propoſed. 
Notwithſtanding: that this examination of the pre- 
ceding part of 7 he State of the Nation does certainly 
encreaſe the gloomineſs of the proſpect, there is yet 
no vaſt reaſon to tremble for the fate of Britain, or 
for her ſubjects to deſpond; though the antecedent 
method be inſufficient to the pu s required, there 
are others which are adequate to the requiſition. 
Theſe I ſhall lay before my countrymen, and their 
ſucceſs will prove inevitable, if the duty of their Re- 
preſentatives be exerted with that vigour and integrity, 
which alone is equal to the importance of that charge 
to which they are delegated, and according to thoſe 
_ remedies which juſtice calls for, and the preſent op- 
9 21 B |  portunities 
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portunities hold forth. The moment is at hand, when 
we muſt either emerge from our diſtreſs and impo- 
tence, or be for ever drowned in the vaſt abyſs of 
taxation, debt, and ſubjection. It is therefore the 
indiſpenſible duty, not only of every Repreſentative 
of the people to exert himſelf to the accompliſhin 

of our preſervation, but of the conſtituents ta 2 
their members, and to require their aſſiſtance to the 
perfecting of that happy purpoſe; and whoever is re- 
miſs in this moſt eſſential of all human obligations, is 


an enemy to his country and himſelf: for this reaſon 
I have preſumed to hold up the mirror to your eyes, 


that you may truly behold, not only the perilous 
ſituation in which you ſtand, but the remedies by 
which your ſufferings may- be alleviated, and your 
ancient power and felicity reſtoreed . 


NUMBER II. | 
Nov. 19, 1768, 


HE method and the: means propoſed by the 
author of The Preſent State of the Nation, having 

been ſhewn, in the preceding number, to be both in- 
applicable and inadequate to the diſcharging of the 
public debt, and the reſtoring of the kingdom to her 
ancient power and reſpect among the nations, it is 
evident that ſome more effectual meaſures muſt be 


found to accompliſh thoſe purpoſes, or that a national 


bankruptcy, whatever be the ſucceſſes of our fleets 
and armies, muſt prove to be the inevitable event of 
a New War, Happily for the nation, there are ſtill 
reſources in the ſtate, by which many millions may 
be ſpeedily raiſed for the payment of the public 
debts, the realm be reſtored to her native importance, 
her commerce encouraged and enlarged, her ſubjects 


reinſtated 
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-reiſtared in their juſt tights, liberties, and advantages; 
and the moſt deſerving of the community, all who 


toil and labour in want and penury, in order to ſup- 
Ply eaſe; riches, and felicity to the reſt, be reſcued 
from tlie fangs of thoſe oppreſſors, under whom they 
have ſo long groaned, and from whom they have re- 


ceived fo fmall an alleviation of their miſeries. 


Our poſſeſſions and our trade in Aſia are the firſt 


objects which ſhall be conſidered as capable of ſup- 


plying immenſe reſources for the payment of the public 
debt; the revenues of the conquered lands, the ex- 
tenſion of the Aſiatic commerce; are ſources from 
whence the nation may receive ſuch 22 advan- 
tages; as will infallibly revive her trade, reſtore her 
power, and alleviate the diſtreſſes of the 

From the product of this ſource, the legiſlature hath 
already applied four hundred thouſand pounds a 
year, for a ſhort duration, to the exigencies of ſtate; 
This ſum they either hau the right of obliging the 
Eaſt India Company to contribute, or they had not 
thut right; if the act of the legiſlature,” which ſub- 


zected them to that payment, be rather an arbitrary 


ftretch of power than an exertion of juſt and con- 
ſtitutional authority; it may be deemed a hardſhip 
and violence on the proprietors of Eaſt India ſtock ; 
but if jr be conſentaneous with that power which 
conſtitutionally reſides in the legiſlature, and is indi- 
viſible from an upright diſcharge of that obligation 
to which every repreſentative of the people is indiſ- 
penſibly bound, it will be equally juſt to derive all 
thoſe advantages to the public, which are under the 
ſame predicament, and ſtill retained in the hands of 
the Eaſt India Company. For certain it is, that 
neither the rectitude nor injuſtice of obliging the 
Company to contribute the preceding ſum, can con- 
iſt in the quantity of money required for national 
ſervice, but in the means and meaſures, the obſer- 
vance or the violation of the rights and authority by 
me : - M9 which 


- which the powers who obliged them, and the Com- 


. pany e are conſtitutionally inveſted. 

There is no intention in the writer of theſe papers 

either to ſerve the purpoſes of Miniſters, or to aid the 

vigour of oppoſition, to cenſure the conduct of the 

— or preſent Directors, to recommend the Houſe 
iſt, 


or that of the other Proprietors, or to invade 


the rights of private property, under the name of 


public good; it is to examine how far the powers, 
-which the Eaſt India Company have aſſumed and 
exerciſed, are conſtitutionally impacted either by 
royal grants or acts of parliament, and how far that 
Company have obſerved or tranſgreſſed the rules which 
thoſe laws and charters have preſcribed them for their 
conduct. | Ns | 

And in this refearch, if it fhall be evinced, that 
the royal prerogative hath been arbitrarily extended 
to the injury of the ſtate; that the Commons may 
poſſibly have exceeded that authority with which they 
art entruſted by the people; that the territorial re- 
venues of our conqueſts in Aſia are the indiſputable 
property of the nation, and not of individuals; that 
the Aſiatic commerce is ſuſceptible of vaſt improve- 
ments; that the excluſion of the ſubjects in general, 
dy a pernicious monopoly, is both unwarrantable and 
oppreſſive; that the powers of raiſing armies, and of 
exerciſing military law, of declaring war and con- 
cluding peace, are ſuch grants as are not only, ſub- 
verſive of the rights and liberties of Engliſumen, but 
repugnant alſo to the law of nations; that this Com- 
any, with all theſe indefenfible conceſſions of ſove- 
reignty, have nevertheleſs exceeded the limits of the 
acts and charters which have been made in their fa- 
vour, and vill receive no injuſtice by the abrogation 


of them; that the meaſures to be purſued are both 


juſt and practicable; that millions muſt thence ariſe, 
by which the public debt may be ſuddenly diminiſned, 
and totally diſcharged, at no great diſtance of time: 
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1: am perſuaded chat object will be carried vigorouſly 


into execution, both by the legiſlature and the mi- 
niſtry. For it will hardly be conteſted that the: legit” 
lative 5 an indiſputable authority to ſoften 
the diſtreſſes, to promote the felicity, and to reſtore 
the honour and the powers of the nation by all juſti- 
fiable meaſures; ſuch: conduct is a duty inſeparable 
from the idea of repreſentation by the Commons of 
the realm, and their conſtituents have an indubitable 
claim to that ſervice, from thoſe whom they have 
delegated to be the guardians of their rights. 
The author of The Preſent State of the Nation, in 
his eſtimate of thoſe revenues which are to ſupply 
the annual exigencies of ſtate, and the ſurplus of the 
ſinking fund, hath: propoſed: but four hundred thous 
ſand pounds to be yearly derived from our territories 
in Aſia; and this, notwithſtanding he allows tbe ſuub- 
jefts in Aſia can raiſe a ſurplus revenue of a milllion and 
a half. As he hath not been pleaſed: to aſſign his 
reaſons either for limiting their annual payment to four 
hundred thouſand pounds, or the income of the re- 
venues to a million and half, I am not enabled to 
judge of the propriety of thoſe motives which deter- 
mined him to fix on theſe reſpective ſums. And as 
I am credibly informed that Lord Clive, in his letters 


do the Directors, hath eſtimated the Dewane at two 


millions and a half, I ſhall adopt neither of the pre- 

ceding ſums, but conſider the Aſiatic” revenues as 
productive of two millions, as they are laid down in 
the Eaſt India Examiner; and to this concluſion I am 


induced by the calculations which that writer hath 


publiſhed, and which have hitherto remained uncon- 
troverted by thoſe whoſe intereſt and whoſe inelina- 
tions would certainly have urged them to the attempt, 
had not the ſtate of that eſtimate. been impracticable 
to be refuted. Beſides which, the ſum aſſigned in 
the Examiner being the medium between thoſe in 
The Preſent State of the Nation, and in Lord Clive's 
ii N | | „ „ 
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1 is a farther reaſon for its Sen adopted iff 
; theſe' papers. 
If this — be appropriated to the exigencies of 
national affairs, many are the millions which may be 
ſpeedily: borrowed on thoſe revenues; the public debt 
ow be vaſtly leſſened, and thoſe taxes removed which 
ſent. oppreſs the trade and commerce of the 
ew and have reduced the nation to a preſent de- 
* and impotence. And if thoſe duties are 
diſcharged; which either do not produce the in- 
tereſt of thoſe ſums which are borrowed on them, or 
ſuch only as are equivalent to that intereſt, the ſur- 
plus of the ſinking fund will be enlar b the pay- 
ment of the former, and not dimini that of 
the latter; and the people will be — of their 
oppreſſions by the diſcharge of both: at the fame 
time that ſurplus will, by ſuch an application of the 
money borrowed on the Aſiatic revenues, be ſtill 


_ Proportionally/ continued, as the debts are paid off, 


and lend its aid in the diſcharging of the taxes under 
which we labour. | 

Such a meaſure, once catried into execution, would 
inevitably effect all the purpoſes: propoſed in The Pre- 
ſent State of the Nation, and maintain ſo formidable a 
Peace eſtabliſpment, that every year of peace will bring 


with it a ſecurity for the public tranquillity,” and other 


fates will find it leſs Jafe to conn Great Britain to 4 
nene with them. 

Of this truth the 3 are ſo ay 9 totfvineed; 
that the apprehenſion of the parliament's reſuming the 
rights of the whole community from the hands of a 2 few 


individuals, and of their applying them to the preſer- 
vation of our trade, to the reſtoration of our power, and 


the happineſs of the people; is the great object of their 
fears at preſent. They know that the fkill and courage 
of our land and naval forces, the number and equip- 

ment of our fleets and armies, the victories and acqui- 


ſitions which may be won, are abſolutely dependent w 
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che pecuniary: fupplies which: the nation can furniſh; 
they are acquainted with dur exhauſted: ſtate, and are 
convinced, that if the adequate reſources which may be 
juſtly derived from our lands and commerce in Aſia, 
are not appropriated to the annihilating the eyils which 
oppreſs us, that the icy and benumbing hand of na- 
tional poverty muſt freeze the native powers of the 
Britiſh race, and reduce them to impotence and the 
ſubjection of a Gallic maſter.” To the accompliſhing 
this purpoſe, our enemies will affiduouſly exert them- 
ſelves, and ſpread the inſidious influence of money, 
wherever it can promiſe to prove productive of their 
defires and of aur ruin; and a more diſeriminating 
criterion of friend and foe to their native land cannot 
be exhibited by the ſubjects of this realm, than the 
manner in which they may conduct themſelves on this 
important occaſion; for what man can believe, that 
he who oppoſes the ſalvation of his country by theſe 
means, is uncorrupt with Gallican or other gold. 
Nor is this the only danger to which we muſt be 
expoſed, ſnould the reſources of Aſia be unapplied 
to national ſervice, and be ſtill permitted to remain 
in the hands of a monopolizing Company; though 
we ſhould not become the prey of France, we muſt 
inevitably be reduced to be the ſlaves of a ſmall 
number of our fellow-ſubjects. The power of money 
is as compulſive as that of arms; and hen judi- 
ciouſly applied, as certainly effects the purpoſes of 
conqueſt and enſlavement. If two millions ſterling 
be permitted. annually torun into the hands of twenty- 
four men, who are called Directors, will it not prove 
a power ſuperior to every reſiſtance from patriotiſm 
and virtue in a majority of thoſe who may hereafter 
ſuperintend the affairs of legiſlation and the ſtate ? 
Will not then theſe twenty-four ſubjects become a 
deſpotic oligarchy, too powerful to be reſiſted, and 
abſolute maſters of the King, the Kingdom, and the 
People? The prevention of ſuch events, is imprac- 
1 a ticable, 
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itable; but by reſuming the rights of the nation, 


and appropriating them to the ſervice of the public. 
It is the preſent mode diligently to ſpread among 


the people, that the Directors have compromiſed the 


Company's affairs with the Miniſtry; and this aſſer- 
tion is promulged, with a view to damp. the ardor 
and the application of the people to their Repreſen- 
tatives in Parliament. But the artifice ef this deſign 
4s eaſily diſcerned; and I will venture to aſſert, that 
it is an illiberal and a fallactous report. The preſent 


adminiſtration will not forego the glorious opportunity 


of becoming the ſaviours of their country, nor render 
themſelves the juſt and univerſal execration of the 
preſent, and of all ſucceeding ages, for the ſake of 


private views, and intereſted conſiderations: they 


deem the ſettlement of this affair to be a negotiation 
which appertains to the legiſlature; and are convinced 
that the power of the realm, the happineſs of the 
people, and even the exiſtence of liberty and the con- 


ſtitution, depend on the execution of it, with juſtice 
to the Company, and utility to the nation. For 


ſhould this auſpicious opportunity be neglected, a 
national bankruptcy muſt inevitably enſue another 
declaration of war, and that general concuſſion will, 
like an earthquake, ſhake the foundations both of 
public and of private property and credit; it will 
A the reſpective fabrics headlong to the ground, 


and ſpread an univerſal devaſtation through the realm. 
Such calamities have conſtantly let looſe the multitude 


to participate in the ſpoils of their oppreſſors. Their 


neceſſities will then compel them to ſeek their own. 
relief, and to ſuperſede all deference to that clamour 
which may be raiſed againſt the invaſion of private 


property, The calls of nature will defpiſe the inſti- 


tutes of men, and when there are no viſible mcans 


of extricating themſelves from their preſent calamities, 


but by ſuch violence, the threats, the ſentences, and 


even the execution of tke laws, myſt loſe their terror. 
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To beings in ſuch a ſituation, the extinction of their 
ſenſations by death is an obje& of conſolation, and 
even a ſecondary encouragement for their relieving 
their inſtant and preſſing neceſſities, by ſeizing the 
poſſeſſions and properties of the opulent; and thus, 
at leaſt, atrive at the end of their miſeries, by offend-. 
ing the laws, to which they cannot attain by the ob- 
ſervation of them.  vÞ 236} Jo mor ai 
That the legiſlative. powers may prevent ſuch 
anarchy, rapine, and | ſubverſion of all order and 
government, is certainly the ardent wiſh of 
every honeſt citizen. In order, therefore, to preclude 
ſuch deſtructive events, I ſhall in the ſubſequent 
papers won to examine the ſubjects, which are 
propoſed in this which lies before you. 2 
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NUMBER III. 
| Nov. 22, 1763. 


HOUGH the commerce and territorial re- 
- venues which the kingdom has acquired in 


Aſia, are not the ſole reſources from which many 


millions may be ſuddenly raiſed and expeditiouſly 


applied to the diminution. of the public debt, yet, 


as it is the principal ſpring from whence theſe ſums 


muſt be deriyed which are to accompliſh that deſirable 
and neceſſary end, on this account it deſerves and 


claims the firſt and moſt particular attention of the 


nation and the legiſlature. In order therefore to 


juſtify the meaſures which will be propoſed in the 


[ſubſequent papers, I ſhall now conſider the charters 
: which have been granted to the Eaſt India Company 


by the Crown, and examine how far they are con- 
| Nm * | ſiſtent 


1 

Aftent with; 6r repugnant to the due authority of the 
Prerogative Royal, and the rights, privileges, and 
liberties of the people of England. | | 
As a private and circumſtantial detail of the Eaft 


- 


India Company, from its origin to the preſent time, 
muſt prove both prolix' and unnecefſary, I ſhall take 


no notice of thoſe charters granted to them antecedent 
to the reign of Charles the Second; excem that the 
firft obtained from Elizabeth was given with the pro- 
viſo of being revoked, on two years notice given 
under the Privy Seal. | 28 
© During the Civil Wars, in the reign of Charles the 
Firſt, alt tranſactions, relative to this affair; were held 
in ſafpenſe 4 but peace, and the Stuarts being reſtored, 
a new charter was granted to this Afiatic Company 
by Charles the Second, 1n the 13th year of his reign; 
and another in the, ſuccceding reign of James the 
Second, confirming the former, and adding to it ſome 
New Rights and Privileges. Theſe I ſhall conſider 
together, to avoid prolixity. | 
By theſe charters the Company was made a body 
corporate and politic, in deed and perpetual ſucceſſion, 
under the ſtyle of The Company of Merchants of Lon- 
don trading to the Eaſt Indies, and the chief UireQion 
of their affairs was committed to a Governor and 
twenty- four members, to be anhually elected by the 
proprietors in that commerce. . 885 
© By theſe charters they were grumed the excluſive 
right of trading by ſea to all ports and parts of Africa, 
Alla, and America, from the Cape of Good Hope 
eaſtward, to the Streights of Magellan; and to ex- 
erciſe and carry on that ttade; in that manner which 


the Company ſhould think fit, in all provinces; lands, 


and dominions, excepting fuch as were actually and 
"lawfully in the poſſeſſion of Chriſtian princes in 
amity with England, and who would not permit ſuch 


Notwith- 
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. | Notwithſtanding this right df trading was ſo ex- 
tenſiyely granted reſpecting the parts of the globe 
the number of veſſels was circumicribed to fix goo 
ſhips and ſix pinnaces; and no ſubject of Eng and 
was permitted to trade within the preceding limits, 
without a licence firſt obtained from this Eaſt India 
Company; and whoever ſhould tranſgreſs that inter- 
dict, both the goods, merchandize, and whatever elſe 
ſhould be brought into the dominions of England, 
or which the Company might find and ſeize, in any 
other dominions to which they had the grants of 
trading, together with the ſhips on board which they 
Were —— were forfeitec, one half to the Crown, 
and the other to the Company; the offenders were 
to be impriſoned at the King's will, and not releaſed 
till chey had given bonds of 19001, each, at leaſt, to 
the Company, not to trade to thoſe parts interdicted 
in the charters... -:..... I 
Io this privilege of trading by licence from the 
Company, merchant ſtrangers were equally permitted 
with the ſubjects of the Crown ; and the "LA bound 
cthemſelves nat to grant permiſſion of trading to thoſe 
Parts to any other perſons during the exiſtence f 
thoſe charters. | „„ 8 

Such were the particular privileges, among m 

others, which were granted to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, reſpecting their rights of trading, and by which 
all other ſubjects of the realm were precluded from 
that commerce. But as charters, however coercive 
they may be expreſſed, cannot execute themſelves, 
nor prove ſufficiently reſtrictive againſt the luſt cf 
acquiring pecuniary nige, where there are not 
other more active and compulſive powers, theſe were 
enforced by all thoſe precautions which could operate 
to that effect, both on the minds and actions of all 
thoſe who might deſire to interfere in the Aſiatic com- 
Merce. 


C 2 I. 


1 20 1 


Too chis. intent there was granted not only the right 


of adminiſtering oaths of fidelity to the Company by 
it, but that alſo of forming ſuch oaths to be taken 
both in England and Aſia, by all who were engaged 
in their ſervice, as the Governor and Company ſhall 
deviſe, direct, or appoint; and to examine on oath, 
all factors, maſters, and others employed in their 
ſervice, in order to diſcover abuſes and injuries done 
to the Company. | 

But as oaths, like charters, were deemed to be but 


feeble guarantees againſt the defire of acquiring riches, 


there were added to theſe oaths ſuch powers as might 
more prevalently compel mankind to obey the pre- 
ceding injunctions, and more effectually ſecure the 
preceding rights and privileges to the Company; and 
to the eifecting that purport, they were granted alſo 
the power of making laws, conſtitutions, orders, &c. 


as the Company ſhould think neceſſary and convenient 


for the government of the factors, ſervants, and all 
others employed in their voyages and trade, and to 
revoke and alter them at will. And in order to en- 
force the obſervation of ſuch laws, they were granted 


alſo the privilege of impoſing and ordaining ſuch. 
pains, penalties, and puniſhments, by impriſonment 


of body, by fines and amerciaments, or by all theſe, 


upon all ſuch offenders againſt ſuch laws; and thefe 


fines were to be applied for the uſe of the Company, 
without impediment from the Crown. 1 
Such being the legiſlative powers granted by charter, 


the executive alſo were depoſited in the ſame hands: 


they held the privilege alſo of appointing and eſta- 


bliſhing governors, councils, and other officers, in 


Aſia, with power to judge all perſons belonging to 
the Company, or who might live under them, in all 


cauſes civil and commercial; to erect Courts and 
nominate Judges, to hear all cauſes of forfeitures, and 


ſcixures of ſhips and goods, and all matters of that 
nature. But as the execution of the laws, which even 
they 
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they themſelves ſhould inſtitute, muſt neceſſarily be 
attended with ſome ſmall delay in the operation, they 
were benignantly indulged with, and humanely ac- 
cepted a more ſummary method of proceeding ; the 
right of ſeizing all ſuch Engliſhmen, and other ſub- 
jects in the Eaſt Indies, who ſhould ſail in any Engliſh 
or Indian ſhips, inhabit theſe parts without permiſſion 
or licence from the Company, or even contemn or 
diſobey their orders; and every perſon or ſubject, 
employed by the Company in India, was liable to 
ſuffer puniſhment for any offence, as the Preſidents 
and Councils in Aſia ſhould think fit, and the offence 
require; and if they appealed from their judgments, 
they were to be taken into cuſtody, and brought pri- 
ſoners to England, to the Governor and Company, 
and there to receive puniſhment as the caſe required, 
and the law allowed. I | 
Such being the excluſive right of trading, the ad- 
miniſtering and making oaths, the laws, and ordi- 
nances, the penalties and puniſhments of offenders 
granted to theſe Aſiatic maſters, they were ſtill unſa- 


tished with ſuch enormous conceſſions. There was 
therefore ſuperadded to the commercial and civil 
powers, thoſe alſo which can be carried into execution 


by military force. On this account, the forts, for- 


tifications, places, plantations, &c. already poſſeſſed, 
were immediately ſurrendered to the Company, and 
from that time to remain under the power and com- 


mand of the Governor and Company; and they had 
the privilege of building caſtles and other places of 
ſtrength, whenever they ſhould extend their trade. 
But as fortifications are unavailable without forces, 
they had the grants of raiſing troops among their own 


D 


countrymen in England, and of tranſporting them 


to their places in Aſia, together with ammunition 
and other ſtores requiſite for the ſuſtaining a military 


eſtabliſhment, and of appointing the officers who were 
to command them. 


This 


tx 

This power of raiſing a land army being thought 
ſtill inadequate to the accompliſhing of their intentions, 
they were further granted the privilege of equipping 
ſhips of war, and of appointing Admirals and other 
ſea-officers, who were to ſerve under their direction. 
And that theſe troops and navies might not be con- 
fined to actions defenſive only, thele gracious Kings 
granted their ſubjects of this Company the right of 
declaring war and concluding peace, under the Com- 
pany's Seal, with all ſuch Princes as were not Chri- 
ftian ; and to right or recompence themſelves on the 
goods, eflates, or people, from whom the Company 
might receive interruption or wrong to their trade. 
And laſtiy, their folders and ſailors were ſubjected 
to the deſpotic mandates of military law for any miſ- 
demeanors they might commit, and to ſuch fines for 
breach of orders, as the Company ſhould think fit x9 
Beſides the preceding circumſtances, they were 
obliged to import as much bullion as they exported, 
and nad the liberty of coining money in the Mint of 
London, not exceeding 50,0001, for one voyage; 
and in Aſia as much as they pleaſed, for the conve- 
niency of trade and other exigencies of the Compa- 

ny's affairs. 
Such were the more than regal rights of the Crown 
of England, which the two Kings antecedently named 
have granted to an oligarchy of their ſubjects ; with 
this proviſo indeed, that their charters were revokable 
on three years notice, under the Privy Seal or Sign 
Manual of the King. But is there a perſon entitled 
to the poſſeſſion of common ſenſe, who, on reviewing 
the above grants, will heſitate to acknowledge, that 
had the Company at that time poſſeſſed a revenue in 
Aſia of two millions a year, as they do at preſent, 
that in thoſe days of corruption (and I wiſh the pre- 
ſient and the ſucceeding may be more replete with 


&lf-denial and true patriotic virtue) they would have 
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bid defiance to che King, his Council, and the legiſ- 


lature; and by the all- conquering powers of ſuch an 
immenſe ſum, would as certainly have aſcended to 
ſovereignty in this realm, as ever this kingdom hath 
beth formerly fubdued by Romans, Saxons, Danes, 
and Normans; for whoever commands the powerful 
forees of two millions of money, is as fure of coß- 
queting all refiſtance, as if he was the leader of two 


millions of men; and will ſecurely walk to empire 


without danger of defeat or riſque of bloodſhed. 
This conſideration ought to alarm not only the people 
but the Sovereign himſelf, if Liberty be dear to the 
former, and Royalty to the latter. For ſuch is the 


ſtate in which they ſtand at preſent, reſpecting the 


uſutping oligarchy of the Eaſt India Company, and 
the revenues which they have tlie hardineſs to retain 
from the public ſervice. Es | 
But as nothing is to be inſerted in theſe papers 
which is to remain unproved, according to the beſt 
abilities of the writer of them, he will, in that which 
is to follow the preſent, fairly ſtate the acknowledged 
and incidental rights of the Royal prerogative, and 
compare the grants in the preceding charters, with 
the juſt authority which that regal power conſtitu- 


tionally enjoys. It will be then diſcerned whether 


ſuch eharters be or be not conſiſtent with that regal 
power, and the liberties of a free people; and — 


ther the nation have a juſt claim on the lands and 
commerce of the Eaſt Indies, in order to ſave their 
country from impending perdition, and themſelves 
from approaching tyranny. 
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0 Fe Nov. 26, 1768. 
FN the preceding paper, having laid before my 


readers, ſome of thoſe ſingular and unprecedented 
grants which were made by the royal brothers of the 
Stuart race to the Eaſt India Company, I ſhall now 
enquire into thoſe powers which are conſtitutionally 
3 to the prerogative royal, what rights the 
ople poſſeſs, both conſidered as part of the _ 
Res authority, and as individual perſons, and what 
are the privileges which bodies corporate, like that of 


the Eaſt India Company, can legally receive and ex- 


erciſe. „ | | 
The King, by prerogative, has the executive power 
of 3 25 ding and receiving ambaſſa- 
dors; of making treaties; of proclaiming war und 
peace; of iſſuing repriſals, and of granting ſafe con- 
duct. He is general of the kingdom, and may raiſe 
fleets and armies; build forts, and confine his ſub- 
jects within the realm, or recall them from foreign 
le He is the fountain of juſtice, and general con- 


ervator of the peace. He may erect courts, proſecute 


offenders, pardon crimes, and iſſue proclamations. He 
is the ſource of honour, of office, and of privilege. 
He is the arbiter of domeſtic, but not of foreign com- 
merce; all lands which are conquered, or ceded to 
his ſubjects, are taken and held in his name, and are 
his dominions ; he can grant patents, charters, and 
incorporate ſocieties with powers of making bye-laws, 
and is entitled to oaths of allegiance from his ſub- 
jets; and laſtly, as a Sovereign, he can do no 

wrong. | 55 
The rights of the people, conſidered as part of the 
legiſlative power, are to concur, by the intervention 
and aſſiſtance of their repreſentatives, in making all 
| aws 
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by w 
ment, baniſhment, or death, according to the nature 
and degree of their tranſgreſſions: beſides the antece- 


and legiſlative ſtate, they enjoy others alſo as in 
dual perſons. The firſt of which is the natural liberty 
of mankind, circumſcribed by human inſtitutes, for 
the good of ſociety. In conſequence of this, they 
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laws by which they are to be ruled; the expreſs ſettet 


of which laws, neither the King, nor his magiſtrates 
can either ſuſpend, diſpenſe with, alter, or ae 


one ſyllable. It is their peculiar right to raiſe the pe- 


cuniary ſupplies of the year, which are to pay the 


fleets and. armies of the nation, and to furniſh the 
other exigencies of ſtate. And laſtly, the Houſe of. 
Commons have an inquiſitorial authority of examin- 


ing into the exerciſes of the prerogative royal, and of 
ku all ſuch miniſters and counſellors to account, 
to E. c and try them before the Houſe of Lords, 
om they may be puniſhed with fine, impriſon- 


— 


dent rights which the people poſſeſs in their geratene 


vi- 


have the abſolute rights of perſonal ſecurity, per- 
ſonal liberty, and of private property; they are there- 
fore entitled to the enjoyment . of life, limb, body, 


health, and reputation; they have the right of loco- 
motion, or of paſſing from place to place, or from one 


part of the globe to the other, without illegal reſtraint 


or baniſhment; they can uſe and diſpoſe cf their own 


lawful acquiſitions, without injury or illegal diminu- 


tion; they have a right to the conſtitution. and power 
of parliament, to the limitation of the King's prero- 


gative, and to vindicate them when actually violated ; 
to the regular adminiſtration of public juſtice, and 
trials by their peers; the right of . petitioning. for 


grievances, together with that of having and uſing 
arms for ſelf-defence. | 


Together with the preceding rights which are parti- 


cularly ſpecified, every individual of the community 
has an equal claim to all privileges, liberties, and im- 
munities, with every other of the ſame rank; circum» 


ſtanceg 


do conſtitutionally ſtand on the ſame'common level of 
natural Liberty; and no power in this realm can le. 


Engliſhmen, they are not a free people; and i 


© Es 
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ſtances which are eſſential to the exiſtence of a free 
ſkate, and infeparable from the exerciſe and operation 
of a free people. In fact, all the ſubjects of this realm 


gally diminifh this equal right, either by reducing the 
number of thoſe privileges to which the whole com- 
munity is juſtly entitled, or by imparting to men, or 
particular ſocieties of men, ſuch degrees of power and 
Yivilege, as ſhall, in fact, render the other ſubjects 

ſs free, or more ſubſervient to the purpoſes of othets 


than the equal right of freedom can allow. 


If theſe be not the innate rights and privileges of 
15 they 
be a free people, no power in the ſtate, without arbi- 
trary proceedings, can, deprive them of their equal 
rights, or grant privileges and powers to one part of 
the ſubjects which reſcind the liberties of the other; 
for ſuch meaſures are mcompatible with the rights to 
which all men are entitled by the laws of nature, and 
of which Engliſhmen are in poſſeſſion by the conſti- 
tution of the government, by national compact and 
the laws of civil ſociety. to 


"Such being the prerogatives of the crown and the 


fights of the people, I ſhall now conſider how far 


thoſe regal powers may be' communicated to bodies 
corporate, and how far ſuch ſocieties are capable of 
receiving privileges, and of what nature they are, from 


the conceſſions ' of the Kings of England. The 
powers incident to all Corporations, are to maintain 


erpetual ſucceſſion, to act in their corporate capacity 
Eee an individual, to hold and purchaſe lands ſubject 
to the Statutes of Mortmain; to have a Common 
Seal; to make bye-laws which are binding on them- 
ſelves, unleſs contrary to law, and then they are void. 


This is included alſo by law, in the very act of incor- 


Sep but no trading Company is allowed to make 


: ye-laws, which may affect the King's prerogative, or 
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the 
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40 1. zunleſs they be approved by the Chancellor, 
Tresſrer and Chief Juſtices, or the Juſtices of A 
ſine in their circuits; and even when fo approved, 
they are nevertheleſs void, if contrary to law: theſe 
are the five powers which are inſepatably incident to 
every Corporation aggregate; but of late the power of. 
purchaſing lands from any living grantet, is greatly.. 
abridged by ſtatutes; ſo that at preſent corporations 
2 45 licence from the King to purchaſe, before 
they can exert that capacity which 1s veſted in them by 
common law; nor is even this licence, in all caſes, 
ſufficient. Of theſe corporate bodies, the King, 16 
conſtituted, by law, the Viſitor ; and the lay has ap- 
inted the place alſo wherein he ſhall exerciſe” this 

Juriſdiftion, Which is the King's Bench; in this Court | 
only all miſbehaviours of this Kind of corporations 
are enquired into and redreffed, and all their, contro- 
verſies decided. 

Such then are he more Ain fizuiſhed and hett 
prerogatives of the Crown, the exeftion. of Which is 
open to the examination of the inquiſitors of the. fate, f 
the repreſentatiyes of the op. in the, Houſe, 'of 
Commons. 6 

Such are the bonftitüts0 rights of the people. "hh 

ſeparable by any powers in the egiſlature, whilſt they 
remain a free people, and which neither the King nor 
their repreſentatives can juſtly diminiſſi or abridgez 
and which the latter are obliged to defend and 8 


ſerve. 


And ſuch are che pririle es which Kinds can grant 8 
to corporate ſocieties, and which ſuch incorporated . 
bodies can receive under the limitations of, not being 
contradictory to the laws of the realm. | 
I ſhall now examine the'exertion of the prerogative y 
royal, as it ftands in the Eaſt India Charters, and 
then comparing the grants which they contain, with 


that regal power in the 4 with the rights of the 


peoples 


rantable. For certainly 
veying the 480 of exerting acts of ſovereignty to 
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people, and with the privileges which Corporations | 


can receive, it will be evident whether the Sovereigns 
of England have obſerved the juſt limits of preroga- 
tive power, whether-the people have been robbed of 
their indiſputable rights, and their repreſentatives 
have faithfully diſcharged the duty of that ſupreme 
delegation which conſtitutes and appoints them guar- 
dians of the public good, and of private right and 
liberty, by faffering fach charters to be firſt granted, 


and then to remain ſo long unaboliſhed; and laſtly, 


whether the Eaſt India Company can, conſtitutionally, 
receive and exerciſe ſuch powers as the Kings of Eng- 
land have preſumed to grant them. From a due con- 
ſideration of all theſe particulars, we may reaſonably 
hope to arrive to a true deciſion of this ſubject. 


And indeed the whole merit of the cauſe might be 


ſafely reſted on this ſingle point, that as the privi- 


leges which are ſuſceptible of being granted to corpo- 
rate bodies, by all the acts and operations of the pre- 


rogative royal, are thoſe which are abovementianed, 


that therefore the enormous privileges and powers 
which have been granted to the Eaſt India Company, 


are unconſtitutional and illegal; and that whatever 


has been thus obtained cannot be lawfully received 
nor exerciſed, but are, 50 fata, void and unwar- 
ie King is incapable of con- 


any man or body of men, in their name and under 
their ſeal and commiſſion; for this would be to im- 


py the regal rights, which are incommunicable to 


lubjeRs; nor can he grant the rights which are in 
common to all his people, to a few, whom he may 
ne ſelect for that purpoſe; for this would 


* 


to make both ſovereigns and ſlaves of men, who, 


are equally entitled to every national right, by Hirth 
and inheritance, with thoſe whom an arbitrary Prince. 
may iaſolently preſume to exalt or to enſlave to the 
oblervation of fhoſe rights he himſelf, both by hig 
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» Coronation oath, and in return for that allegiance 
which is due to him, is as equally and as firmly 
bound, as his ſubjects are to defend him in all his 
prerogatives and ſovereignty. | Xe 
Such being the true ſtate of the preceding ſubjects, 
I make no doubt but my readers will readily antici- 
pate the concluſion which qught to be drawn from 
the more intimate examination of the preceding ſub- 
jets ; I ſhall therefore, at preſent, leave them to 
their own enquiries, in this moſt important concern 
to their eaſe, happineſs, freedom, and to the dignity 
of the Crown, 1 wer and reſtitution of the ſtate, 
and the exiſtence of the conſtitution. By theſe means 
they will be prepared with more-deliberate ſentiments, 
to judge of the rectitude or errors which may be 
found in the arguments which ſhall be delivered jn 
the ſucceeding papers. | , 
NUMBER v. 
S have no doubt that my readers have by this 
me conſidered and compared the grants in the 
Eaſt India charters, with the conſtitutional preroga- 
tives of the Crown, the rights of the people, and the 
privileges which bodies corporate are capable of le- 
_ gally receiving and carrying into execution, and from 
that compariſon are convinced of the deſpotiſm which 
thoſe Kings exerted, and the injuries which the nation 
ſuffered. I ſhall not enter into a logical train of de- 
duction to prove, what uy have already inferred 
from the preceding papers, that ſuch grants are ſub- 
verſive of the liberties of Engliſhmen, and creative of 
a ſet of tyrants, who are even more arbitrary than 
ſhoſe who gave them being. 


But 
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for ever be one body corporate and politic, in deed 
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But as a full elucidation of this poſition cannot be. 


improper in examining a ſubject ſo great in itſelf; and 


ſo intereſting to the whole community, I ſhall offer 


to my readers a kind of expoſition. on theſe. chant! 
by which the deſpotiſm exerted by the Grown, the. 
violence committed on the people, and the impoſſibi- 


lity that the Eaſt India Company can be lawfal 


3 
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yeſted with ſuch powers as the charters grant and theß 


have exerciſed, may be intuitively diſcerned in this. 


day's Mirror, By theſe means, like all other viſible, 


objects, they will want no other argument to prove. 


their exiſtence, than that of being ſeen, and no other 
animation nor aſſiſtance for their being aboliſhed, 


than that ancient ſpirit of Britons which hath ſo glo- 


riouſly defeated the arbitrary acts of former Kings, 
and the uſurpations of their tyrannous and Re 
fellow ſubjects ; and by ſuch immortal and patriotic 
deeds reſtored thoſe rights, liberties, and privileges, 
which have been illegally invaded and ſubverted, to 
themſelves and their poſterity. 
In this expoſition, I intend to preſerve, in ſome 
meaſure, the form of a charter, inſerting only ſuch 
illuſtrations of the particular grants as naturally ariſe 


time, ſerve as explanatory and practical obſervations 
on the prerogative royal, the people's rights, and the 


Company's privileges. 


©. Charles and James the Second, Both by the grace. 
of God ff of England, &c. to all to whom, theſe 


preſents ſhall come, greeting: Whereas our wolty and 


well-beloved ſubjects, the Governor and Company ol 3 7 
Merchants trading to the Eaſt Indies, have humbly 


> 


ters, with ſome alterations and amendments ; we have 


and mere motion, and at the humble petition of the 
{aid Governor and Company, granted, that they ſhall 


and 


\ 


beſought us to grant and confirm their former char- 


therefore, out of our ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, 
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aid name, really and truly, for ever, &c. And we 


graciouſly gfant to the ſaid Company the right of 


trading by ſea to all parts of Africa, Aſia, and Ame- 
rica, from tlie Cape of Good Hope, eaſtward, to the 
Streights of Magellan, exclufive of all our other lov- 


ing ſübjects, who, by the laws of the land, aid the 


'* conſtitution of the realm, are as juſtly intitled to 
© the exerciſe of this trade, as we are to the Crown of 
England.“ And we grant to the ſaid Company the 


right of exetciſing this trade in the manner they ſhall 


think fit, in the provinces, lands, and dominions of 


all Sovereigns and nations which are included within 
the preceding limits; over whom and whoſe realms 
and inhabitants we have not the leaſt right or au- 


_ © thority, either by the law of nature or of nations.” 


Provided ſuch Potentates and people be not Chriſtian, 


nor in amity with Chriſtian Princes, who will not 


permit the exerciſe of ſuch tiade. And we grant that 


no ſubject of England ſhall preſume to trade within 


the preceding limits, without licence firſt obtained 
from the Company; and this We grant, notwith- 
« ſtanding that every ſubject has by inheritance and 


_ © the conſtitution, the incontravertible right of ex- 
© tending his commerce into whatever country he can 
find admittance, even without requiring any licence 


from Us his Sovereigns; and that we cannot give 
and grant to the ſaid Company thoſe privileges 
* which we do not poſſeſs, and which if we did poſ- 


© ſefs, the Company could not receive as a body cor- 
Pr 


Nevertheleſs, we graciouſly grant to the ſaid Com- 


pany the right of ſeizing the goods, merchandize, and 
| ſhips, and whatever elſe ſhall be brought into our do- 


minions, or the dominions of any other prince or 
people, wherever they may trade within the preced- 
ing limits, one half to be forfeited to the Crown, the 


other to the Company; and to this intent We have 
© ſuſpended the laws of the land, reſcinded the rights 


A 


+ of the ſubject, and granted them to thoſe who ae 


© incapable of lawfully exerciſing ſuch rights, which 
are in direct violation of the great Charter of Li- 
© berties, which ought to be held ſacred by us and 
our poſterity, and to the protection of which every 
© ſubject is equally entitled, and who, againſt procla- 
© mations iſſued by ourſelves, to ſuch excluſive pur- 
© poſes would find redreſs by the laws of England, 
© which we can neither diſpenſe with, nor ſuſpend, but 
by acts of tyranny and oppreſſion." _ 

And we farther grant, out of our ſpecial grace, to 
the ſaid Eaſt India Company the right of ſeizing ſuch 
their fellow ſubjects ſo offending, and of impriſoning 
them at the King's will, and that ſuch ſubjects ſo im- 
priſoned, ſhall not be diſcharged, but on each of 
them giving a bond of 1000 l. to the ſaid Company, 
not to trade within the preceding limits; and * this 
ve t, in full contradiction to Magna Charta, 
which gives the right of perſonal ſecurity, perſonal 
liberty, and private property, to every ſubject of 
the realm; and this right of ſeizing and impriſoning 
our ſubjects, we grant alſo to be exerciſed in the 
dominions of other Princes, who have an equal 


their ſubjects in our -realms as we have in theirs ; 
and yet, for the doing which, without our conſent, 
as we have granted the ſaid Company to do, without 


a % a» §—·ͤ 


« niſh, as they would be then acting contrary to the 
* law of nations, which we are reſolved to have ob- 
* ſerved in our kingdoms, although we have granted 
<.to the ſaid Company the right of infracting them in 
all others, within the preceding limits, and which, 
* nevertheleſs, ought to be obſerved; and held invio- 


© late by all Sovereigns and all ſubjects. 8 
robe; abjets 


as we have excluded all our loving fi 
from trading by ſea to the parts abbve- mentioned, 
without licence from the Company, we grant alfa to 


cen 


right to grant the ſame privileges to be exerciſed by 


that of ſuch Princes, we ſhould moſt certainly pu- 


—_— CY * * 2 4 * W 2 Ns 5 ˖ , , * f 
2 9 * 0 , is CpGat oa... 


5 0-1: 
Pg. LACEY M30 03 TIVOU 1565 wa7273 571 LH Jy BK, 
alien merchants, the right. of trading with ;ſuch 
licence; neither of which we are legally authorized 

_ < to grant without diſpenſing with the laws of the 

4 * and ſuſpending the; rights of our people.. 
And for the farther encouragement of the ſaid 
Company, we grant them the right of making and 
adminiſtering what oaths they ſhall deviſe, direct, or 
appoint to be taken by their ſervants, whether civil 
or military, as oaths of allegiance to the ſaid Com- 
pany, which power of conſtituting and appointing 
ſuch oaths, can reſide in the legiſlative powers only ;. 
and which allegiance. being due to Us alone, is un- 
< transferable | to any ſubject, and can neither be 
taken nor given. by any of them, but in direct ſub- 
verſion of our own and the people's rights. Not- 
withſtanding. which, we farther grant to the ſaid 
Company the right of putting all men in their ſer- 
vice to their Ss in order to the diſcovering, the 
offences which theſe men may have committed; © and 
this we grant, though by the laws of the land, 
© which we can neither alter nor abrogate, all our 
ſubjects are legally entitled to the refuſing ſuch oaths 
< as tend to accuſe themſelves. 16 9 
And that nothing may be wanting, by which to 
ſhew our gracious intentions to all our loving ſubjects, 
we hereby grant to !wenty-five of them, the Governor 
and Committees of the Eaſt-India Company, the 
right of making what laws, conſtitutions, and orders 
they ſhall think neceſſary and convenient for the go- 
vernment of their ſervants and factors, and all others 
employed in their voyages and trade, and to revoke 
and alter them at will; and for the enforcing ſuch 
laws, we grant the ſaid Company the right of impoſing 
and ordaining pains, penalties, and amerciaments, ſuch 
as impriſonment and pecuniary fines, on all thoſe 
who ſhall offend againſt the ſaid laws. And theſe 
privileges we grant, although by the conſtitution 
ye have no right to make one law, and therefore 
ET | | cannot 
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cannot transfer _ er_to others, which we our- 
{ſelves do not poſſeſs ;' and although the” rights of 
perſonal liberty. ec and property, cannot be 
forfeited: or loſt by any of our ſubjects, nor fines 


nor other amerciaments ĩtnpoſed, but according to 

the due courſe of juſtice, by the verdict of twelve 

good and lawful men, their Peers, of the realm of 
ngland, and in defiance of the conſtitution and 

the rights of our ſubjects . 

And we ordain, that all ſuch fines ſhall be applied 


ſolely to tlie uſe of tlie Company, without impedi- 
ment from the Crown, in order that ſuch fines may 


be an encouragement to the ſaid Company to ſeize 
and impriſon all our well-beloved ſubjects, who do 


'or do not offend ſuch laws; and a premium for 


the condemning the innocent as well as the guilty, 
for the ſake of enriching the ſaid Company; and 


we hereby bind ourſelves not to interfere in theſe 


fines, notwithſtanding that, by our coronation oath, 


we have ſworn to protect the rights and liberties, 
and to do equal juſtice to all our Toving ſubjects; 
and that the faid ſubjects are juſtly entitled to this 


protection, in return for their tworn allegiance, and 
by the great charter of the realm, Which JS FART 
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N D as we Wt prantea to ; he Eaſt India Com- 
y the Tegiflatrve power of making What laws 


ey ſhall think neceſſary for their execrable purpoſes, 
we. rf rant them the executive _ with TN He 
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cils, and other officers, in Aſia, Africa, and America, 


amo ung people; whoſe names we bave never heard, and in 
Places, which are not, get diſcovered x1 with powers to 


judge all | perſons} belonging to their Company, or 


who may live in the ſame places with them, in all 
cauſes; Civil and Commercial, to erect Courts and 


nominate Judges, to hear and determine all cauſes of 


* 


forfeitures and ſeizures of ſhips and goods, and of 
all the matters relative to that nature. And theſe 
< rights. we grant, that the unconſtitutional and arbi- 
trary laws which , the, ſaid Company may deviſe, 
may the more; certainly be carried into execution, 


and our other beloved ſubjects be the more effec- 


< tually precluded from the exerciſing thoſe rights, 
© which, we have no authority to reſcind, nor the 
Company to receive, in prejudice to our other 
people. And for the accompliſhing this intent, we 
have granted the power of executing thoſe laws to 
men whoſe welfare and whoſe ruin are abſolutely 
dependant on the momentary nod and deſpotic in- 
tention of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, and who, 
* by the hopes of acquiring riches, and the dread of 
being diſmiſſed from their offices and poſts, are 
bound implicitly to obey the peremptory mandates 
of their new inhuman ſovereigns,' Fg Fe, 

And although we have no right to-impart any legal 
authority to be exerciſed. by one ſubject over another, 
but in our own name, and in our own dominions, 
* Yet we nevertheleſs grant to the ſaid Company the 
right of exerciſing that power, not only on our 
< own ſubjects, but even on thoſe of other Sovereigns, 
in the name of the ſaid Company; and in realms 
which in no ſenſe can appertain to our kingdoms. 
And we hereby graciouſly exclude all the Soyereigns 


and Powers in Aſia, Africa, and America, within 


the preceding limits, from the righꝭę of exerting 

their on ſovereignties, and the people from en- 

* joying and exerciſing their own privileges, to both 
; Pein 

on which 


— — 


E 7 


— 
- = N —— 2 — — — 3 
2 = LY ge net * 2 — —— — —— = _ — — mens = 
A gs 2 earns GSLs es © EN Q ns Re mmh 
—— — * 0 A 9 o rw . = * 
11 * ſhe ne — — — * — — — — 5 * 
2 > 


1-3 
< which they, are juſtly entitled, and by all N we 


are interdicted to make theſe*grants. 
And we further grant, of our ſpecial grace, an 


on the humble petition of the faid Company, the 
right of ſuſpending, by themſelves, and their ſer- 
vants in India, all due courſe of law and juſtice, 
and inſtantly to ſeize all our ſubjects, as well as 
their effects, who ſhall be found in the exertion of 


the hereditary rights of all Engliſhmen, on board 
the ſhips of our hay Engliſh ſubjects, or even on 
thoſe of the Indian — And theſe rights we 
8 e to the ſaid Company, in defiance of Magna 
Charta, which expreſty declares, that all the ports 
of England ſhall enjoy their antient liberties and 
* rights of trading; and that no freeman ſhall be 
ſeized, impriſoned, or deprived of his property, 


% liberties, or rights, but by the laws of the land, 


and the judgment of his Peers; and in defiance 
alſo of the laws of God, of nature, and of nations, 
in direct violation of che legal ſovereignty of other 
Princes, whoſe ſhips we have no authority to ſearch 
© or examine but in times of war. And we hereby 
declare, that all ſuch our ſubjects, who ſhall pre- 
< fume to exerciſe their lawful privileges, in diſobe- 


* dience and contempt of the arbitrary will of the 
* Eaſt India Company, ſhall be deemed as rebels 


© againſt the ſovereign power of the Governor and 


© ſaid Company, and be puniſhed | in a ſummary way, 
<- without due courſe of law. And if any ſubjects, 


© ſo offending the illegal laws and unconſtitutional 
© ordinances of the ſaid ' Company, ſhall have the 
< impudence to appeal from the tyranny of the Go- 
* vernors, Council, or Courts in Aſia, to the laws 
of England, they ſhall be brought priſoners on 
board the _ of the ſaid Afiatic Oligarchy, and 
© in irons, if the Company ſhall ſo think fit, to the 
Governor and Company in England, there to re- 


* ceive ſuch ne; puniſhment, as the atrociouſneſs 
* « of 


of exerting their own rights, the impudence of diſ- 
© obeying the Company's commands, ' and the ille- 


* pality of appealing to the laws of their country 
r 0” JO” HOGOHUT >. 
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And ye grant, out. of our ſpecial Grace, and at 
the petition of the ſaid Company, not only a right 
© exclufive'of all our other ſabjects, of trading within 
the preceding limits, but that of ſeizing an a. 
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poſſeſſion,” in their own names, of the lands and 
dominions of the Princes inhabiting three parts of 
the whole world, and to build forts and fortifica- 
tions Wherever they may extend their trade, in de- 
fiance of all ſuch ſovereigns and people; and in 
order the more effectually to accomplith theſe, de- 
ſigns, we grant the ſaid Company the privilege of 
raiſing an army among our on ſubjects in England, 


R W „ 


R K » KF 


by inveigling, enſnaring, intoxicating,” and kidnap- 
ping out beloved ſubjects, to confine them in the 
private priſons of the ſaid Company in England, 
to force them in the ſecreſy of night on board their 
ſhips, tranſport them to Aſia, Africa, and America, 
© there to fight their battles,” and remain their ſlaves, 
. during life; and to appoint ſuch commanders and 
© officers over them as they ſhall think fit, having all 
« firſt taken an oath* of allegiance to the ſaid Com- 


1 * 


© pany,” which cannot be legally required but by and 


to ourſelves alone, nor taken by our ſubjects but in 


direct violation of that allegiance which is due to 
us their only ſovereigns, according to the conſti- 
JJ“ ͤ ͤͤ ͤ ( IA One Cl 

And we further grant to the ſaid Afratic Oligarchy, 
the like privilege of equipping naval as well as land 
forces, of appointing 'admirals and other officers to 
be under the ſole and arbitrary direction of the ſaid 
„„ Ht YE 5 
And furtker, we grant the faid Company the right 
of levying money for the payment of theſe land and 
naval forces, notwithſtanding the expreſs terms ous 
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| the get charter of the Engliſh rights and liberties 
that we ſhall-not ourſelves raiſe any money. for the 


* 


* ſupport of our military powers, but by and with 


the conſent of parhament*-. 
Io the preceding Sv which exceeds the limits 
of the ſovereign power of England's Kings, we grant 


alſo the regal incommunicable power, but in our name, 


of making war and peace, of ſending ambaſſadors; 


and concluding treaties, in the name and under, the 
common ſeal of the ſovereign Company; * by which 
« we, have given that ſeal an equal power with. the 
great ſeal, of England, and further erected the ſaid 
e arbitrary power.“ EC 

Having in this manner, and in imitation of our 
of our beloved ſubjects, the Eaſt India Company, 
who are all good Chriſtians, the rights, properties, and 
dominions of all princes and nations who. are Inſidels, 
we turther, on their ſaid petition, grant the privileges 
of. righting and recompenſing themſelves. againſt all 
ſuch unchriſtian potentates and people who ſhall pre- 
ſume to interrupt the Eaſt India Company in the 
exerciſe of whatever trade they may pleaſe to carry 
on in the dominions of the ſaid potentates and people; 
and to the accompliſhing this intent, we moſt gra- 


ciouſly grant the ſaid Company the right of ſeizing, 


6 PURSE hora: and otherwiſe deſtroying the 
goods, effects, cities, lands, and all other the pro- 
« perties of the ſaid princes and their ſubjects, to 
ſubdue, ſeize, dethrone, and put to death by force 
of arms, all Kings and people, who, in defence of 
themſelves, their country, rights, privileges, and 
4 r N ſhall have the impudence to oppoſe the 
ſaid Eaſt India Company in the exerciſe of all the 
* inhuman privileges which they have petitioned to 
have given them, and we have graciouſly granted. 


„ 


And theſe rights and privileges we grant, not- 


5 withſtanding of our certain knowledge we are ant 
| | « yinced, 


Holy Father the Pope, granted on the humble petition 


. 
o b 8 
„ w ᷣ V A w ̃ r rr T 


PJ a. ner er Ea x 


© 6 


wo” FEE 
4 ; 


— 
» 


nnr 


K K ” R K K 


4 


K RT 


K ‚ Kg mt A AH AAA NH 6 K W he... 


1 39 1 


vinced, that the perpetrators of ſuch tranſactions, 
under the colour of our royal charters, in the realms 


of any European Prince, over which we have no leſs 


right than over thoſe of Aſia, would be deemed 


and treated as pirates and aſſaſſins, hanged in chains, 
and broken upon wheels, according ta juſtice. and 
the law of nations, and for which we moſt righte- 


ouſly deſerye the execration, not only of the people 


ſo treated, . but of all mankind. - And we further 
grant to the petition. of the ſaid Chriſtian Oligarchy, 
the rights of renouncing the laws of humanity, and 


exerciſing every act of perfidy, inſidiouſneſs, and 


cruelty, againſt a vers, and all nations in the 
ſaid 8 ek es and America, becauſe 
they are not Chriſtians,. as we are; and that there 
may be the leaſt poſſible oppoſition to the 1 
dictates and piratical intentions of the Eaſt India 
Company, from the feelings of humanity, the ſenſe 


ot their own rights, as Engliſhmen, and of human 
nature as men, that mercy, compaſſion, juſtice, and 


all obligations both moral and religious, may, as 
much as in us lies, loſe their operation and effects 


on their hearts and conſciences, and not. reſtrain 
them from thoſe acts of rapine, violence, and mur- 


der, to which they may be commanded by the ſaid 
Oligarchy, we further grant to the ſaid ſovereign 
Company the right of exerciſing military law or 
all our beloved ſubjects, who may be enliſted in 
their piratic ſervice, that is, arbitrarily to fine, im- 
priſon, and put to death, all ſuch who may prove 
diſobedient to their ſanguinary orders ; and this we 


grant, notwithſtanding it is acknowledged to be 
illegal and tyrannic in ourſelves, during the times 


of war; and that whoever ſhall be inſtrumental to 
the death, of any ſubject, by the exertion of ſuch 


military law, in times of peace, will be found guilty 
of murder by the ſtatutes of England, 


And 


1 7 

And that they may laviſhly reward their ſervants 
< and their flaves for the perpetrating ſuch” horrid 
and inhuman actions,“ we complete their ſovereign- 
ty by giving them the right of coining money in 
cheir mints of Aſia for the accompliſhing that laudable 
7 Laſtly, to fave repre” and to impart to 
our people the belief of our having the welfare of 

< our realms' at heart, we have craftily reſerved the 

right of 'reyoking* the aforeſaid charters, on three 

years notice, if they ſhall be found to be prejudicial 

to the public good, being convinced of certain 

© knowledge, that the Company will be ſo enriched 

by their acts of trade, rapine; piracy, and murder, 

and that we ourſelves, our miniſters; and the Houſe 

of Commons, ſhall become ſo profeſſedly corrupt, 

< profligate, venal, and abandoned, that the former 

will be enabled to purchaſe us and them, and that | 

we ſhall. be ready to {ell the continuance of theſe 

grants, in ſpite of a few honeſt and patriotic men, 

< who may expoſe our tyranny, attempt to defend 

their country's rights, attack the deſpotiſm of our 

Aſiatic Oligarchy, and prove that the ſalvation of 
the kingdom can only be effected by the lawful de- 

ſtruction of the Eaſt India Company. 
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NUMBER, VII. 
WW, „ Dec. 10. 1768, | 
CQUCH were the unconſtitutional and oppreſſive 
O charters' which were granted by the arbitrary ex- 
ertion of the prerogative royal in the deſpotic reigns of 
Charles and Jimes the Second, 'as they are laid down 
in the two papers immediately preceding the” preſent, 
By men-whoſe intereſt it is co prevent the perſuaſion of 
ee | 7 theſe 


* PP 
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theſe truths from being credited by the injured: people 
of England, the antecedent expoſition will undoubted- 
ly be decried as rancorous and unjuſt, and publiſhed- 

with the malevolent intention of inflaming the na- 

tion againſt the continuance of that Company, which 
they will confidently. pronounce in no ſenſe to deſerve 
ſach miſrepreſentation and calumny. - In order 
therefore to obviate the effects which ſuch: poſitive 
aſſertions may immediately produce on all who are 
not perfectly acquainted with the miſchief and inſi - 
dious deſigns which the propagators of them attempt 
to perpetrate, I intreat my readers to. ſuſpend their 
concluſions on this ſubject, till I come to thoſe pa · 
pers in which I ſhall attempt to prove, that every ar- 
ticle of the grants, as explained in the expoſition, is 
not ſuch alone, as may be. ſpeculatively interred from 


the ſovereign and unlimited powers granted in the 


charters, but tounded on the undeviating exercile 


and practice of the Eaſt India Company and their 
fervants in Aſia; and if exempliſications of theſe facts 


de not amply adduced, in the continuation of theſe 


papers, beyond the power of refutation, let them con- 


demn me for an incendiary, and an invader of the 
rights and privileges of men who are juſtly intitled 
to the enjoyment of them. | n 

But if I ſucceed in my endeavours, and produce 
ſuch evidence of their unconſtitutional, arbitrary, il- 


| legal, and inhuman acts, as ought to thrill the blood 


every human being with horror, and excite one 
univerſal deteſtation of the perpetrators, and con- 
vince the moſt obdurate heart of the truth of what 
has been declared to be granted in the preceding 


charters, will Engliſhmen, renowned for mercy to 
other nations, and for- ſupporting their own; lawful 


claims againft tyrannic Kings, who have proved in- 
vaders of their antient rights, and nickel them 


from their thrones, remain inert and paſſive beneath 


the oligarchic yoke of Ef. India Directors? Sha! 


the 


(42 ] 
the little ſtate of Athens, not equal to a ſingle county 
of this kingdom, be for ever reverenced and admi- 
red for the ſhaking off the deſpotiſm of thirty tyrants, 
and we, the people of Great Britain, whoſe. domi- 
nions are more extenſive than any idea which an 
. Athenian could conceive to be contained within the 
limits of the world, be domineered over and enſlaved 
by a contemptible oligarchy of twenty-four of our 
fellow ſubjects! It will not be! you are not yet 
ſo dead to all the calls of honour, right, privilege, 
yourſelves, and country; the hearts of Engltſh oak 
will feel, though yours ſhould prove inſenſible, and 
grieve, although they cannot utter their complaints 
to this flagrant degeneracy from their antient Lords, 
whom their former forces bore fo frequently through 
ſtorms and tempeſts to conqueſt and glory. Animated 
with this prophetic perſuaſion, I ſhall faĩthfully proceed 
to the paß of what I have delivered. And in this 
place I deſire my readers to recolle& the acts of the 
prerogative illegally extended, of the violation of the 
rights, liberties, privileges, and properties of Enghth- 
men, and of the ſubverſion of the conſtitution, of 
which the Stuarts were juſtly accuſed, and for which 
James the Second was ſo righteouſly expelled from 
the ſovereignty of theſe realms, and which are to be 
found in the hiſtories of thoſe reigns, and then com- 
pare them with the enormous and tyrannic grants 
contained in the preceding charters of the Eaft India 
Company, and which, at that time, formed not a 
ſingle article. of the. accuſations againſt that King. 
They will then be convinced that the deſpotiſm and 
iniquity of theſe grants do infinitely exceed-all the ex- 
travagant and illegal deeds of prerogative which ani- 
mated the nation to renounce their obedience to that 
Sovereign, and to chace him from the throne. And 
yet of theſe arbitrary enormities, hiſtorians to this day 
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have taken no notice. + | 


I am perfectly perſuaded that thoſe uſurping men, 
| | | : whoſe 


Ln 
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whoſe intereſt it is to protract and t6 ſuſtain theit 
own tyranny, to continue and to rivet the chains of 
your enſlavement, will be active as the hungry 
tyger, to exert their utmoſt arts and influence to the 
perpetuating of thoſe grants by which th are to be 
enriched, and their country ruined. They will art- 
fully and inceſſantly infinuate and affirm,. that the 
antecedent grants were the acts of royal prerogative, 
arbitrarily excited in the oppreſſive reigns of the 
Stuart race, when that regal power was ill under- 


ſtood and uncircumſcribed; but that, ſince the happy 


days of the glorious Revolution, when Liberty, like 
the dove, deſcended on the heads of the people of 


England, and all their privileges and immunities 


were renovated and confirmed by the Bill of Rights, 
and the acceſſion of our great deliverer, King Wil- 
liam, to the diadem of theſe dominions, all theſe 
evils are done away; but I truſt that my country- * 
men will not be deluded by ſounds, but adhere to 


facts as they are recited. In order therefore to place 


that affair in its proper light, I will now proceed 
ſuccinctly to relate the events and tranſactions which 
have intervened between our Kings and the Eaſt 
India Company, ſince that popular era; and then 


the nation may decide what advantages they have 


acquired, 1 that oligarchic tyranny, from 
that day to the preſent. - e 5 5 

James being driven from the throne, and William 
and Mary having aſcended that abdicated ſeat, the 


Eaſt India Company ſtill continued in the full exer- 
ciſe of thoſe unconſtitutional grants which had been 


impacted in the foregoing charters; but there is 


Teaſon to be convinced, from the Journals of the 


Houſe of Commons, that this continuation was not 
obtained without the corrupt influence of pecuniary 


application to the Miniſtry. at leaſt: for even in the 


year 1688, the year of the Revolution, there is to be 
found in thoſe records, a ſum of 12841, carried to 
i 2 | 
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the account of ſpecial fervice for ſupporting the es 


fare of the Eaſt India Company; which account is 
annually continued in different ſums to the years 


169 3 and 1694 incluſive. At this time the new char- 
ters were granted by this royal pair of deliverers, con- 


firming all the 8 contained in thoſe which have 
been alteady laid before you: and for accomplithing 
this event, more than 10), ooo l. were diſtri 
arrong the Miniſters then in being. 


Thus the oppreſſion and tyranny of this oligarchy . 
was ſtill permitted by prerogative to exiſt, and the 


means of obtaining that power more flagrant and 


ſcandalous than before: and in this place, to do 


uſtice to the memory of that man, who was cer- 
tainly expelled with juſtice, and to ſoften the excla- 
mations of tyrant and of deſpote againſt the dead, 


in things where it may be juſtly allowed, and for the 


doing which other Princes are equally criminal, it 

may truly be ſaid, that it was not his acts of arbitrary 

8 which alone dethroned him: had he acquieſced 
t 


withſtanding his faſpending and diſpenfing with the 
laws, his religion, and endeavours for introducing 


pery, he would have deſcended from his throne to 


is grave in peace, and reſted among the other Ki 
his predeceſſors, in Weſtminſter-Abbey. But th 
corruption of the former reign was too virulent and 
Inveterate to admit a cure, and rational parſimony 


was deemed at that time the moſt unpardonable of 


regal crimes; that anti- miniſterial diſpoſition in the 
King therefore aſſiſted in his being dethroned, and 
exiled Miniſters in ſucceeding reigns have lawleſly 
enjoyed the exetciſe of that rapine, for 'which they 
longed in the former. This ſhall be evinced in the next 
paper, wherein I ſhall' delineate this whole affair of 
the corrupt influence of obtaining thoſe charters in 
the reign of William and Mary. 
5 OS NUMBER 


h the toleration of plundering his ſubjects, which 
his Miniſters would have carried into execution, not- 
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AMES being dethroned, William placed in his 
room, and the Bill of Rights legiſlatively eſta - 
bliſhed to be the lawful inheritance of all Engliſhmen, 
the charters of the Eaſt India Company were deemed 
to exceed that power which the prerogative royal could 
conſtitutionally exerciſez other merehants therefore, 
in open defiance of theſe grants, carried on a com- 
merce with thoſe parts of the globe which were inter- 
dicted by the regal charters. Theſe contemners of 


the Company's exeluſive rights were diſtinguiſhed: 


the name of -Interlopers, and no ſmall conteſt 


between them and the Company, on the ſubject of 
trading to the dominions of Rſia. | | 
But it muſt not be imagined that thoſe vigorous 
opponents of the prerogative power thus illegally 
exerted, had undertaken this defiance of the regal 
charters from the generous motives of feſtoring to 
all Engliſnmen their juſt rights and commercial pri- 
vileges ; theſe men were no leſs actuated by the ſor- 
did incentives of avarice and. gain, than the Com- 
pany already eſtabliſned. They contended only for 
participating in the: profits of that trade, and enjoy- 
ing all thoſe advantages which could be-derived | 
the arbitrary power of Kings, illegally tranſmitted 
to their hands; and from the enſlavement of their 
fellow- ſubjects, who were to be employed in the ac- 
quiring immenſe riches for thoſe imterlopers; and this 
will appear to he inconteſtably true in the ſubſequent 


n 


During this contention, between men equally de- 
termined to convert the nation's rights and powers to 
their ſole benefit, each party afiduouſly endeavoured 
to ſupport themſelves and defeat their adverſaries, 

# 1 and 


* 


146 J 


and both were ardently engaged in preparing to ap- 
ply to Parliament; the interlopers with a view to 
obtain a legiſlative eſtabliſhment of a new Company, 
and the ol Compe ny to obtain that confirmation to 
thoſe charters which they already poſſeſſed, or at leaſt 
to obtain a new grant of a charter from King Wil- 


liam, which might impart more ſtrength and vigour 
to their conduct than they thought themſelves entitled 


to exerciſe after the Revolution. | 

And it will eternally happen in all revolutions 
which are not effected by conqueſt, whenever one 
motive of being weary of a ſovereign is his diſincli- 
nation to ſuffer : the multitude of his people to be 
plundered by a few individuals; and the Prince, who 
ſucceeds him, neceſſarily falls into the hands of men 
who thirſt after power and riches, that as the latter 
was by them aſſiſted, he cannot, if he would, fully 
exert his inclinations to the prevention of ſuch corrupt 
practices, when he aſcends the throne. In this man- 
ner it happened after the accompliſnment of that 
laudable tranſaction by which James the Second was 
ſo juſtly driven from the dominion of theſe realms; 
for had William oppoſed the corrupt intentions of 
his miniſters, he would have inſtantly converted his 
moſt active adherents into his moſt virulent oppoſers. 
Corruption, like a flood, had now broken down the 
banks which formerly had contained it, and ſpread 
itſelf through all ranks of men; commiſſioners for 
hackney coaches, agents for the army, the Houſe of 
Commons, and the Privy Council, were all venally 
obedient to the mandates of thoſe who could beſt 
ſupply them with the wages of their iniquities. 
In conſequence of this encouragement, the old 
Eaſt India Company begun to apply this prevalent 
artillery immediately after the Revolution; and in 
the years 1689 and 1694, the intermediate years till 


the end of 1694, 107,003 l. were diſtributed among 


Miniſters and members of parliament, by the old 


Company, 


. 
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Company, in order to obtain either an act of par- 
liament, or a charter of confirmation of their former 


. grants; of the preceding ſum, 87, 400 1.. were diſtrt- 


buted among the glorious defenders of the rights, 
liberties, privileges, and independency of pathaments, 
in the year 1693, when the charter was granted on 
conditions therein mentioned; and 40751. when it 
was confirmed in the following er. In this manner, 
with peſtiferous corruption added to the arbitrary 


exertion of illegal prerogative, the people of England 


were {till royally interdicted from their commercial 


rights, and doomed to continue. under. the terror of 


military laws, deſpotically exerciſed by an illegal 
oligarchy, who, according to the conſtitution, are 


incapable of receiving ſuch powers from any lawful 


authority in this realm of England, | 

Such was the open and ext ne influence of bri- 
bery and corruption, in all departments, and in the 
Houſe of Commons, in order to obtain the paſſing 
of ſuch laws as the corrupters deſired; that in the 
year 1695, Trevor the Speaker, and Hungerford, 
another member of that Honourable Houle, were 
expelled for having committed the moſt ignominious 


acts in receiving money for the paſſing of the Orphan's 


Bill, and the ſacrificing their country's welfare to the 
idol of private imereſt. - T 

At this time complaint being made to 8 
that a member vf it had received money for bringing 
in a Bill, it was thereupon ordered by that Houſe, 
that the books of the Eaſt India Company ſhould be 
inſpected, and men were appointed for that purpoſe, 
in order to the laying their accounts before Parliament. 
In conſequence of this examination, the preceding 


ſum of 105,0031. was found to have been given by 


the Governor and others, for ſpecial ſervices not men- 
tioned in their books. Such being the event of this 
reſearch, it was then ordered, That Sir Thomas 


Cook, Governor of the Eaſt India Company, and 


a Mem- 
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a Member of Parliament, do give an account to 

Houſe of Commons, in what manner 87,4001. 
of that money. was diſtributed ; and as he refuſed 
to comply. with that order, he was ſent priſoner to 


. 


S £$ 8 £ 


the Tower.“ 


This Dong done, A Bill was paſſed to compel 


* and to indemnify Sir Thomas Cook againſt all 
actions which might be brought againſt him for the 
diſcoveries which he ſhould make.“ But when a 
clauſe was offered to be inſerted in the Bill, That 
in cafe the Commiſſioners of accounts ſhould, upon 
the diſcovery of Sir Thomas Cook, ddhados: Bee 
any of the money received by him was paid to any 
members of either Houſe, to any Privy Counſellor, 
or other officer whatſoever, ſuch perſons ſhall be 
for ever incapacitated to ſerve in parliament, or 
© hold any office under his Majeſty, and fhall alſo 
* ſuffer impriſonment. And the queſtion was put 
* that the clauſe ſhould be read a ſecond time; it 
paſſed in the negative. | 
The Honourable Gentlemen who had driven James 
from the thrane for diſpenſing with the laws in an 
arbitrary and illegal manner, and who, in the Bill of 
Rights, had declared, hat pariiaments ought to be free, 
were of a different opinion, when it came to be pro- 
poſed, that all thoſe, who, through the influence of 
r 
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ibery and corruption in that houſe, had betrayed 


their ſacred truſt, and been purchaſed to the de- 


ſtruction of thoſe very rights, for the defence of 


which they had ſo lately expelled their Sovereign, as 
they iflbried. For ating fafied of the — of 
| bribery, they were reſolved to cheriſh that welcome 
. gueſt, by which they foreſaw that they and their de- 
N ſhould acquire immenſe fartunes, and riſe 
to honours and to titles; and this circumſtance, were 
there no other to be found, is ſufficient to evince, 
that the parſimony of the public money, and the 
precluſion of corrupt influence among his miniſters, 
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were not the leaſt cauſes of his being 'dethroned, 
among the many others for which he deſerved it; for 
though popery and flavery, and arbitrary power, 
liberty and property, were the terms which were given 
to the multitude, could men ſo profligately hardened - 
as to ſcreen the moſt ignominious betrayers of their 
country from condign puniſhment, be truly animated 
by any ſentiment of patriotiſm, or even of common 
honeſty? They longed for the power of ſharing in 


the nation's ſpoils, they now poſſeſſed, and were re- 


ſolved to perpetuate it. , e = 
Cook, being indemnified by an act of parliament, 
confeſſed, with much mental . reſervation, that © of 
the preceding ſum, 10, ooo l. had been given to Mr. 
Tyſon, to be diſpoſed of, in order to have the char- 
ter confirmed with the addition of new regulations; 
that Mr. Tyſon delivered it to Sir Joſiah Child, 
< who delivered it to King William, as a cuſtomary 
preſent, as the like had been done in the reign of 
Charles the Second, and in former reigns, which, 
« by the books of the Company, may appear. 
Whether this does appear by thoſe books, I know 
not; but this I know, that the impartial continuator 
of Rapin's hiſtory, according to his accuſtomed ad- 
herence to ruth, has ſaid that James obliged the 


Company to give him annually 10,0001. though the 


Journals of the Houſe of Commons relate it as it is 
above expreſſed. In this manner the: glorious deli- 

verer, who came to reſtore the rights, liberties, and 

privileges of Engliſhmen, defend their properties, and 
expel parliamentary corruption, received that ſum to 

confirm and to enlarge thoſe charters, which were the 

exertions of prerogative, more arbitrary and; oppreſ- 
ſive than all thoſe acts of which James the Second 

was ſo juſtly accuſed, and ſo deſefvedly expelled. 

Other ſums were entruſted with one Acton, which 

were given to thoſe who were to ſpeak to Members 
of Parliament, in order to obtain an Act of Par- 
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latent in favour of the Company.“ But Cook 
faid,, he underſtood it went no further than the 
* Houſe of Commons. Lord Colcheſter and the 
Marquis of - Carmarthen, both Members of the 
+ Commons, ſhared very largely in this pecuniary 
corruption; a 1000 J. was given to one Fitzpatrick, 
* who faid he had great intereſt with Lord Notting- 
ham, and had no doubt of ſerving the Company; 
provided he had ſuch a ſum of money. But C. 


who was certainly no infidel, © believed that Fitz- ' 
patrick kept the money;* and yet there was © a 


+ promiſe of a larger ſum if the bill paſſed.” 

Five hundred and forty-five pounds were paid to 
one Squire Bates, when the charter was ſettled 3 and 

Sir Bazil Firebrace had 30,000}. and contracts to an 
immenſe amount with the Company; on the account 
of procuring a new charter, of an act of parliament ; 
which ſums and contracts were diftributed to ſeveral 

rſons. 

Sir Edward Seymour was ſuppoſed to have a con- 
tract for ſalt- petre worth 10,0001. If he had it not, 


others had; for ſuch appeared to have been made 


before the Houſe of Commons. als. Wye il 

The Lord Preſident of the King's Couneit the 
Duke of Leeds, was àccuſed of having. received five 
thouſand guineas on this account, and was impeached 
of high crimes and miſdemeanors by tlie Houſe of 
Commons. He denied the charge, and then ſent 
 Monf. Robarts; one of his ſervants, who had received 


the money, ſecretly into Holland; and as he was the 


only perſon who could have exculpated his Grace, 
and as he had fent him away, it was univerſally be- 
lieved that the Duke had been guilty of the impu- 
tation. The Miniſtry, however, zo dv them juſtice, 
iſſued a proclamation for the apprehending of Mon. 
Robarts, after they knewh he was ſafely arrived in Hol- 


land. 


During 


. 
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During theſe tranſactions, in order to give the ap- 
pearance of ſatisfaction to an injured people, a bill 
paſſed for the impriſoning of Cook, Firebrace, Bates, 
and Craggs; the laſt of whom had been found guil 
of egregiouſly 8 the army in their douting, 


How long they remained in durance, I do not recol- 


lect, but Craggs came abroad to be very active and 


inſtrumental in the deſtruction which was occaſioned. 
by the South-Sea ſcheme ; and after having twice 
deſerved to be hanged in chains for robbing his 
country, died quietly in his bed, to the great en- 


couragement of all thoſe ſtate thieves who have ſince 
followed his example. 5 


Whilſt the Commons were preparing to bring the 
puls of Co his trial 8 his 0 = to 
impeach Trevor alſo, his Majeſty King William moſt 
graciouſly paſſed an act of free pardon, and then pro- 
| the Parliament; and in that manner there was 
an end put to all enquiry into that ſcandalous tranſ- 
acti on. 2 ; | _ i 
Such was the iſſue of that flagrant corruption; and 
I am firmly convinced it was not the laſt which an 
Eaſt· India Company have ſpread among the Mem- 
bers of ſome Parliaments which have ſince that time 
repreſented their country. In a very late Parliament 


there were more than probability that men, who had 


been choſen to defend their country's rights, were 
bought to ſupport the Company. Eſtates have riſen 
as ſuddenly as hate "ag palaces, to men who _ 
ſefſed no other ible means of purchaſing them 
than what they may have acquired by ſuch practices. 
However, it is to be hoped that the preſent Parlia- 
ment will enquire into the iniquities of the paſt; and 
do honour to themſelves, and juſtice to their country. 
It is high time that the truth of paſt tranſactions 
ſhould nakedly appear, and all parties gloriouſly coin- 


_ cide to reſtore the honor, power, and proſperity of 
their country, and to emancipate themſelves and their 


y-: fellow- 


of members and their adherents ; and the auddcioul- 


8 
1 
fellow ſubjects from the oligarchic tyranny of their 


fellow - ſubjects; otherwiſe it is not impoſſible but they 
may be fatally and experimentally taught, that an 


annual ſum of two millions will one day be produc- 
tive of a revolution in this ſtate, of a nature very dit- 
ferent from that in 1688; and that an oligarchy of 
twenty four Directors may become the tyrants of this 


realm and her dominions. 


NUMBER IX. * 
Dec. 17, 1768. 


ROM the paper preceding this, it is evident 
F beyond diſproof, that the Eaſt India Company 


obtained their firſt charter from King William, 


through the ignominious influence of bribery and 
corruption, widely fpread among the Miniſtry. and 
the Houſe of Commons: and notwithſtanding the 


clauſe inſerted in that charter, of its being revocaBle 


on three years notice, and the diſcovery of thoſe fla- 
grant acts of profligacy which have been already re- 
lated ; neither the ſign manual of the King, nor the 
impreſſion of the Privy Seal was employed to that 
righteous purpoſe ; ſuch indulgence and ſtrength had 
the practice of ſelling the people's rights obtained fo 
ſhortly after the Revolution; in conſequence. of 


which, both juſtice to the injured nation, and chaſ- 


tiſement to the thieves of the public, were diſpenſed 
with and ſuſpended. ' 4 
In fact, the inquiſitorial - power of the Houſe of 


Commons, that moſt uſeful part of our conſtitution, 


which has been too long delayed, and too much ne- 
glected, had been rouzed in the boſoms of a few ho- 
neſt miniſters, by the atrocious and open profligacy 
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* neſs of their corruption was ſo barefaced and egre- 


ious, that when the antecedent queſtion was brought 
into the Houſe, the importance and the iniquity of 
the tranſaction ſo much outweighed the numbers and 


the effrontery of the Miniſtry, that though they ſtill 
poſſeſſed the hardened reſolution of preſerving, by a 
negative vote, all thoſe who had voluntarily received 


the wages of iniquity, and betrayed their truſt ; they 


| were not ſo mee. impenetrable by every ſenſe of 
| ſhame, as to preclude the: bribery of the Eaſt India 
Company from being brought to open day-light and 


2 execration. Such were the effects which were 


_ happily produced by a few vigilant and vigorous 
members of that Houſe on that notorious occaſion. 


And ſhall the people of England, at this time, want 


men who will ſtand forth to ſave themſelves and 
country, and to wreſt the inſtruments of arbitrary 
power from the hands of an unconſtitutional and 
uſurping oligarchy ? Shall the nation, at this impor- 
tant hour, furniſh no ſuch patriots as the former, 
- when the very exiſtence of the conſtitution, the 
power, the honour, and the happineſs of the. king- 
dom, the rights, liberties, and privileges of the peo- 
ple are abſolutely dependant on the taking, for the 
- nation's ſervice, the revenues of thoſe lands in Aſia, 
the poſſeſſion of which the Eaſt India Company have 


now the face to diſpute with their Sovereign and fel- 


lo- ſubjects? 


That their pecuniary powers did ſupply them with 


advocates in the laſt Houſe of Commons, I will not 
poſitively aſſert; but as there are ſuſpicions well 
grounded on probable circumſtances, which indicate 


ſuch application and ſervice; in order to clear the 


ſuſpected who are innocent, and to fix the ſtigma of 
_—_— the guilty, let the books of that Com- 

_ pany 

King William. Tf this ſhould be denied, the nation 


now examined, as they were in the reign of 


will put their honeſt conſtructions on that negative; 


— 


© 
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if it he granted, and it be then evident that great 
ſams have been diſtributed in ſecret ſervice, the in- 
quiſitorial power of a' Houſe of Commons, exerted 


with integrity, can 2 the hearts of Direc- 
tors and their ſervants, the names of thoſe perſons to 


whom theſe ſums have been given, and for what 


purpoſes. By this examination alſo, it will be evin- 
bed, whether they have exceeded the ſums of money 
to Which their trade is limited by their charter; and 
many other deſirable and neceſſary diſcoveries may be 
made. But Should an enquiry into the Company's, 
affairs be eluded by the concealment of theſe books 
which may reveal their tranſactions, there will then 


need no other evidence do pronounce the reaſon of 


it: for the tranſactions of juſt and upright men can 
want no ſubterfuge nor ſecreting from the national 
inqueſt ; they juſtify themſelves by their own evidence, 
orig an honour to all who haye been concerned 
in them. | 


Though the charter gf confirmation, and of other 


indulgent grants, was obtained by the Company in 


the honorable manner already related, the interlo- 


pers were by no means intimidated before the explo- 


Bon of the corrupt influence by which it was effected, 


from purſuing their commercial intereſts in the inter- 
didted regions gf the earth. They valued the prero- 
gative royal of King William, thus exerted, no more 
than the Papal authority which had been exerted to 
a ſimilar purpoſe; and they boldly aſſerted that no 
King of England was .empowered:to grant ſuch indul- 
genees in trade to one part of his ſuhjjects, at the ex- 
aluſion of the other; and they inliſted that ſuch grants 
in him were the more extraordinary, becauſe to his 
declaration, he came profeſſedly to reſtore thoſe rights 
and liberties which had been invaded in preceding 
reigns, and had been exalted to the ſovereignty of 
hoſe .daminions on the conſtitutional conditions con- 
tained in Magna Charta; though they were expreſſed 
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in the Bill of Rights in ſueh flimſy and evaneſcent 
terms; "i time, not intended 
to be obſerved. 
The Company e 


and the latter, fg by th «i 5 of wealtli t 
mſenſible to the voice _—— Liberty, excited 


the diſcovery of the Company's corrupting, and en- 


couraged by the Miniſters bear —.— hoped to 
acquire the means of being e ng corp into a Com- 


pany on à foundation more 1 in appearance, 
tough equally arbitrary and deſtructive in its inten- 
tion and effects, with the charter already granted. 


At this time that baneful contagion of exceeding 


the annual ſupplies, by borrowirig millions, oft taxes 


to be laid for the payment of the intefeſt of thoſe 


ſums, had infected the robuſt conſtitution of England, 
and which hath ſince diffuſed its gangrenous powers 


through the whole body of the ſtate, and redueed her 


to her preſent mortification and impotence. The 
Interlopers being well acquainted with the miniſterial 
want of money, for the ſupplies of the year, pro- 
poſed to the adminiſtration the lending two millions, 


in return for being legiflatively eſtabliſhed into a 


Company: this was readtly accepted by the Miniſtry; 

notwirhſtanding the oppoſition that was: made to 
it in both Houſes of parliament by the old Company, 
an act was paſſed, authorifing the King to grant a 
charter to the Interlopers; and this he did in the 
face of that excluſive charter which he had previouſly 
granted to the other Company, and for which he had 
received from them ten thoufand pounds. 

It was now the mode for the miniſters ts pro- 
nounce that the Crown had no prerogativeriglit of 
pong excluſive charters, and yet the charter which 

ad been ſo granted to the Okt Company ſtill re- 
mained in equal vigour as before; and thus there 
were two charters exclufive of each other, and both 
repugnant to the conſtitution, and ſubverſive of 2 
rights 
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rights and liberties of the people. But inconſiſtencies 
and contradictions in national meaſures were the 
characteriſticks of thoſe times, and are not yet extir- 
pated in the preſent. The people of England had 
dethroned King James, becauſe he was a Papiſt, and 
they did right; and they had crowned King William 
to ſupport the Proteſtant intereſt; and yet this Pro- 
teſtant King had, by this time, entered into an alliance 
with the Emperor and the Dutch, and undertaken 
a war, proteſting before God that his intentions were, 
never to conclude a peace with Lewis the Fourteenth, 
till be had made reparation to the Holy See for whatever 
he had acted againſt it, and bad annulled all thoſe infamous 
proceedings againſt Holy Father Innocent the Eleventh; 
an admirable exemplification of attachment to the 
Proteſtant: religion, by a Prince who had dethroned 
his father for being a Papiſt. | : 
The New Eaſt India Company was thus eſtabliſhed 
in conſequence of an act of parliament, and becauſe 
the Interlopers would not lend their money on leſs 
than national ſecurity. Yet during this time, one po- 
-pular clamour was, No Popery, No Slavery, though 
the Proteſtàants of England were raiſed to fight, and 
the people and their poſterity mortgaged by their re- 
preſentatives, to pay theſe troops which were waſting 
youu blood in ſupport of the Papal ſupremacy over 
the King of France; and the other was. Liberty and 
Property, though the ſame guardians of their rights 
had granted to the King the authority of granting to 
an oligarchy of twenty-four ſubjects, more than the 
rerogatives of ſovereignty which belong to an Eng- 
liſh King; had doomed their fellow- ſubjects to the 
deſpotiſm of military law, and to be reſcinded from 
their unalienable privileges of encreaſing their pro- 
perty by commerce, wherever it could be extended, 
according to the laws of nations. Such were the 
men who had juſt perfected a Revolution in favour 
of the Liberties of Engliſhmen. _. | 


What 
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What ſums of money his Majeſty King William, 


but glorious Deliverer, and his uncorruptible mini- 


ſtry, might receive on the occaſion of this grant, I 
know not; but ſince both he and they coincided to 
grant another excluſive charter, which was certainly 
. derogatory to that ' prerogative: by which he had 
granted the former, I am perſuaded the miniſtry 
again taſted the ſweets of bribery and corruption, the 


love of which has hitherto encreaſed, in proportion as 


the luſcious draught has been repeated, . , 
_ Notwithſtanding this power of granting charters 


to the Eaſt India Company was thus imparted to the 


King by an act of the legiſlature, I am nevertheleſs 
convinced that the repreſentatives of the people have 
no more conſtitutional authority than the King alone, 
to preclude their conſtituents from their juſt rights 
to ſet up a deſpotic and military power in a {elect 


Company, to ſuſpend the laws of England, and grant 


them the power of making laws for their ſervants, to 
reſcind their ſervants from applying to the Judges of 
England; and to give that Company the power of 
appointing ſuch Judges as they pleaſe ; to ſubject the 


whole community to be ſeduced and kidnapped to 


become their ſoldiers, and permit the Company. to 
raiſe that money which is to pay them for their ſer- 
vice; nor to grant all thoſe rights of ſovereignty, 


which, by the conſtitution, are incommunicable to 


any man or ſet of men whatever, by any conſtitutional 
, 105 23g 74 | 
For in what view, conſiſtent with common ſenſe, 
and the idea of a free nation, can the fervants of the 
people be delegated to give to the King the right of 
granting to twenty-four of his ſubjects every thing 


which conſtitutes: the exiſtence of right and liberty ? 


The being of a repreſentative depends on his defence 
of the people from oppreſſion and arbitrary power, 
the contrary notion is ſubverſive of all idea of repre- 
ſentation; and thoſ: who preſumed to give up the 
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people's rights in the preceding act were betrayers of 
their truſt, and traitors to the conſtitution. No man, 
much leſs a whole nation, can delegate to another that 
right which he or they poſſeſs not in themſelves: did 
ever a people therefore intend to ſubject themſelves to 
the will and actions of their ſervants, and impart to 
them the authority of their deſtroying them, and en- 
ſlaving them and their poſterity ? t 
Could theſe conſtituents have legally imparted ſuch 
power to their repreſentatives, by electing them, nine 
parts in ten Who have fo votes, and are yet entitled 


10 equal freedom,” can never be ſuppoſed to haue) 


given them that authority. | 

1 know it is a common aflertiow,” that in all go- 
vernments, abſolute er muſt eſide ſomewhere ; 
but the rectitude of 3 I deny. It is exclu- 


ded from the conſtitution of England, as it is by the 


{laws of nature; for though the Commons have an ab- 
ſolute power to do right, they have it not 40 do wrong; 
for being the ſervants of the public, and guardians of 
their liberties, they cannot, either in the nature of 
ſervice of repreſentation, or of the conſtitution, be 
authorized to betray their truſt, to invade the rights, 


or to enſlave their conſtituents. Laws may be made 


of this ſort, and men may acquieſce in them, but 
they are nevertheleſs ſubverſive of all that is or ought 
to be dear to a free people. . * 
This declaration may probably be repugnant to the 
narrow ſentiments of contracted lawyers, who in all 
their opinions are led by the ſlender thread of the 
ſtatutes, and ſee nothing in the wide expanſe of native 
right, and of the . — Dr. Blackſtone, in- 
deed, declares, that the power of parliament is abſo- 
tute 5 but as this po cannot be exerted without the 
' repreſentatives of the people, has he not ſet up a 
| paſſive obedience in the maſters to their ſervants ? and 
enjoined a ſilence into acquieſcence with whatever acts 
their delegates may inſtitute, however unjuſt and op- 
os | preſſive? 
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1 
preſſive? A paſſive obedience more to be dreaded 
than that to Kings, which has been long exploded. 
But in oppoſition to this law opinion, I ſhall tranſcribe 
chat of Mr. Locke. ATE, gl 
, Though the legiſlature, whether placed in one or 


more, whether it be always in being, or only by 
Intervals, though it be the ſupreme power in every 
commonwealth, yet it is not, nor can poſſibly be 
abſolutely arbitrary over the lives and fortunes of 
the people; for it being but the joint power of 
every member of the ſociety, given up to that per- 
ſon or that aſſembly, which is legiſlator, it can be 
no more than thoſe perſons had in a ſtate of nature 
before they entered into ſociety, and gave up to the 
community; for nobody can transfer to another 
more power than he has in himſelf; and nobody has 
an abſolute arbitrary power over himſelf, or over 
any other, to deſtroy his own life, or take away the 
life, liberty, or property of another. Their power, 
in the utmoſt bounds of it, is limited to the public 
good. of the ſociety. It is a power that hath no | 
other end but preſervation, and therefore can never 
have a right to deſtroy, enſlave, or deſignedly to 

impoveriſn the ſubjects.” | 

And again: Though in a conſtituted common- 
r ſtanding upon its own baſis, and acting 
according to its own nature, there can be but one 
ſupreme power, which is the legiſlature, to which 
all the reſt are, and muſt be ſubordinate ; yet the 
legiſlature, being only a fiduciary power to act for 
certain ends, there ſtill remains in the people a ſu- 
preme power to remove or alter the legiſlature, 
when they fmd the legiſlacure act contrary to the 
truſt repoſed in them ? for all power given, with 
truſt, fs the attaining an end, being limited by that 
end, wherever that end is manifeſtly: refuted or op- 
poſed, the truſt muſt neetſlarily be forfeited, and 
the power devolves into the hands of thoſe that 
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gave it, who may place it a-new, where they ſhall 
think beſt for their ſafety and ſecurity. And thus 
the community perpetually retains a ſupreme power 


of ſaving themſelves from the attempts and deſigns 
of an body, even of their - legiſlators, whenever 


* 
< 
£ 
o 
they ſhall be ſo fooliſh or ſo wicked, as to lay and 
© carry on deſigns againſt the liberties and properties 
© of the ſubject; for no man, or ſociety of men, hav- 
ing a power to deliver up their preſervation, or 
© conſequently the means of it, to the abſolute will 
and arbitrary dominion of another, whenever any 
one ſhall go about to bring them into ſuch a ſlaviſh 
condition, they will always have a right to preſerve 
what they have not a power to part with, and to 
rid themſelves of thoſe who invade this fundamen- 
© tal, ſacred, and unalterable law of ſelf-preſervation, 
for which they entered into ſociety.” * | 
Such are the different opinions of Blackſtone and 
Locke; and let my readers now conſider, which of 
them is moſt conſentaneous to the nature of man, the 
laws of God, and the conſtitution of the realm; and 
then determine on what grounds of delegated autha- 
rity the repreſentatives of the people preſumed to 
impart, by act of parliament, the power of granting ſo 
tyrannical a charter to the Eaſt India Company. And 
then I would aſk the advocates of- Dr. Blackſtone, 
if ſuch there be, whether the ſame abſolute power 
which enacted the above law, ſo deſtructive of our 
national right, has not at preſent an equal power to 
abrogate it for the ſalvation of the community? And 
whether a true patriot member car refuſe his utmoſt 
endeavour to reſtore his conſtituents to their ancient 
rights, and the kingdom to its former power and con- 
ſideration? . 
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Dec. 20, 1768. 


1. my laſt paper I have ſhewn to my fellow ſub- 
'K jedts, that their repreſentatives can never be legally 
authoriſed by this conſtitution to enact ſuch. ſtatutes 
as are ſubverſive of thoſe rights, which, by the laws 
of nature, and of the ſocial compact of Engliſhmen 


they are entitled to enjoy. I ſhall now proceed to 
examine the powers which were given by the Com- 


mons in parliament to King William, with permiſſion 
to erect a New Eaſt India Company, and whether 
theſe powers by which they enabled him to make ſuch 


grants, were Tuch as they had a juſt title to transfer 


to his hands, with the further right of imparting them 
by charter to any company of men in this kingdom, 
excluſive of the other ſubjects, and with a participa- 
tion to foreigners. | 

As this ſingular ſtatute, made in the year 1689, by 
which the Sovereign of this realm has been empower- 
ed to inſtitute a Ne 
Company erected by royal prerogative ſtill ſubſiſt- 
ing) 1s the firſt of that kind which is to be found in 
the annals of England ; I ſhall examine into the moſt 
material privileges which were given him by this act of 
the legiſlature, and into thoſe which were granted by 
the King to that Company in conſequence of it. And 
here it is to be obſerved, that it was impracticable, 
conſtitutionally, to erect a New Company by prero- 


gative power; becauſe all the efficacy which could 


be exerted by that power was exhauſted in the 
charter granted to the Old Company. For the King 
having granted ſuch privileges to them alone, and 
having excluded all ſis other ſubjects from inter- 
fering in, or violating the rights which were therein 


granted, had, through his own mere motion and cer- 


tam 


w Company by charter (an Old 
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- tain knowledge, precluded himſelf from exerciſing 
his prerogative to*a ſimilar purpoſe, unleſs by three 
years notice he had revoked the grants which he had 
already made; and this he had not done. For un- 
leſs ſuch grants are precluſive to the power of grant- 
ing the indulgencies by the King to others, they are, 
in fact, no grants at all: and-I ſuppoſe the Old Eaft 
India Company would not have given him ten thou- 
ſand pounds, and one hundred thouſand more to 
his miniſters, for the obtaining that charter, the vali- 
dity of which was ſuſceptible of being annihilated 
by a ſingle breath of his Majeſty. | 
This charter, therefore, being granted in conſe- 
quence of legiſlative, and not of prerogative conceſ- 
— the particular powers which are contained in 
that act are ſuch only as the King was enabled to im- 
part to the New Company; and all ſuch * 
grants as exceed the letter and the limits of the law, 
are a violent and an arbitrary proceeding, and altoge- 
ther unwarrantable; though ſome of them ſhould be 
ſuch as had been prerogatively exerciſed by preceding 


Princes. . | 
Tuo millions heing now to be raiſed to carry on 
the war in ſupport of the Pope and the Devil, or / 


the Dutch, for the two laſt are. equally friends and 
| allies of this kingdom, the loyal and dutiful Commons, 
as it is expreſſed in the act, 2 humbly preſented his 
Majeſty with a further gift of duties which were to be 
laid on ſalt; and thus this univerſal and moſt uſeful 
neceſſary of life to all ranks of the community, 
and more particularly to the indigent and induſ- 
trious, was firſt taxed by TA Proteſtant Parliament 
1 


for the ſupport of a Popiſh war, and to enable 


the King to erect an oligarchy of tyrants, which it 
is not impoſſible, may one day, dethrone the very 
family which he placed: in the ſovereignty of Eng- 
land and her dominions. The intereſt of theſe two 
millions was to be at the rate of eight per 3 
an 
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and for the payment of it, the manufacture, the 
huſbandman, artiſt, artizan, and all others, were 
doomed to encreaſe their daily toil, or to be deprived 


of the means of purchaſing that neceſſary at the 


price to which it is now advanced. Beſides this, the 
very produce. of the earth was rendered leſs eaſily to 
be obtained, and. more precarious, becauſe the far- 
mer was, by this duty on falt, reſcinded from that 


fertilizing manure which had been applied with ſuch 


abundant advantage to that purpoſe before the erec- 
tion of that baneful Company. Hſe 


Miniſters were now become more crafty, and 


Kings. leſs N than heretofore, in the per- 
petrating of unjuſtifiable meaſures, by acts of pre- 
rogative arbitrarily exerted. On this account, where- 


o 


ever an intention was adopted of oppreſſing the peo- 
ple, they evaded the old method of regal power, and 


applied to the Commons for the obtaining ſuch ſtatutes 
as would accompliſh their iniquitous deſigns; and a 


majority of theſe faithful protectors of the rights of 


Engliſhmen were ſeldom unreſponſive to miniſterial 
application and purpoſes; and by theſe means ſuch 


oppreſſive acts, more particularly in the laying of 
taxes, have been accompliſhed, as the moſt profli- 
gate Miniſter would not have dared to advile, nor 
the moſt arbitrary monarch to have carried into exe- 


cution by his ſole mandate. And, for the truth of 


this aſſertion, I deſire my readers to compare the 
taxes which have been laid by the former repreſen- 


tatives of this people, with thoſe which have been 
impoſed on the other nations of Europe, by the moſt 
abſolute and moſt remorſeleſs of their ſovereigns. 
And here it is obvious to the diſcernment of all 
who will preſume to think, how little the multitude 


axe influenced by the reality of the truth of things, 


and how eaſy they are led captive by the deluſion of 
names and appearances. Theſe oppreſſive acts were 


not conſidered to be the exertions of deſpotic power, 


becauſe 
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becauſe they were inſtituted by their Repreſentatives 4 
as if the name and mode could alter the nature and 
depravity of the deed, or alleviate the anguiſh of the 
ſalferin And they were ſilently obeyed, becauſe 
the makers of them had been choſen by themſelves 
to defend them from injurious treatment. And thus 
the yery reaſons which ought to have rendered ſuch 
betrayers of their truſt, theſe mortgages of the peo- 
ple and their poſterity, to ſuch 1gnominious pur- 
poſes, ten times more execrable than if the ſame ef- 
fects had been obtained by regal power, were conſi- 
dered as arguments for ſilently acquieſcing with ſuch 
ſtatutes ;. and by theſe means the laws of England 
in various inſtances are become the moſt tremendous 
inſtruments of deſpotiſm in the hands of Miniſters ; 
for laws are inexorable, and even the momentary re- 
lentings of a tyrant's. heart are precluded from ſuch 
cruel inſtitutes. ; | 
By this act his Majeſty King William was em- 
wered, by commiſſion under the Great Seal of 
© England, to authoriſe and appoint any number of 
« perſons to take and receive all ſuch voluntary 
< ſubſcriptions, as ſhall be made by or for any per- 
« fon or perſons, natives or FOREIGNERS, towards 
© the raiſing the ſum of two millions, andꝭ to incor- 
« porate them into all the privileges of this Company.” 
In this infidious manner the delegated guardians of 
the rights and liberties of Engliſhmen, not only de- 
rived, as far as in them lay, their fellow ſubjetts 
From thoſe commercial privileges to which by Magna 
Charta they are intitled, but even broke down the 
conſtitutional mound, and let in that inundation of 
foreigners into this Company, who have ſince well 
nigh overwhelmed all thoſe advantages which were 
to be derived from that trade, and from which the 
nation in general was barbarouſly prechuded. In 
this manner the predilection of the Dutch, which diſ- 
Praced the adminiſtration of that reign, was ſignally 
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manifeſted, and iniquitouſſy prevailed; norwithſtand- 


ing it was r:ghtcouſly and vigorouſly oppoſed by many 
honeſt members of both Houſes, the majority of whom 
was fo flagrantly abandoned. | | 

Of this Company there were to be annually: elect- 


ed Twenty-four Truſtees, by way of ballot, who are 
now called Directors; and theſe at no great diſtance, 
without the vigilance and Oy of all ranks of the 


community, will become Dictators; for they have 
already uſurped the power of that unlimited magi- 
ſtrate, as it was occaſionally exerciſed in Rome, when 
free, through all the dominions of Aſia; Africa, and 
America, Wherever they have obtained a ſettlement ; 
and ſhould they be unconſtitutionally indulged with 
retaining the conquered lands of Afia, one fourth 
23 of that revenue which they produce, will inevita- 
bly fix them perperual Dictators, alike in England 


as in India; and it will prove as impracticable to 


prevent the ſun from riſing, as to preclude the in- 
fluence of five hundred thouſand pounds, much leſs 
of two millions annually, to be diftributed by Di- 
rectors, among ſuch men as feceive the wages of 
corruption in the grant of the former charter, in 
the reign of King William; and as the Roman le- 
gions, by the incitements of their Perpetual Dicta- 


tor, and the luſt of gold, were ſeduced and inſti- 


vated to enflaye their country, and to make him 
their tyrant, ſuch may, in like manner, be the event 


of theſe in England; without that vigilance and vi- 


gor, which, by the imminence of the danger, is now 
abſolutely neceſſary to be exerted by every Britifh 


ſubje& who is reſolved to live and die a free man, to 


be loyal to his King, and to defend himſelf and his 


poſterity in their juſt claims and properties. For 
this is one eternal truth, that ſhould the Company 
be permitted to retain thoſe revenues, the loft of 
power on the one ſide, and the luſt of money on the 


other, will furniſh them with men, who by votes or 
1 8 9 arms, 
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becauſe they were inſtituted by their Repreſentatives 4 
as if the name and mode could alter the nature and 


d 

ſuffering, And they were ſilently obeyed, becauſe 
the makers of them had been choſen by themſelves 
to defend them from injurious treatment. And thus 
the very reaſons which ought to have rendered ſuch 


betrayers of their truſt, theſe mortgages of the peo- 


ple and their poſterity,” to ſuch 1gnominious pur- 

ſes, ten times more execrable than if rhe ſame ef- 
fects had been obtained by regal power, were conſi- 
dered as arguments for filently acquieſcing with ſuch 
ſtatutes ;. and by theſe means the laws of England 
in various inſtances are become the moſt tremendous 
inſtruments of deſpotiſm in the hands of Miniſters , 
for laws are inexorable, and even the momentary re- 
lentings of a tyrant's heart are precluded from ſuch 
cruel mſtitutes. ; | | | 

By this act his Majeſty King William was em- 

wered, by commiſſion under the Great Seal of 
England, to authoriſe and appoint any number of 
< perſons to take and receive all ſuch voluntary 
< ſubſcriptions, as ſhall be made by or for any per- 
« fon or perſons, natives or FOREIGNERS, towards 
© the raiſing the ſum of two millions, and to incor- 
« porate them into all the privileges of this Company.” 
In this inſidious manner the delegated guardians of 


the rights and liberties of Engliſhmen, not only de- 


rived, as far as in them lay, their fellow ſubjects 
rom thoſe commercial privileges to which by Magna 
Charta they are intitled, but even broke down the 
conſtitutional mound, and let in that inundation of 
foreigners into this Company, who have ſince well 


nigh overwhelmed all thoſe advantages which were 


to be derived from that trade, and from which the 
nation in general was barbarouſly prechuded. In 
this manner the predilection of the Dutch, which diſ- 
.Praced the adminiſtration of that reign, was ſignally 


„N of the deed, or alleviate the anguiſh of the 
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manifeſted, and iniquitouſly prevailed; notwithftand- 


ing it was righteouſly and vigorouſly oppoſed by many 

honeſt members of both Houſes, the eri of whom 

was ſo flagrantly abandoned. ö 
Of this Company there were to be annually: elect- 


ed Twenty-four Truſtees, by way of ballot, who are 
now called Directors; and theſe at no rn diſtance, 
] 


without the vigilance and activity of all ranks of the 
community, will become Di&ators ; for they have 
already uſurped the Powe of that unlimited magi- 
ſtrate, as it was occaſionally exerciſed in Rome; when 


free, through all the dominions of Aſia; Africa, and 
and ſhould they be unconſtitutionally indulged with 


America, wherever they have obtained a unged wi 


retaining the conquered lands of Afia, one fourth 
par of that revenue which they produce, will inevita- 

ly fix them perperual Dictators, alike in England 
as in India; and it will prove as impracticable to 
prevent the ſun from riſing, as to preclude the in- 
fluence of five hundred thouſand pounds, much leſs 
of two millions annually, to be diftributed by Di- 
rectors, among ſuch men as feceive the wages of 
corruption in the grant of the former charter, in 
the reign of King William; and as the Roman le- 


gions, by the incitements of their Perpetual Dicta- 


tor, and the luſt of gold, were ſeduced and inſti- 
gated to enflave their country, and to make him 
their tyrant, ſuch may, in like manner, be the event 


of theſe in England; without that vigilance and vi- 


gor, which, by the imminence of the danger, is now 
abſolutely neceſſary to be exerted by every Bririth 
ſubject who is reſolved to live and die a free man, to 


be loyal to his King, and to defend himſelf and his 
poſterity in their juſt claims and properties. For 


this is one eternal truth, that ſhould the Company 


be permitted to retain thoſe revenues, the luſt of 


power on the one ſide, and the luſt of money on the 
other, will furniſh them with men, who by votes or 
4 I | | 


arms, 
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arms, will certainly effectuate any deſpotic pur- 


ſes. 3 | | 
By this law all perſons who were concerned or tr 
traded, whether in the Company or by licence, are 8 


< to ſwear not to trade for more than the ſum of two 
millions: and all their factors, nts, and ſer- al 
« yants, were to ſwear fidelity to the Company.“ Be- 


ſides theſe particulars, . the faithful Commons em- 0 
powered the King to grant them the privilege of . 
making bye-laws, as they ſhould think proper for ; 
* the government of their ſervants, and all others, 
<« who might diſregard or infract the privileges to be : 
* granted in the charter; and to infli — and 2 
« puniſhments, by impriſonments, mulcts, fines, and 4 
amerciaments, for any breach. of thoſe laws ; and 
to levy ſuch fines, &c. to the uſe of the Company 5 
© reſpectively: and they had the privilege of bor- 
< rowing money, not exceeding their capital, under 0 
their common ſeal. And whoever ſhould preſume q 
to trade in the parts interdicted by the charter, 
< were to forfeit all goods, ſhips, &c. and double the — 
value of them; one fourth to the informer, and the Qt 
© reſt to the Company. This act imparted the power " 
granting them the above privileges for twelve years, = 
and the charter was alſo capable of being revoked h 
5 on three years notice.“ : „ 
Such were the powers with which this perfidious Al 
Houſe of Commons unconſtitutionally inveſted the * 
King, in order to grant them to a few of his ſub- 
jects, to Dutchmen, Danes, and all nations who are de 
incapable by the very fundamental principles of the . 
confatution to receive them; and notwithſtanding of 
which, they have continually participated in thoſe 0 
advantages, to the excluſion of the Britiſh nation in s b 
general. | . 
Enormous as this Act muſt appear to all conſi- a] 
derate men, this was not the whole 'of that miſchief ſt 
which it contained. Not content with ſubjecting all : 
0 5 ＋ | e « who ; 


4 


r $5. IE) & a. y d ð v ͤ 


NE. 


K 7 


| wks might ſerve under theſe lordly. maſters to arbi- 


trary ſway, depriving all thoſe of their lawful rights 
of commerce who might dare to traffic in thoſe-in- 
terdicted parts, and making them obnoxious to their 
arbitrary laws, they now in the ſame ſtatute enact, 
That a got of five per cent. above all other duties, 
< ſhall be laid on the true and real value of all goo 


and merchandize, product and growth of the Eaſt 


© Indies, and all the interdicted parts, for the uſe of 
* the ſaid Company,“ in order to maintain ſuch Em- 
baſſadors or other Miniſters, as his Majeſty, at the 
* nomination of the Directors, ſhall be pleaſed to ſend 


to any Emperor, Prince, or State, within the parts 


* aforeſaid, or to defray. any other expences : the 
* ſurplus to remain with the Company.? : - 


And in this manner, and by theſe means, as all 


taxes are ultimately paid by the conſumers of thoſe 
commodities on which they are placed, the good 


people of England were doomed to pay a duty of five 


per cent. on ſuch goods, in. ſupport of an oligarchy 
trade and advantages from which they were excluded, 
and of which foreigners were allowed to participate 
equally with the Company itſelf ; and thus by adding 


five per cent. duty, to eight per cent. intereſt, and ſup- 


poſing their imports equal to their capital, they were 

allowed thirteen per cent. intereſt for the loan of two 

„ „ 
Such were the ſignal examples of truſt and fidelity 


to their charge, which were manifeſted by the re- 


preſentatives of the people in that honourable Houſe 
of Commons; men of revolution principles, reſtorers 
of the nation's rights, and enemies of arbitr 


. Power: Could theſe Commons of England, elected 


y the people to preſerve their rights, be conſtitution- 


ally authoriſed to tax the community, in order to 


ſupply the exigencies of a tyrannic oligarchy, and 


for the ſupport of a trade from which theſe very re- 
_ preſentatives have excluded their conſtituents ? Wil 
; YN - even 


= 


even Dr. Blackſtone ſtand forth the advacate of ſuch | 
authority delegated to that houſe ? If he does, let us 


hear no more of execrating the Tories, for being the 
ſupporters of paſſive obedience to a Sovereign, if we 
muſt implicitly yield it to our ſervants. Such prin- 


ciples are infinitely mare ignominious and more laviſh | 


than the former; for if thoſe Commons had an au- 
thority to tax the people for the ſupport of the Eaſt 

India e pg they had an equal right to tax them 
for their own ſupport and benefit: and if they could 
take a duty of five per cent. from the property of the 
community, and apply it to the uſe of that Company, 
they could take from the ſame people all they poſ- 


ſeſſed, and apply it to their own parpokes x for the 
I 


quantity of the money makes no difference, *tis the 


act of taking and applying any ſum in the 1 | 


manner, which conſtitutes the tyranny of the tranſ- 
greſſion. If ſuch power be conſtitutionally in the 
Commons, no man can conceive his property to be 
ſafe: more eſpecially if ſuch repreſentatives ſhould 
once more fill that Houſe, as thoſe who doomed their 
conſtituents to the payment of that duty to ſuch uſes 
and to ſuch dickators. | 

To leyy money by Royal mandate, without con- 
ſent of the Commons, is diametrically oppoſite to 
the Great Charter and the Bill of Rights, even tho' 
it be applied to the ſervice of the State. Were theſe 


Commons then entitled to levy money on the people, 


for the ſervice of a Company which precludes the 
people from their rights, and threatens deſtruction 
" alike to the King and kingdom? The former has 
been execrated and aboliſhed ; the latter, I am per- 
ſuaded, will not long ſurvive. Such privileges, whe- 
ther granted by the King. or the Commons, whether 
obtained by laws or by the Prerogative Royal, are 
equally unjuſtifiable, arbitrary, and unconſtitutional; 
and this notwithſtanding by the former method i: 
has the ſeductive appearance of being legal, and by 
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che latter it impacts a conviction of its being unlawful 
anddeſpotic, Such was the event of this tranſaction, 


the interlopers denied that the King could equally 
grant an excluſive charter, and then receiyed the ſame 
grants from his hands, becauſe they were transferred 
to him by the ſervar** of the ne who had leſs 
ri an he to exerciſe it, 
before the Ol „ug the ar{t charter which precluded * 

| >retext of granting the ſecond : and in 
this manner thoſe vigorous friends of - liberty and 
right, thoſe opponeats of the former grants, moſt 
conſcientiouſly accepted the charter, which rendered 
them abfolute and tyrannic over their fellow - ſubjects 
in Aſia, and nqw threatens to effect the like deſpotiſm 
in Englanc. | 4a 
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„ | | Dec. 24, 1768. 
IE powers which were ſpecifically imparted b 
the Yates which 3 King William — 
rant a charter to a New Eaſt India Company, being 
ſuch as are previouſly related; the faithrul repreſen- 
tatives of the people, ever watchful of their rights 
and tenacious of their liberties, added to the antece- 
dent particulars (ſingular and extenſive as they may 
appear) one other clauſe which inſtantaneouſly demo- 
liſhed all the bulwarks of the nation's rights, and 
prone the King, with unlimited power, to act as 


he pleaſed reſpecting the grants which he. might be- 


ſtow on this Company; and this they effected in the 
ſabſequent terms: © And it ſhall and may be law- 
ful to and for his Majeſty, by letters patent under the 
Great Seal of England, to incorporate all ſuch ſub- 
e | {cribers 
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ſcribers to be one Company, with powers to chuſe 
their own managers, or directors, and officers, and to 
grant ſuch other powers and clauſes, as ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary or requiſite for the carrying on of ſuch trade; 


.or ſhall be reaſonable for his Majeſty to grant; and 
the directors or managers, and other members of the 


ſame, ſhall be ſubject to ſuch farther rules, qualifica- 
tions, and appointments, as his Majeſty, in their charter, 


foall think reaſonable to be inſerted.” 

This was a glorious and munificent addition of the 
Commons of England to the powers which they had 
ſpecifically imparted by the fame act. And it not only 
fled, but heaped the meaſure of their iniquities; and 
which, notwithſtanding the proviſo of granting ſuch 
powers only as ſhall be reaſonable for his Majeſty to 
grant, does: abſolutely annihilate that reſtriction, by 
. empowering the Kjng to grant to the Company all 
ſuch rules, qualifications, and appointments, as be ſhall 
think reaſonable and neceſſary to be inſerted in the 
charter; and between theſe two reaſonables there might 
poſſibly be no ſmall difference. By this ſingle clauſe 
of treacherous indulgence, all the liberties and pri- 
vileges of Engliſhmen, reſpecting their commercial 
rigchts eſtabliſned by Magna Charta, of trading to all 
parts of the globe; together with thoſe of freedom 
of perſon, of encreaſing their property, and * of 
keeping that property already poſſeſſed, were by the 
Commons given to the King, to ſuſpend or diſpenſe 
-<vith, as he ſhould think reaſonable. And thus a ſta- 
tute was enacted to enable King William to do thoſe 
very deeds of ſuſpenſion and diſpenſation of laws for 
which King James had moſt righteouſly been expelled 
the kingdom; and thoſe powers which had been ille- 
gal in the prerogative, were now made lawful by par- 


liament, and rendered irrevocable by the Commons to 


all eternity: for the enacting this law depended on 
their conſent ; but the revocation of it on that of the 
King and bis ſucceſſers. '» For whatever bills might have 
2 been 
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EFT in the Commons, to reclaim the powers 
they had given away, it was in the hands of the 
King to prevent their being carried into a law by his 
negative, and that negative he gave on other occaſions, 
Such were the deeds of men delegated by the nation 
to Der in freedom, right, and property; in 
defence of which they ought to have ſacrificed their 


lives, and for which deſertion of their duty they 


ought to have been executed, as betrayers of their 
truſt, and traitors to the conſtitution. 4145 
For certainly, according to the precepts of ſacred 
writ, which ſays, put not your truſt in Princes, Kin 
William, however, in wiſdom he might be deem 
ſuperior to thoſe ſovereigns who reigned before. him, 
was not #fallible in his judgment, or inſuſceptible of 
being deluded or . miſled by inſidious and ſelf- inte- 
reſted miniſters. That conduct, therefore, which his 
Majeſty or his minions might think reaſonable to grant, 
might poſſibly be unreaſonable in itſelf, and the ſanction 
of ſuſpending and diſpenſing with the laws which was 
thus imparted, was a ſacrilegious and unpardonable 
act in men who had juſtly ſent their late Sovereign 
into exile, for having illegally exerted that arbitrary 
power. And thus they erected, by parliamentary 
authority, that power of prerogative in Kings, re- 
ſpecting this pernicious Company, and made that 
lawful which they had formerly inſiſted to be de- 
ſpotic, and not to be entruſted to the hands of ſove- 
reigns. | 3G 5 
But the miniſters of the King were encreaſed in 


. 


wiſdom by the antecedent experience of thoſe diſco- 


veries which were made by the inquiſitorial authority 
of the Houſe of Commons, into their former crimes 
of bribery and corruption; and though they at that 
time prevailed in defeating the honeſt intention of 
puniſhing them for their ſins, they reſolved no more 


to riſque the danger of a diſcovery, and to confide in- 


the attachment of their dependants in an 
| | | bh 
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for their ſafety. On this account they obta rained the 


3 clauſe from the Commons, that the King 


ould have the right of inſerting in the charter ug, 
rules, qualifications, and appointments, as he ſhould 


think reaſonable, arid thus effectually ſeeured them- 
ſelves from every parliamentary enquiry into their 


conduct; for by this cunning device, that Houſe of 
Commons had cleverly prechaded themſelves from 


the exerciſe of their inquiſitorial power, as far as it 


related to all things tranſacted by the King, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, in regard to the Haff India Com- 
P'E or it would have been the moſt fignal abſurdity 
and contradiction for thoſe repreſentatives to have 
called to account, arraigned, or impeached, the mi- 


niſters of King William, for the adviſing ſuch rules, 


lifications, and appointments as his Majefty had 
Sopmahe reaſonable be granted, 8 had 
papally anted to him the plenary indulgence of in- 
ſerting what he ſhould think reaſonable; and as no 
proof of his Majeſty's thinking any power unreaſonable 


which he might concede, could be derived but from 


the boſom, and the diſcovery of the King alone, it 
bears no plauſible appearance that the ſame ſovereign 
would condemn, as unreaſonable, what he had granted 
as reaſonable; and arraign his own off his miniſter's 
underſtanding and integrity, or give his aſſent to any 
bill which might be paſſed through the Commons for 
the. revoking that clauſe in the preceding ſtatute, and 
thereby lay open his miniſters to parliamentary inquiry, 
for adviſing that conduct which he had thought rea- 
ſonable to adopt, and thoſe grants which he had con- 
ſequently, by charter, imparted ro the Eaft India 
Company. And in this deteſtable manner, and 0 
theſe nefarious means, the miniſters were, by the act 
and deed of the Houſe of Commons, guarantied by 
law from all danger of enquiry ; and all legal reſtraint 


and appychenſion of chaſtiſement, for the miquities 


which 


. 
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which they might perpetrate reſpecting that charter, 
and that Company, was, by this deſtructive inſtitute, 
as effectually removed from their hearts, as integrity 
had been from their conſciences, when they perfidi- 


_ ouſly-fold the nation's rights and freedom to the Old 
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And thus, in-this:infidious manner, by: authority of 


the Commons, the high road of corruption and ſelf- 
intereſt was parliamentarily levelled and made ſafe for 


the exerciſe of the moſt execrable of all robbers, the 


robbers of their country's rigbts, privileges, and liber- 


ties; and every barrier of law and of the conſtitution, 
which had been erected to prevent ſuch national felo- 


nies, was by the very centinels ordained: to guard 
them, infamouſſy thrown open, that no poſſible im- 


pediment might ſubſiſt which might either diſcourage 
their perpetrating ſuch acts, or retard their eſcap 


from juſtice; and by their connivance they were let 


looſe to the commiſſion of every deed of depredation 
and rapine which they might think reaſonable for his 
Majeſty to think reaſonable to be inſerted; and in 
thoſe days the plunder of tht ate was miniſterial reaſon. 
And in this manner the guardians of the people had, 
irrevocably, by their power, conveyed to the King 
the illegal and unconſtitutional means of fecuring his 
miniſters from puniſhment, for whatever tranſgreſſions 
they might commit againſt the people's rights, free- 
dom, and commercial privileges, in favour of the 
Eat ie Ä tt 02, hone nic 
From the origin of the conſtitution to that fatal 
day, no act ſo replete with miſchief, and ſo commu- 
nicative of arbitrary power to the ſovereign on the 
throne, had ever been inſtituted; thoſe excepted 
which had been paſſed by the Commons in the reign 
of Henry the Eighth: then, indeed, your repreſen- 
tatives ignomumiouſly enacted, that the King's Procla- 
mation ſhould poſſeſs the force and vigour of the 
laws, and impowered his Majeſty to leave his domi- 
"IH © <p | nions 
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pions and his ſovereign ignty to whom he might pleaſe 
by his laſt Will to nominate, and appoint. And the 
7 were abſolutely enſlaved by the act and deed 
of che guardians of their liberties. By this law in the 


reign of King William, the Commons imparted to 


the King the permiſſion of e by his charters, 
all thoſe powers and prerogatives which are included 


both in the executive and legiſlative departments of 


overnment. hunſelf yet living. And theſe p 
e this, and of ſubſequent acts, have 
erected that Company into a tyranny, unknown ta 
this conſtitution; and which, wherever they reſide, 
and whatever be the form of government, whether in 
one, in a few, in mam, or in the repreſentatives of 
all, includes every thing that can eee. ty- 
ranny in the heads, and enſlavement on the ſubject, 
oo theſe diſgraceful and oppreflive acts of that ſer- 

ile and miſcreant Houſe of Commons, in the days 
of that tyrant Henry the Eighth, were repealed in the 
ſucceeding reign; and the conſtitution was feſtored 
to its ancient dignity in that reſpect ; but the ſtatute 
enacted in the reign of King William, not only ſub- 
ſiſts with full ' vigour at this day, but has been 
ſtrengthened and encreaſed by other acts in ſuc- 
ceeding Houſes of Commons. Will Dr. Blackſtone, 
who afferts, and truly, that the King cannot /u/pend 
or diſpenſe with the laws in an unconſtitutional man- 
ner, perſiſt in declaring that thoſe Commons have an 
abſolute authority to tranſact ſuch things? and that 
the people ſhall paſſively obey their ſervants, which 
they incapacitated themſelves from repealing, without 
the conſent of the King and the Houſe of Lords? and 
abſqlutely renounced and ſurrendered: the eſſential duty 
of ſaving their conſtituents from deſpotiſm and op- 
prefiing ? es Re mort 8 f 
But the auſpicious day is now approaching, the re- 
preſentatives of the people are now rouzed from the 
lethargic ſupineneſs and corrupt indulgence of their 
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fedeceffots. The exerciſe of thoſe arbitrary powers 
y the Company in the realms of Afia, though unat- 


tended to in their origin and progreſs, whilſt they 


perating ſenſi on the national welfare; 
Which tnatterinon' is cM the conſequence of miſ- 
chief, however enormous, When tranſacted] in regions 


only far remote, has now, by the arrogant uſurpation 


of that Compam „in retaining the Attatic lands and 


revenues from © King and from the ſtate, bröüghk 


the 9 ard te dead of that power into the 
midſt of this kingd gdom. The nation has taken the 


alarm, and the demolition of their deſpotiſm, the ſal- 


vation of the ſtate, and the freedom of the people 
from their enſlaying directors, are well tiigh arrived 
to their completion. : 
The patriotic | ſucceſſors of thoſe petfidious Com- 
moris will, I am confident, obliterate the ignominy 
of thoſe,- who; 1 in former reigns, have betrayed their 
truſt, and ſacrificed the liberty of the people and the 
conftirlifion of the kingdom; and in the rang 
this laudable event, eke will undoubtedly Fe aſſiſt 
by every honeſt Briton; be gratefully thanked Wy Go the 
whole community, and the Honour of having de 
ed their country: froth perdition and . will be 
eternally affixed to their names and characters. Suc- 
ceeding generations will bleſs: their: memory; and on 
the anniverſary of te day: in the month of 
Hof the year ; they wWill pqur their ſacred 
libations to the nat emembratice of that auſpi- 
cious day, and of thoſe who ſaved them; and enthu- 
ſiaftically pronoutice to their gazing children, On 
this propitious day the Britiſh nation was happily 
delivered from the arbitrary power of the Eaſt India 
Oligarchy, and reſtored to freedom; and be this 
4 „ everlaſtingly conſecrated and temembered by 
you and your poſterity. ? Old: age "ſhall -pronounce 
theſe words with exultation ; ty and quveneſ- 
cence ſhall” hear and repeat Een delight and 
K 2 rapture z 


45 75 


r | 
rapture z.. and one univerſal ſound of thankful remi- 


.*. niſcence ſhall fill the wide; extended realms of Eng- 


land, and things inanimate reverberate the joyful ac- 
cents. Theſe are the rewards which men deſerve wha 
have delivered their country from thraldom : theſe are 
the oblations which a grateful nation, will offer up to 


patriotiſm 3. and. theſe acts, in the Houſe of Commons, 
will be conſecrated into permanency and law, by that 


Sovereign, who 1s incapable, of 8 that nega- 
tive which can retard his people's happine 
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ing act of parliament, there is yet another which 
delerves to be attended to; and it is, That on 
the payment of two millions, three years after notice, 


* the clauſes already mentioned in the preced- 


the Company ſhall ceaſe,” - And this alternative, re- 
prung 75 


lating to the payment of that ſum, neceſſarily ſſ 
from the loan of the two millions with 5 85 the 
Company had then firſt ſupplied the government. B. 

rs no the: nation — on e 8 
juſt: claim of redemption from their oppreſſion and 
injuries; and I truſt it will not be denied, but it ſtill 
remained in the King to fruſtrate, by his negative, 
every act by which that ſum might be raiſed to diſ- 
charge. the public debt to the Eaſt India oligarchy. 
As chat privilege of redemption has not yet been car- 
ried into execution, the aſcendancy of Miniſters over 
their maſters has never been brought to an experi- 
ment im that inſtance. Such is the firſt law: that was 
ever granted in favour of this Aſiatic Company; and 
ſuch was the firſt King who received from the legiſla- 
tive body the right of granting ſuch unbounded powers 


0 
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th > 2 
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| wh ſer bf men: for: he was left unlimited but by - 


his own reaſen; a guide in Kings, to which it will 
eternally prove fatal to truſt the Whale happlucs and 
freedom of a nation. rat 175 
I Will now enquire into the powers 2 privileges 
which King William by charter granted to the Eaſt 
India Company, in conſequence of that unbounded 
ſovereignty with which he had Des inveſted by my 
Commons. 

By this charter the eee were Ace ee into 
one Company, by the name of the Exgliſi Company 
trading to the Eaſt Indies: and this ne and apt 


ap- 
pellation of Engliſo, was adopted, I ſuppoſe, ar la- 


cus is derived a non lucendo, becauſe the Company was 
open to all nations equally with the Zngh/p them- 
ſelves; French, Spaniards,” Portugueſe, , Germans, 
Swedes, Danes, Ruſſians, Italians, and; Dutch, all 
nations of Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, all 
| ſhapes, colours; and languages, religions, and forms 

of government. Nay, hers was no interdict againſt 
Satan and his ſubjects : They might ſubſcribe, and 


their leaders be directors of the Company. None | 


but the Engliſh were denied their native and conſtitu- 
tional rights, in order to ere&t a tyranny, and con- 


vert the liberties and the privileges, the taxes, fleets, 


and armies of the nation, to the aggrandizing the 


2 of Directors, and the varichiing the IN % : 


reign nations. 
And here it is to, be remarked, that theſe grants, 
by charter, - are expreſly ſaid, in the charter ſelf, 


« to be in La dememen of the powers and clauſes, — | 
contained in the act of parliament,” and 


this purpoſe 
not by prerogative. Hence it appears, that the clauſes 
in the charter, not ſpecified in the act, are thoſe which. 
were granted in conſequence of that ſignal clauſe of 
the ſtatute, which empowered his Majeſty to ou 
ſuch rules, qualifications, 4 nn 8 be * 
think reaſonable. | -r3 
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Among theſe ah. qualifications, and appoint⸗ 
1 it was ordained,” that the Compuny ſhould export 


at olle tenth of bur cangbrs of tbe produf? of Eng- 
reed and I 6-4 told they have =, ches 
words in the inverted ſenſe) of ar nuſt one tenth of 
the product of England. That @ Chaplain appointed 
by th# Avebbijhop of Canterbury ſhould br ſent on board 


of every ſhip" of foe hundred tuns; but they purpoſely 
n 


d no ſhips of that burden; and. thus they evade 


the of off of the charter, and" rob the Arch- 


biſnop and the clergy of their intended rights. For 


thoſe gobd Chriſtian Directors; who were formerly 
empowered! by charter to deſtroy, burn, and put to 
death all Infidels who ſhould: preſume to oppoſe 
them in theit trade, are perſuaded that a' Chaplain 
might naturally diſcourage” ſuch directorial Chriſti- 
anſty ; and thereby intefforiug in tber Atem of re- 


ligion; prevent the Company from acq we *theſ&ith= 


menſe riches whicl they now Have, . hich the) 
never could Have poſſeſſed; if their governors" and o 
fieets, -thelt (oldies: and fallors in Aſia, had liſtened 
to a Chriſtian Prieſt, 1 3 mercy, juſ- 
tiee: and - Hurfiafi: kindneſs- by his preuchitig. Ber 
js mene cp ſnould convert the [nfidels 
to Cbriſi 
branch of che Eaff- India Tradeg that of plundering 
. en putting thoſe: Tel ts death, who might — 
bably be induced to ſecure their lives' and property 
by becoming oomveftst and: I ſuppoſe the kn 
ſend' no Cha lalns för Foro tio 1/0 that the Mes. 
can 8 3" petitioned" the Pope their Sovereign, 
that the Prieſt in Mexico: might be commanded? to 
malte no more converts among ſt the Indians: for if 
ent on in the: preſent! deſtructive manner, in 
Chriſtians, trade* would be utterly: undone'; 
and there wowtd be no natives left uncomberted, to work 
the mines of ſilver, Lacks and crowes of rupees, 
| ene a diamonds, Indians tortured to diſcloſe their 
trea- 
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„Would defear the moſt beneficiat 
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treaſure; cities, towns, apd villsges ranfacked. and de- 
ſtroyed; jaghires and provinces purleined; Nabobs de- 


throned, ard murdexed, have formed the delights, and 
conſtituted che religion of Directors and their ſervants, 
on the plains. of Alia, in times within this century. 
The next clauſe comes under the article of quali- 
Acations, as I conceive: it, . They are to maintain a 
Chaplain and ſchoolmaſter in all their factories; and 


all theſe chaplains are obliged to learn Portugueſe 


in one year after their arrival.” %; 


And this grant af intellectual gualifications of learn- | 


ing a language in one year, was a very gracious act 
— his Majeſty ta the Chaplains: and it was very good 
in the Commons to enable the King to beſtow the 
ſaid intellectual qualification 3 for without this legiſ- 
lative and royal grant, I much 2 Whether 
theſe chaplains could have aecompliſhed the learning 
Portugueſe: in a twelvemonth; and many people to 
this day believe, the Commons granted what they 
kad not to give, and that neither the King nor the 


Chaplains: received any aſſiſtance from that part of 


ws t. FFC 
One of the rules is, that they are not to trade for 
more than their capital; and another that they are not 
to owe more than that ſum on their bonds, How far 
they have obſerved Or. diſregar ded theſe rules, 1 know 
not; but this I know, there are man 28 who 
inſiſt that they have violated both. If t 
on a parliamentary enquiry will it not appear that 
they have broken their charter? Beſides theſe rules 
and, qualifications there was an appointment that every 
Dijrefiar ſhould take the. following 08th: * 1 do faith- 
+. fully promiſe that in the office of a Director of the 
« Eaſt: India Company, I will be indifferent and equal 
© to all manner f perſons, and will give my beſt ad- 
« vice and aſſiſtance for the ſupport: and good 858 
e vernment of the ſaid Company; and in the ſaid 
office of a Director will faithfully. and honeſtly de: 
b „ mean 
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mean myſelf „„ 


* underftanding.” 


- Such being the facred injunction of their oaths, 
which obliges them to be honeſt and faithful to their 


truſt, indifferent and equal to all men, I am perfuaded 


that jt appeared on Wedneſday laſt, that the rumours 
which are daily propagated, that the Directors had 
ſecreted from the Proprietors the annual ſum of 
1, 200, 00 l. in the annual account made-up in laſt 


June; and that it was done to conceal from govern- 


ment the true ſtate of the Company's affairs, and that 
they are exerting their utmoſt power to obtain ſuch 
ſubſequent Directors as they ſhall nominate: ſplitting 
ſtock, dividing roguery, extending corruption, me- 
nacing, cajoling, and purchaſing the Proprietors to 


vote as theſe Directors ſhall dictate, is an arrogant falſe- 


hood and atrocious calumny, invented and divu 

by their enemies, in order to impute the moſt heinous 
tranſgreſſions 5 theſe honeſt men. Can it be 

ble, that men of 1 can trifle with. the [ſacred 
neſs of an oath? Il they forfeit their charter by 
ſuch violation? Or can they ſhew their faces. to the 
ſun after ſuch opprobrious actions? And yet I have. 
heard theſe calumnies aſſerted to be true, by men 


whom I have found to be ſtrictly ſpeakers of the truth 


on all other occaſions. © But for a full enquiry into 
this matter, we muſt wait the reſolutions / of the 
Houſe of Commons, and from them their conduct 
may be juſtified or condemnectc. n d 
p Beſides the preceding grants, the Ki thou; ht it 
reaſonable to Av. that the — Slade 1 
« the rule an government of their forts, factories, 
« and plantations; to appoint what Governors they 

“ pleaſed, and to remove them at their will and 
bay Pe: ; to raiſe,” train, . and muſter-ſuch military 
« forces, as ſhall or may be neceffary for the defence 
& of the ſaid forts, &c.” But he ſtill judiciouſly-re- 
8 «to himſelf, his heirs and ſucceſſors, be So- 


vereign 


- 
; g * ; : 
T 87 J | 


3 power and dominion over all the faid 


« forts, &c. he granted them the power to erect 


Courts where the Company ſhould think fit, and 


* appoint ſuch judges as ſhall nominate, to hear 
<, and determine all cauſes of forfeitures and ſeizures 
of ſhips, goods, &c. of merchants: trading con- 
< trary-to the :atent of the ſaid Act, together with all 


_* cauſes; mercantile, maritime, buying and ſelling ; - 


4e eee of inſurance, all bills, bonds, and pro- 
< miles for payment of money contracts, charter par- 


ties, &c. all treſpaſſes, injuries, and wrongs done 


at ſea, within the limits aforeſaid, to be determined 
* according, to equity, and according to the laws and 
rules of merchants, upon examination and proof, 
* by ſuch rules or methods of proceeding as we our- 


* ſelves, heirs, &c.- ſhall from time to time direct 
and appoint, under our Great or Privy Seal, and 


« in the mean time, the Fudges are to proceed according 
* to their beſt judgment arſtretion, whether it be in 
6 ry way, or otherwiſe. And this ſummary 


* way is ſuch whereby..@ man may be convitied of 
. 2 without any formal proteſs or juty, at tb 


ſcretion: of the Fudge vr Fuuges. | 
74 this Nr making laws had 


been given by the Commons to the Company, the 


pon of executing them was granted alſo by the 
n 


z and theſe two powers ſo judiciouſly ſeparated 


in the conſtitution of land, in order to preſerve 
life, limb, freedom, and proſperity to the ſubjects 


were now united, in the Company, to anſwer very 


different purpoſes: for as theſe Judges intirely de- 
pended on the will of the Company. for their con- 


tinuance in office, and on that continuance their en- 
richment or their ruin, their ſituation was a perpetual 
temptation for them to ſacrifice integrity to intereſt, 
and to prefer the mandates of the Company beyond 
thoſe of truth and juſtice. ¶ bat equity then can be 
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f law, may convict men of offences; and what the 

ompany may diſlike will be certainly an offence, 
whether their pride, reſentment, or avarice, be | 
awakened by a criminal or an honeſt conduct in thoſe 
who, under the denomination of ſervants, are the 
ſlaves of their oligarchic tyranny? Will not ſuch 
Judges be ſufficiently diſcrete to give their judgments 
according to their own and the Company's intereſts, fo 
intimately united? T0 ee 

And laſtly, to theſe: clauſes were added alſo, that 


090 @ mm ꝓqpq mere 


i . All Admirals, Generals, Commanders, and other 
| « Officers, ſhould be aiding and aſſiſting to the Com- 
8 * pany, upon requeſt” made.“ And thus the flects 
Nt and armies of England, raiſed and maintained by the 
= money levied on the nation, were by royal charter 
1 deſtined to the ſervice and direction of an oligarchy 
1 of Twenty-four Directors, whom the two Houſes and 
A the King had erected into thoſe powers which are in- 
= cluded both in the legiſlative: and the executive de- 9 
= partments of the conſtitution: and it is remarkable * 
2 that this charter was ſigned by Thomas Tenniſon, fi 
1Z Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with the reſt of the 7 
= Juſtices and keepers of the kingdom; who manifeſted tl 
| no reluctance at the putting of their hands to this tt 
Z patent, by which the rights, 4iberties, and privileges hs 
i of the nation were conveyed to an unconſtitutional ey 
4 Company, who had no right to receive and exerciſe of 
14 them. p 40> 181 nino | x 
1 Such were the rules, gualiſications, aud appointments — 
which the King, the Juſtices, and Keepers of the th 
1 Kingdom thought fit to grant to the Eaſt- India Com- ry 
1 pany; all which have been exerciſed, together with " 
i all thoſe alſo which were previouſly granted and con- ip 
1 firmed by former charters : but as the powers to be of 
4 | om by the King, were to be ſuch as are reaſonable boy 
18 for his Majeſty to grant, as well as ſuch as. he might Fs 
Ul think reaſonable, why were the repreſentatives of the 1 
q | | people ſo egregiouſly inadvertant to their duty, ag Nh th 
18 | 55 
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r | 
id examine his Majeſty's reaſon by their own? and 
attempt the repeal of that law, after they had ſeen 


that powers ſo unreaſonable had been granted by the 


charter? And why did they permit the New Com- 
pany to exerciſe thoſe ſtill more deſpotic and enſlaving 
powers, which never had been granted them, and 
which were carried into execution beeauſe they were 


conſtantly perpetrated by the old Aſiatic” tyranny, 


from whom they ought to have been taken? Is it 


poſſible to conceive, that the Commons of England 


could be fo devoid of common ſenſe as to imagine 


that ſuch grants were reaſonable? or were the majority 


of that Houſe; at that time, purchaſed by corrupt in- 


fluence, as they had been heretofore, or were they 
dead to all ſenſation of this nation's injuries, and ina 


exertive of their duty, on ſo ſignal and ſo intereſting 
an occaſion? | | * K. 


Could they conceive it rea/orable; that bye- laws 
ſhould be made by men ambitious of power, and 


thirſting after wealth, whoſe intereſt it was to form 


ſuch laws as were ſubſervient to their arbitrary and 
avaritious purpoſes? Were highwaymen endued with 
this power; they would make laws to hang none but 
thoſe who were not robbers: and men let looſe from 
legal controul are much the ſame; whatever be the 
difference of their titles, or the exaltation of their 
offices; From theſe legiſlative inſtitutes of the oli- 
garchy there was no appeal to the laws of England; 
or an appeal only to that very law which had given 
them this privilege of making bye-laws : the only 


ſtatute then exiſting relative to this affair, and there- 


fore this power of appeal was at beſt but iltuſive: 

Could they think it reaſonable that the judges of 
offenders againſt the Company's bye-laws, ſhould be 
nominated by thoſe Directors againſt whom the of: 
fences muſt be committed? That thoſe magiſtrates} 


their welfare and their deſtruction ſhould depend on 


the arbitrary diſpoſal of that Company. In ſuch 
| 42 


caſes, 


184 J 
cnſes, the knowledge of „ evinces, that the 
weakneſs of human virtue, actuated by the luſt of 
riches, goes pre-determined to the trial, and the 
judge, in own places himſelf on the ſeat of juſtice, 
an enemy to mene 
equity and impartiality. | 

Could they think it reaſonoble, that fleets. and ar- 
mies, generals, admirals, officers, and common men, 
ſhould be raiſed and ſuſtained by the public 
and waſte their blood in ſupport of the private ſervice 
and enrichment of an Aſiatie 2 on their fellow 
ſubjects? Why then have they ſo long and ſo ſname- 
fully deferred the day of abrogating this act? or ra- 
ow O ſhameful ſaeriſice of their country's cauſe, 
why have they ſince that time ſtrengthened it with 
| ſubſequent acts, communicating yet farther deſpotiſm 
to that Company. 

Could they think it regſonable to diveſt themſelves 
of their inquiſitorial power, and the means of re- 
pealing that law? Indignant act! yet this they per- 
petrated. The King indeed had ſtill ſome power 
over the ordinances —— by his charter, but the 
Commons could effect nothing without his Majeſty's con- 
ſent. And-as his Miniſters had been formerly bought 
by- 100,000-1. was it to be imagined they would — 
reſiſted the artillery of double that ſum, when the 

Commons had fo kindly ſecured them from exami- 
' nation and — for whatever enormities they 
might commit on that occaſion? Was there an in- 
dividual among them, who would not have thought 
it regſonable, that che King ſhould think it reaſonable 
to ſacrifice his fubyefts and their country, to the inte- 

reſt of the Aſiatie tyrants, when that ſacrifice was to 

fill the coffers of the Miniſtry > Negatives he gave, 
and thereby evinced that he was capable of being ſe⸗ 
duced by his Miniſters, 
In this: manner L have fairly ſtated the nature and 


the tandency_ of that ogular and. unproven 


wy 2+ obey rm AmMUfcMESL 


PP £Q x 


1 25 1 

tarute, by which the Commons dd 

liberrics, privileges, and AF gg of their 
and 


| agal 
own the juſtice of 3 For . 


ly behold his country to —— ag L.rs and 
 profligates? He that abhors not the abapdaned; loves 
not the virtuous ? n 

ſuch betrayers of their truſt, and traitors to the con- 
ſünmiam and their country Bus the of judg - 
ment is at hand; and may the doom of thoſe Direc- 
tors whom they unconſtituti erected into 


NUMBER XIII. 


Dec. ” 6 


Orwithſtanding the unbounded power of grant- 
ing which had been transferred by the Com 
| mons to King William, this juſtice is due to his con- 
duct and his memory, that his preſent were 
by no means equal to thoſe which had been Gwen: by 
eding Sovereigns, confirmed and extended 
himſelf in that former charter, which had been 
iniquitouſly obtained through the corruption of bis 
Miniſters, in the years 1693 and 1694. 

For, by this parliamentary charter, the Campany 
were not empowered to make war and peace, nor to 
deſtroy, as. Infidels, thoſe Princes and their ſuhjects, 
who, according to the law of nature and of nations, 
are warranted in the oppoſing all invading aliens who 

may 
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may preſiime to trade in their dominions, without this 
licence of the reſpective ſovereigns. He did not grant 
them the lands which they may conquer or obtain by 
treaty ; nor the exerciſe of military law; nor to bring 
as priſoners in chains to England, thoſe fellow - ſubjects 
hom they may pleaſe to deem infractors of their 
deſpotic bye-laws; he did not grant them the liberty 
of coinage, nor the right of ſending embaſſadors in 
their own, but in hig Majeſty's name alone: Theſe 
are ſignal and illuſtrious inſtances of his great care 
and preſervation of the rights of Engliſhmen, not- 
withſtanding too many had been certainly ſubverted 
by this very charter. And few Kings, conſidering 
the exceſſive grants which had been laviſhed by their 
eceſſors, and the unlimited exerciſe of them im- 
parted to himſelf by parliament, would have acted 
with equal reſerve, circumſpection, and tenderneſs for 
his people, to ſecrete, to palliate, or to augment, the 
errors and miſdeeds. To depreciate, conceal, mag- 
nify, or miſrepreſent the nos and good actions 
of Princes, are flagitious in any man, more particu- 
larly in all who preſume to delineate hiſtoric facts, to 
aſſign their motiyes and effects, and to deliver them to 

the public. . 1 a * 

The Eaſt India C . at that time were not en- 
titled to the exerciſe of any powers, but thoſe which 
were ſpecifically 2 by the ſtatute and the charter; 
and every extenſion of thoſe powers, beyond thoſe 
expreſs conceſſions, were a breach of their charter; 
an infraction of the law of nations, and every vio- 
lence, by rapine and death, committed on the ſub- 
jets of the Aſiatic ſtates, were abſolutely acts of 
- Piracy and murder, for which, by the laws of Eng- 
j they were liable to be puniſhed, For theſe 
acts, inſtead of receiving further grants of favour, 
had they committed the Fike rapine and ſlaughter in 
the realms of Europe, they would have been juſtly 
| 8 | TOR ST . rewarded 
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"rewarded with halters; and it is a ſcandal they have 


not received it in Engla nee N 
I 'ſhall now proceed to enquire into the laws and 
charters which have been made and granted ſince the 


preceding reign ; and it will then be diſcerned he- 
ther by theſe ſubſequent exertions of parliamentary 
and regal power, the Eaſt India Company are en- 


titled to the exerciſe of thoſe arbitrary acts, which 


they have carried into execution, ſince the date of 
the preceding charter. | * 


William being dead, the New Company being 
thus . erected, and the Old remaining, endleſs were 
the animoſities, and the traverſing each other's intereſt, 
which were exerted on both ſides. At length, wearied 
with worrying each other, and with the diſadvantages 
which it produced, they thought of compromiſing 


their diſputes and differences; and as the nation was 
again involved in an expenſive war, and adminiſtra- 


tion had adopted the method, firſt commenced in the 
preceding reign, of borrowing vaſt ſums for national 
exigencies, and mortgaging the properties and labour 


of the ſubjects and their poſterity to pay the intereſt, 


it was thought expedient to unite both Companies 
into one. And to this intent they propoſed to lend 
one million two hundred thouſand pounds to the go- 
vernment, at the rate of five per cent. This being 


accepted in the ſixth of Queen Anne, a covenant by 


indenture tripartite was entered into between the 


Queen and the two Companies, in order to expedite 


the union of the two parties; and in conſequence of 
this indenture, an act was paſſed which eſtabliſhed 
that union. | | 

By this ſtatute it was enacted, * That the Company 


“ ſhall enjoy all benefit of trade, profits, and ad- 


* vantages whatſoever, in reſpect of their being given 


or granted, or intended to be given or granted unto 


* them by the ſaid act and charter already deſcribed, 


or by the ſaid indenture tripartite,” already men. 
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Tioned. And. hy this act of proviſo, the clauſe of | 
redemption was iniquitouſiy extended; for, inſtead 
of being redeemable on years notice at any 


time, the time was extended twenty years before that 
notice could be given; and thus the Lord Godolphin, 


4 


to whom, by the act, the nj Diggs affairs 


was committed, like a perfidious truſtee, 

the only clauſe-in that law and charter, which never 
ought to have been altered. And had the — 
indulged with that duration, poſſeſſed, at that time, 
the revenues and profits which, by the Court on the 
agd of December, it is incontrovertibly proved they 
no enjoy, the 1 any ſuch ee could then 
have exiſted, would been the machine of twenty- 
four Directors; both Houſes of Parliament had been 
exterminated; the nation enſlaved; and all rule, 


authority, dominion, and power, in the hands af - 


that oligarchy of deſpots ; wherefore, it becomes the 
vigilance and the duty of the Commons to prevent 


ſuch tyranny, now thoſe. means EOS hands of 


the Direct ors; - 

By the indenture tripartite it was between 
the Queen and the two Companies, << hat no-bye- 
* flaws, orders, ordinances; or | conſtitutions, ſhould 
„ be made rep to the laws of England; and 
they expreſly agreed to the obſervance. of ſuch par- 
4 taculars as were in King William's charter, 
and in the law which enabled him to grant it; and 
to this they were bound, and were allowed no other, 
06 N00 excepted.” In this manner the former 
2 and thoſe by Parliament, were again con- 


ned, and all others were diſallowed and ex 
ta. nat — by the Queen, but by the two Com- 
Panzes; and thus, by the covenant under their hands 
and feals, by their own act and deed, the Company 
bound themſelves to obſerve, and not to extend or 

Wolate the powers already granted, as it has been 
dete in the preceding papers. Such were the par- 
liameatary 
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liamentary and regal acts in the reign of Queen Anne; 
by which all the enormities of the former were con- 
firmed, and the conditions rendered more oppreſſive 
by the protracting of the day of redemption; and 
thus what the old Scottiſ Colonel ſaid to King James, 
of both: his daughters, was, by this conduct, verified 
in one of them, and the nation ſtill remained pre- 
cluded from her juſt rights of freedom and com- 
merchbpaviltee /' ? ́ ] ) 8 

The Eaſt India Company, notwithſtanding all theſe 
unconſtitutional acts and grants, were nevertheleſs ſtill 
unſatisfied. They therefore, in the fifth of King 
George the Firſt, ſolicited and obtained another act, 
which included, among others, the ſubſequent clauſes: 
That if any ſubject ſhall ſail, or go to any of the 
« parts interdicted in the charter, where any trade, 
« traffic, or merchandiſe is, or may be uſed or had, 
te contrary: to the laws in being, or the tenor of this 
act, every perſon ſo 2 ſhall be liable to the 
cc puniſhment inflicted by law for ſuch offence, . And 
„ it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Company to. arreſt . 
and ſeize ſuch perſons, being ſubjects of the Crown 
„ of Great Britain, at any place where they ſhall be 
found within the limits of theſe realms preſcribed 
« by charter, and to ſend them to England, there to 
« anſwer for their offences, according to due courſe 
of Jaw?) 1:2 : 43 | 

In this manner did this inſolent and inſidious Houſe 
of Commons, the ſervants of the people, nat only 
preclude their conſtituents from trading in one half 


of the globe at leaſt, but from þreathing the air in 


thoſe regions, though the voyages were undertaken 
for inſtruction or amuſement ; and this violence they 
committed, notwithſtanding, that the great charter of 
Liberties, which laid the firſt foundation of their 
exiſtence on the baſis of the feudal ſyſtem, had, by 
expreſs compact, ſtipulated between the King and 
the people, and, in conformity to the conſtitution, 

M | indif- 


T © J 


indiſcriminately-fixed the right of trading to all parts 
Hof the earth in all the ſubjetts of England, 
And this extravagance and violation was yet farther 
aggravated by the arrogant uſurpation of ſovereignty 
over all the Princes, Potentates, and States in this 
immenſe ſpace of the globe, in defiance of the Jaws 
of nature and of nations, by five hundred and fifty- 
eight ſubjects of this realm, and ſervants of the com- 
munity, For, what right had they to diſpenſe wwith 
And ſaſpend. the rights of ſovereign Princes? and with 
that- protection which they may pleaſe to afford to the 
ſubjects of England. But there is nothing ſo pre- 
ſumptuous and tyrannic as a Houſe of Commons, 
hallowed by the voice of corruption in a Prime Mts 
niſter, or incenſed by the ſeditious flame of an oppo- 
fition ; and this evinced by innumerable inſtances in 
the annals of this realm. K 40. aft 
But this was not the ſole infolence and arbitrarineſs 
of. this act; having dared to preclude. a thouſand 
fovereigns and ſtates, as well as the people of England, 
from their rights, in the antecedent inſtance; they 
ordain alſo, That every perſon who ſhall procure, 
« ſolicit, obtain, or act, under any commiſſion, au- 
„ thority, or pafs, from any foreign Prince, State, or 
% Potentate, to ſell or trade in, or to the Eaſt Indies, 


& or other places interdicted, ſhall forfeit 500 l. one 


te moiety to the informer, and the other to the 
« Crown.“ | | 


In this unconſtitutional and unjuſtifiable mantier 


the people of England, after having been ſubjected 
to be ſeduced and kidnapped for the militaty tervice 
of the Afiatic oligarchy, taxed to pay the expences 
of their embaſſies and expeditions, excluded from 
their privileges of trade, and even breathing in the 
ſouthern parts of Aſia, Africa, and America, were 
inhumanly reſcinded from ſeeking in other realms 


the advantages which were unjuſtly denied them in 
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their native land, by men elected to repreſent and 
ſerve the nation in Parhament. | n. 

Notwithſtanding this e ae act, Engliſhmen 
diſdained to yield their rights and liberties to ſuch 


unwarrantable ordinances; and ſought in alien ſtates, 


more hoſpitable, thoſe benefits from which they were 
prohibited in their native country. To prevent this 


alſo, it was enacted in the ninth of the ſame reign, 


« That if any ſubject of his Majeſty ſhould comri- 
« bute to, or encourage the eſtabliſhing or carrying 
« on a foreign Company, trading from any of the 


« Auſtrian Netherlands to or from the Eaſt Indies, 


“ or ſhall be intereſted in any ſhare of the ſtock or 
actions of any ſuch Company, or ſhall make an 
% payments in money, or by bill of exchange, or 
„ otherwiſe, towards promoting or improving ſuch 
« Company, or the trade thereof, or ſhall ſubſcribe 
« to the eſtabliſhing any other foreign Company for 
<« trading to the Eaſt Indies, or be concerned in any 
« ſtock therein, the perſons ſo offending ſhall for- 
<« feit their intereſt or ſhare in the ſtocks of any 
« ſuch Company, with triple the value thereof, one 
„ third to the Crown, and two to the Eaſt, India 
Company, if they inform, or ſue for the ſame,” 
Such was the act by which the honourable Eaſt India 
Company, as they ftile themſelves in their advertiſe. 
ments for recruits, was erected into a Company of 


Informers, with premiums for the encouraging them 


to that laudable employment; and the merchants of 
England were precluded by their own repreſentatives 


and ſovereign, from receiving the like advantages in 


ion ftates, which foreigners, by law, received in 


this. An act ſo deſtitute of common ſenſe, ſubverſive 


of ſound pdlity, and repugnant to nationnl advantage, 


as can hardly find an equal in the Statutes at Large; 


and certainly theſe are more than large enough far all 
good purpoſes. | x EC, 
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tit ought to have been the indiſpenſable duty of 
2 part of the legiſlature, to have inſiſted that 
Engliſhmen ſhould be permitted to ſubſcribe in all 
the Eaſt India Companies of Europe, in return for 
thoſe indulgencies, which, in England, had been ſo 
injudicouſſy granted to all nations upon earth; in 
order, by that reciprocal liberty, to have eſtabliſhed 
a method of that money being returned to this nation 
by the payments of the dividends of thoſe Compa- 
nies, which had been previouſly remitted to them by 
dividends of India ſtock in England. 
Who can refrain from execrating the memory of 


ſuch miſcreant Beings ? Was it 1gnorance. or cor- 


ruption that prevailed to accompliſh this perfidious 
purpoſe ? In either caſe, what can be the fate of a 
nation thus diabolically repreſented ? 


NUMBER XIV. 
Jan. 3, 1769. 


{| table as they muſt appear to the eyes of all men 
who feel for right and liberty betrayed and ruined, 


T: E antecedent injunctions, cruel and detef- 


were rendered yet morè oppreſſive by the violation of 


all the laws of nature, and of 'the conſtitution, re- 
ſpecting the penal ſtatutes of this realm: The Attor- 
© ney-General was impowered, of his ozon accord, or at 
the relation of, and for the Eaſt India Company, 
to file a bill of complaint in the Court of Chan- 
© cery, or the Exchequer, againſt any perſon who 
© ſhall have ſubſcribed, contributed in, or promoted, 


© or any ways become intereſted in the eſtabliſhing 


© any ſuch foreign Company, or the ſtock or trade 
© thereof, for thE*diſcovery of his offence, inſiſting 
© only on the ſingle value; and thereupon ſuch per- 
oy | OY © fon 
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© ſon ſhall anſwer to the bill, and not plead or demur 
to the diſcovery thereby ſought. And in caſe the 


ſingle value ſhall be directed to be paid, one third 
© ſhall 185 to his Majeſty, and two to the Company; 


* 


and if any ſubject ſhall have accepted any truſt, or 
know of any intereſt, ſhare, or concern, which any 

of his Majeſty's ſubjects ſhall have, or be entitled 
to, in any ſuch foreign Company, and ſhall not, 
within ſix months after accepting that truſt, or the 
coming to the knowledge of ſuch truſt, truly diſ- 
cover the ſame in writing to the ſaid Company, or 
their Court of Directors, he ſhall forfeit treble the 
value of that intereſt, ſhare, &c. ſo accepted in 
truſt, or ſo known and not diſcovered, one half to 
the Crown, the other to the perſen who ſhall ſue for 
it; or ſuch offender ſhall, at the diſcretion of the 
Court, ſuffer one year's impriſonment z and all per- 
ſons that within the time above limited ſhall volun- 
tarily come to the Court of Directors, and make 
a true diſcovery in writing of the intereſt, ſhare, 
or concern of any ſubjects in the ſtock. of any ſuch 
foreign company, ſhall have one half part clear of 

the e ariſing by the acts.“ | | 

In this manner the malignancy of lawyers was in- 


cited to aid and aſſiſt the avarice of the Company of 


Eaſt India Informers; the firſt to proſecute: on his 
own mere motion, or on a ſingle relation from the Com- 
pany, of any act forbidden by this law, and both 
were let looſe againſt any men whom either of them 
might chuſe to proſecute through reſentment for any 


deed whatever it might be: for in that accuſation the 


true motive might eaſily be concealed. tt 

The innocent were doomed to the expence of an- 
ſwering the bill, equally with the guilty, and the latter 
were put to the torture between two violences, either 
to accuſe themſelves, ſo contrary to the. laws of na- 


ture, and of the conſtitution, in all penal ſtatutes; or 


to incur the heinous ſin of perjury, in order to pre- 
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ſerve themſelves from the preceding penalties ; men 
were tempted to delude their friends and acquaintance 
to ſubſcribe, to place the ſubſcription in, their truſt, 


and then to inform, and diſcover that truſt, in order 
to ſhare in the reſpective forfeitures. All the foun- 


dations of mutual confidence in man were ſapped and 
undermined, and thoſe who would not betray their 
traſt, were doomed to the payment of a treble ſum, 
or to impriſonment, EEE, 

The penalty alſo for travelling only, or being found 
in any part of the interdicted realms, was encreaſed ; 
all ſuch perſons were now declared guilty of a high 
© crime and miſdemeancur, to be proſecuted in any 
court of Weſtminſter, liable to corporal puniſhment 
or impriſonment, or ſuch fine as the Court ſhall 
think fit; to be ſeized and brought to England; 
and any Juſtice of the Peace might commit them 
to the next county gaol, till ſufficient ſecurity ſhould 
be given by natural born ſubjects, or denizens, to 
appear in that Court, where ſuch proſecution ſhall 
£ be cammenced, and not to depart out of that 
Court, nor the kingdom, without leave of the ſaid 
e Court. T3 | | 

Such were the ſignal acts of legiſlature paſſed in 
the reign of George the Firſt ; by which it is evinced 
that the repreſentatives of the people gradually become 
the more conſpicuous violators of their charge, and 
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more flagrantly ſacrificed their conſtituents rights and 
privileges as the reigns ſucceeded from the paſſing the 
- firſt act in favour of Aſiatic Maſters, in the reign of 


King William. Magna Charta, and the Bill of Ri 
were totally diſregarded, and that egregious folly then 
vailed, which hath ſince ſo enormouſly encreaſed, 


That the laws paſſed by the Commons, and the other 


legiſlative bodies, make the conſtitutiqn of England; 
whereas the Conſtitution did, in fact, make the Com- 
mons, and ought to be ſacredly obſerved in every le- 
giſlative act of this Conſtitution. The Great 
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of Right and Liberty, ſix- and- thirty times confirraed, 
is at once the foundation and the bounds, which can- 
not be violated by acts of parliament, without effec- 
tually undermining the very baſis of parliaments. 
Theſe ſtatutes, however replete with conceſſions of 
arbitrary power, were ſtill inadequate by the purſuits 
of that Afiatic Oligarchy ; they were inſatiable with 
the ſweets of deſpotiſm, whilſt any thing remained un- 
granted which could either impart freſh powers, or 
corroborate thoſe they already poſſeſſed. Urged by 
this rapacious incentive they applied to the Throne for 
another charter, ih the thirteenth of that reign. Their 
petition was founded on the want of a proper and 
competent power and authority for the more ſpeedy 
and effectual adminiſtering of juſtice in civil cauſes, 
© and for the trying and puniſhing of capital and 
other criminal offences.“ What were their ideas of 
competent power! 1 8 
Not content with ſeizing and impriſoning thoſe fel - 
low-ſubjets who might preſume to breathe the air, or 
behold the fun, in India, with inflicting bodily pains 
and penalties on all who might dare to exerciſe their 
native rights, privileges, and liberty, nor with all 
that egregious exceſs of power which had been already 
granted; they {till remained inſatiable, whilſt the lives 
of their fellow-ſubjes were unſubmitted to their abo- 
minable tribunals and luſt of dominion : for this they 
petitioned, and obtained it. e 
In conſequence of this petition, the following powers 
which are ſtiled reaſonable in the charter, were granted 
to that Company; bodies politic and corporate were 
eſtabliſhed at the ſeveral factories, © conliſting of a 
Mayor and nine Aldermen ; ſeven of theſe were to 
be the natural born ſubjects of the Crown, and two 
© might be of any other nation upon earth in amity 
with Great Britain, together with a Sheriff. The 
firſt ſet was nominated by the charter, the Mayor 
ang Sheriff were to be annually elected from * 
| : | 2 
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chuſing from among the inhabitants of the factories, 
others, who ſhould ſucceed, on the demiſe of any 
of that body.“ But this permanency of poſt was 
oddly circumſtanced. Notwithſtanding their being 


@ 7 @a 1: &a©® 9 


appointed for {fe, they were amoveable by the Go- 


« vernor and Council, with the liberty of appeal, in- 
« deed, to King and Council, after having firſt given 
firmed.. te warts ns od 

In this manner thoſe officers, who were appointed 
for life, were in fact at the mercy and diſmiſſion of 
the ſeveral Councils, whenever t latter ſnould think 
it adviſeable to remove them, and the liberty of ap- 
peal was perfectly illuſive; for ſuppoſing the ſentence 
to be reverſed by the King and Council, theſe ma- 
giſtrates could never return to their corporations 
without permiſſion from the Company. They were, 
by law, interdicted not only from trading, but even 
breathing in that country, without licence from the 
Company, and this law could not be ſuperſeded by 
charter. Who, among men in ſearch of Nches, de- 
pendent on the will of the Company, would dare to 


« ſecurity. to pay the coſts, if the ſentences were af - 


act in favour of right and juſtice, when they were in 
oppoſition to the intentions and intereſt of the Com- 


pany? Or who would appeal to the King and Coun- 


cil, at the riſque of paying coſts, when on being re- 


inſtated, they were reſcinded from returning to their 
reſpective offices and commercial exerciſe, without 
permiſſion of that Company, whom this appeal from 
the ſentence of their Councils muſt neceſſarily have 
offended? Theſe men were, therefore, as abſolutely 
in the hands of the Eaſt-India Directors, as the love 
of money, and the dread of being deprived of all 
farther acquiring it in India, could place them; and 
to what an enormous degree of ſervile obedience to 
the arbitrary commands of thoſe who are the maſters 

of their fortunes mankind will daſtardly ſubmit, is 
. tos 


dhe Aldermen: theſe were for life, with power of 


» * 
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I 
too well evinced by the ſhameful practice of all ranks, 
and the repeated experience of every hour. 
This body corporate were a court to try, Har, and 
determine all civil ſuits, actions, and pleas, between 
party and party, within the factories or parts ſubjected 
to them reſpectively, without either a Jury, or even a 
Recorder, who had he been a Barriſter at Law, as in 
the corporations of England, might direct them to 
legal determinations in their execution of juſtice. 
From the decrees of this court, however, there lay 
an * to the Governor, or Preſident and Council, 
any three of whom, the Governor or Preſident being 


one, are permitted finally to determine every cauſe in 
which the value ſued for does not exceed a thouſand 


pagodas; and from all their deciſions, in cauſes above 
that ſum, they had the farther appeal to King and 
Council, upon ſecurity given of paying eight per cent. 


»” 


for the value adjudged, from the time of adjudging, 
and coſts of ſuit. i: | e e 


Whatever may be the exterior appearance of this 
tight of appeal from magiſtrates and aldermen, to 
governors and councils, and from thence to King and 
council, it is evident, that appeals from the governor 
and council to the King and council muſt very ſel- 
dom happen. He that appealed, would be no longer 
rmitted to reſide in thoſe factories; the gentlemen, 

is judges, would certainly act as if they were infal- 
lible, and ſuffer no rebels to their juſtice to confront 
them in their places of command. To appeal for 
right in England was to loſe the power of getting 
riches in Aſia; the former was only caſual, the latter 
certain; few appeals, for that reaſon, could come to 
England; and then they were not appeals to the laws 
of England, but to the determination of a Prime Mi- 
niſter, who, at that time, was not of ſo incorruptible 
a nature, as to have oppoſed the faſcinating power of 
gold from the hands of a Director. In fact, by the 
bye-laws which they had _—_ power of making, — 
8 he 


o 
Wk 


3 TER 


ED 1 — 3 


2 


* 


*,. 433244431 


TAB: 


o ä N 3 „ 
3 - bes ne EE id — 
N 
2 . — Oo 7 os fe ans, 


COILS AS AE 


F n 

r e 

rr OY Ja OST. 
— = 


N 
——_ FT - — 
_— de oh 222 — 
A 2 1 
— — 


———— 


24 * 1 : * 
N 3 3 W = © 2 — 2 
Tr 


— 1 — — 
— —— res ems 


b T5 r 2 2 42 
— — 2 A — — . erg =. 6 
— — . —— 22 * pre > . — 57 


Dr 


5 
92 a) ba o b > _ "__ \ — — — „ —— =_ = — mY 
ERS EY "2; e . * r „ . 
i 4 _ r . N > 2 2 K 

2 - x I a . s N 4 — bs bo — - 
— „ ͤVLʃd¼ ⅛ Bl! —— (8 „ 8. . * _—_ —_— 

— r 5 — — . iy — . EE TEE — et — 4 N ; 

* p 1 * 1 27. — 
N 2 — — . 
: 


—— 


br 


OO mnt rm ey wn WP I REECE AER TIO ns 2h 


e 
—yy— — 


— x — CD70 mr - — 


— f -u. IND 
1 


in England.“ But as the judges, 


[ 8 ] 


the Judges whom they appointed, who were abſolutely 


in their hands, and who carried thoſe laws into exe- 
cution, and by the perſons who loſt their cauſes, being 


excluded from appealing to the courts in Weſtminſter- 


hall, the property of every Engliſhman in all the fac- 


tories was abſolutely in the hands of the governors} 


and council in thoſe places; and thoſe governors and 
thoſe councils being at the diſpoſal of the Company, 
every thing poſſeſſed by all thote ho were not of the 
council, in all the factories in Aſia, lay at the mercy 
of four-and-twenty tyrants, and their ſuperior ſer- 
vants. N 0 if 

Beſides the preceding court for the trying of civil 
cauſes, there e Fong erected Pur. judging 
thoſe of a criminal kind. The governor, or prefi- 


dent, and the five fenior of thè council, were em- 


powered to hold quarter- ſeſſions, to be a court of 
« record, of oyer and terminer and goal delivery, for 
the trying and puniſhing all e (high treaſon 
excepted) together with a grand an it jury, as 
1 5 the hen. and 
both juries were exactly in the fame predicament with 
the mayor and aldermen, :dependant on the will of the 
Eaſt- India Company, as the laws by which the of- 
fenders were tried, were ſuch as the Company either 
made or approved, it follows that the lives, as well as 
the properties of all the ſubjects of Great Britain in 
the Company's ſervice, were allo in the hands of the 
laid four-and-twenty tyrants. 8 2 Mt | 

Such were the powers for which this modeſt ali- 
garchy ſo bumbly peritioned, and which were gra- 
ciouſly gramed. The lives, liberties, and properties 
of their felloweſubjects might now be thought to have 


been ſufficiently committed to their hands, and their 


anny eſtabliſhed: but they were yet unſatisfied ;; 
ſomething ſtill remained, which would perfectly 


complete their defpotiſm; they therefore, with #ke 


humility, petitioned, © to name and appoint all _ 
2 * * rats, 
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© rals, by land and ſea, as many officers, and what 
number of troops and fleets they pleaſed, and to 
remove them all at their pleaſure; to train the in- 
habitants to arms, and to exerciſe thoſe. forces for 
their eſpecial defence and ſafety, and to lead and 
conduct them to encounter, repulſe, expel, and re- 


« ſift, by force of arms; to kill, lay, and deſtroy al! 


perſons, who, in a hoſtile manner, may attempt 
and enterprize the deſtruction, invaſion, detriment 
or annoyance, of any ſubjects or perſons dealing 
© with the Company or their ſervants, &c. and por 
© jnft cauſes, to invade and deftroy the enemies of the 
6 5 4 210 in time of war, to uſe and exerciſe 
martial law and diſcipline; in ſuch caſes as occaſion 
< ſhall neceſſarily require, and may legally be done. 
© The govetnors and councils to make bye-laws, rules, 
and nances for the government of the places, 
'< &c, and to impoſe reaſonable pains and penalties; 
but none of theſe bye-laws, &c. were to carried 
into execution, until they are approved by the 
Company.“ 588 3 | 
Such was the charter granted by King George the 
Firft, by far 15 700 enormous ſtride of royal prero- 
| 3 beyond its legal bounds, which had been taken 

by any Sovereign ſince the eſtabliſhment of the Eaſt- 
India Company by act of parliament. The lives, li- 
berties, and properties of all Engliſh ſubjects in Aſia 
were now ſubjected to the arbitrary inclinations of 
four-and-twenty. tyrants: for what can be more de- 
ſpotic in its nature and formation, than the power of 
making laws, in whatever manner, and with whatever 
penalties they pleaſed ; the appointing ſuch judges 
who were all but 78 by torture, to determine 


as this Company ſhould think fit, and to ſubject both 


the land and naval forces to military laws, which 

might make thoſe actions criminal, and to be pu- 

niſhed with corporal infliction, impriſonment, or 

death, which, in the common intercourſe of men, * 
N 2 


e. 
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by the laws of -England, were ſcarcely 9 8 10 70 
A 


is acquiſition, therefore, amply completed all that 
the heart of man could deſire, or his hand could 
execute. | 5 | 
If the Kings of England poſſeſs this prerogative of 
transferring to their Pbject: the rights of more than 
their own ſovereignty, it is ridiculous and untrue to 
ronounce that Engliſhmen are free, and that their 
Kings can neither Haben nor diſpenſe with the laws of 
the realm. Can Princes impart to Corporations the 
right of impowering their ſervants, in their name, and 
under their common ſeal, to exerciſe ſuch arbitrary acts 
over their fellow- ſubjects, as are acknowledged, by 
the conſtitution and the laws, to be illegal in 125 King 
himſelf? Will thoſe gentlemen, who, in the laſt Par- 
liament, diſapproved, in his preſent Majeſty, the 
conſtitutional and jult exerciſe of his prerogative, 
when, by his mercitul proclamation prohibiting the 
exportation of corn, he ſaved his people from famine, 
approve. of that prerogative . exerted by his great- 
grandfather, which granted the powers of life and 
death, liberty and property, to an oligarchy of their 
fellow-ſubjects ? If it was neceſſary to indemnify by 
law the Council which adviſed the prohibition of ex- 
porting corn, will they ſupport the actions of that 
Company who preſumed to petition, and who have 
conducted themſelves in ES of ſuch grants, 
and pronounce it lawful ? Every act of hoſtility and 
rapine committed , on the native Aſiatics, in conſe- 
quence of this charter, notwithſtanding the grants of 


Kings, thoſe of f lf. defence excepted, are by the laws 
of En 


gland acts of piracy; and every man of them 
ſlain in battle, or of Britiſh ſubjects put to death by 
military law, arg acts of murder. And I am fully 
perſuaded, that whoever ſhould proſecute in England 
the perſon who condemned ſuch men to death in Aſia, 
would find that the fame ſentence they illegally pro- 


- nounced on others, in lands, remote, would be juſtly 


given 
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given againſt them in this country; for to the honour 
of this realm, the Judges of the law remain untainted 


with any juſt cauſe of culpable imputation, amidſt 
that corruption which has ſo flagrantly prevatied in 
the legiſlature of preceding Parliaments. But this 
indeed is one indication, among others, which Mon- 


teſquieu has aſſigned as demonſtratives of liberty loſt 
in that nation wherever it is found. In the granting 


this charter, nothing can, with juſtice, be imputed to 
the Sovereign who then reigned in theſe realms. He 
aſcended that royal ſeat in an advanced age, a ſtranger 
to our language, unknowing'in the conſtitution, un- 
acquainted with the nature and the legal claims of the 


Eaſt- India Company, and what was * more fatal, 


he implicitly liſtened to the advice of that Miniſter, 
who was ſq ſignally formed by nature and by habi- 
tude to be the deſtroyer of his country. | 


No man has ever exiſted, who was more audacious ' 


and enterprizing tP ſubvert the conſtitution and en- 
ſlave the people: and this he effected by the moſt de- 
teſtable of all iniquitous methods, by Acts of Parlia- 


ment. He planned and procured the Riot Act; that 


Act, by which the Commons, by their own votes, 


and without the conſe of the pops extended a 


triennial to a ſeptennial Parliament; t 


e moſt flagrant 


violence on the conſtitution which has been com- 
mitted ſince the days of the Long Parliament, in the 


reign of Charles the Firſt; he obtained the Acts 
which encreaſed the Standing Army: he eſtabliſhed 
the Military Law, in the ſtatute againſt Mutiny and 
Deſertion; and be, in fact, granted this bloody char- 
ter to the Eaſt India Company. Innumerable are the 
tranſactions by which he attempted the ruin of his 
country; and yet, amidſt this boldneſs and effrontery 
in ſubjecting his fellow- citizens to ſuch indignities, he 


was as puſillanimous as a hare in oppoſing her inve- 


terate enemies. To the French he granted as indul- 
gently through fear all which they required for = ag- 


grandizing 
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grandizing themſelves and humbling England, as he 
anſolemly perpetrated whatever he intended againſt 


. the welfare of the nation. He knew that, enveloped 


in Acts of Parliament, he perfectly ſecured himſelf 
from every purſuit, on the account of that miſchief 
which thoſe contained; but he dreaded the conduct of 


a war by which he muſt lay himſelf open to defeat, and 


to national enquiry. This conduct he purſued through 


2 long and baneful adminiſtration; and be ſupported 
himſelf by fpreating corruption through a profligate 


N ſucceeding Commons. With 


to 
iſcharge the national debt, he conſumed that money 
and 


in German ſubſidies and private extrava 

keft the kingdom as much indebted as he found it. 
At length, by a ſingular exertion of the Houſe of 
Commons, he was driven from his power; his actions 
were colluſively eamined by a Secret Committee, 
which by arts and pecuniary influence he rendered in- 
efſectual, and then exclaimed againſt the ingratitude 
of thoſe who would not ſerve him without being 
bribed, though he had conſumed his whole life in 
ſpeech and practice, to reduce all mankind to that ſtate 


of degeneracy and corruption, as if men would prove 
La | 


ul to their corruptor, whom he had educated to 
be faithlefs to their charge and to rob their country. 
Deteſted by the nation for the innumerable miſchiefs 
which he effected, he was ennobled by his King, as 


the reward of merit, and died in his bed, as if he had 


lived a deſerving ſubject and an upright miniſter. 
Such are the faint and evaneſcent outlines of his 
character; and yet, ſtrange to relate! he was ſuc- 
eeeded by others whom he had trained to miſchief, 
of leſs underſtznding, but of equal iniquity; who 
purſuing his fteps have reduced the kingdom to her 
preſent ſtate of impotency, and from which it never 
gan be reheved, but by applying the revenues of 


Aſiatic lands to national purpoſes, and to which it 


tall be proved the community have an irrefragable 
NUMBER 
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NUMBER XV. 
Jan, 99/2768; 


\EORGE BY decent having aſcended the 
Throne of Great Britain, the Eaft India Com- 
_ in the third year of his reign, obtained an a& 
p eir favour, by means of having paid into the 
Exchequer two hundred thouſand ds, for which 
were neither to receive e ee re- payment. 
By this-a&, among various other mdulgencies, which 
are not neceſſary to be _— the day of redeeming 
the charter, by repaying the capital, and on three 
Pages notice, was protratted to the 25th of March, 
I 
And by another act, in the 17th year of his reign, 
the Company having agreed to advance 1, 000, oo0 l- 
for the expence of the ſtate, on an annuny of three per 
cent. the date of the charter was extended fourteen = 
years, to 1780; at that time it is to ceafe, repay- 
ment being made to the Company of four millions 
tuo hundred thouſand pounds, and all arrears; three 
years being ſtill given for the bringing their effects 
from India to this kingdom | 
By both thefe ſtatutes they were entitled '* to his 
hold, and enjoy, all thoſe rights, privileges; &c. 
« which, by former acts of parliament, or by any 
charter founded thereupon had been granted; and 
they were ſubject to ſuch refriiions and covenants 
as are contained in the ſaid acts and letters patent 
© new in force.” 
Hence it uncontrovertibly appears, that all pre- 
_ tenſions to the exerciſe of any powers conveyed by 
charter, antecedent to the firſt act on which this 
Company was founded in the reign of King William, 
are abſolutely without the leaſt foundation. The 
ran wh had, indeed, entered into expreſs cove- 
nant 


Queen Ann to that purpoſe, and the le- 


giſlature 


L 204 ] 


giſlature did now eſtabliſh it. By theſe means, as 


that oligarchy received a-freſh-ſtrength to their enor- 
mous powers on one hand, they were reſcinded 
from every excels of them on the other, by bein 

ſubjected to all the reſtrictious and covenants which 


are mentioned in the ſtatutes: and charters already 


related. | | | | 

In whatever initances therefore this Company ſhall 
be found to have extended their arbitrary proceed- 
ings beyond the limits 3 in thoſe acts and 
charters, and ſuch as have been ſince that time 
granted, they are to be conſidered as national crimi- 
nals, and are undoubtedly the juſteſt objects of par- 


Uamentary enquiry, and of condign puniſnment; 


for certainly the inquiſitorial power of a free ſtate 
can at no time be more righteouſly exerted, than in 


diſcovering the violations of a ſet of tyrants, who, 


methods more eaſily ſuggeſted than preciſely to 
by deſcribed, have Wand e means of — 
their fellow ſubjects by acts of legiſlature, and of 
uſurping to themſelves all thoſe powers, which, di- 
vided between the Sovereign and the People in the 
conſtitution of England, make it a free ſtate, and 
which, in them united, exerts an oligarchy of four- 
zind- twenty tyrants. Abſolute and unlimited as the 
grants muſt appear, yet inſtances ſhall be adduced of 
the Company's having extended their powers to acts 
unwarranted even by theſe iniquitouſly extenfive laws 
and charters; and when ſuch | proofs are brought, 
the nature, the illegality, and the inſolence of them 
explained, it will then remain with the ſervants of 
the people, in parliament, to-do juſtice to the nation 
and themſelves. 


The protracting the day of redeeming the charter 
from the hands of the Company to 1780, is that 


which chiefly deſerves the public attention in theſe 
acts of parliament ; and it is on this clauſe the Com- 
pany have chiefly founded their audaciouſneſs and 


con- 
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contempt of government, both legiſlative and exe- 


cutive; & We have this term (ſay they) by Parlia- 
« ment, and that cannot be taken from us: and to 


that we defy them.“ But, by the leave of theſe So- 


vereigns, or without their leave, they are abſolutely 
e ef this power of redemption, on the pre- 
ceding terms, is as conſtitutionally to be exerted 
whenever the Parliament ſhall think fit, as if that 


circumſtance had been ſpecifically expreſſed in the 


* | 

For, could the Parliament grant a power which 
they cannot abrogate for fourteen years, or any time 
ſpecified, they poſſeſs only an authority to ruin, and 
not to ſave the kingdom. In every ſtatute, however 
definite and expreſs the conditions, rights, privileges, 
and duration of them are enacted, there is neverthe- 


leſs virtually remaining an authority in the legiſla- 


ture to repeal that act at what moment they pleaſe, 
provided the public welfare requires it. And this, 


on no other conſideration than that it is the public 
welfare which demands that repeal; the very exiſtence 
of ſocial community and eſtabliſhed polity conſiſts in 
this fundamental principle, that the national welfare 
ſhall at all times ſuperſede the claims of individuals 
and of bodies corporate, whenever that end cannot 


be otherwiſe, attained. And certainly, when this 


end is only propoſed by anticipating the date of re- 
demption, and which continued to the time ſpecified 
in the act, woukl ſubvert the ſtate ; the denying that 
right is a poſition too abſurd and iniquitous to be 
uttered or ſupported, but by men who are faſcinated 
by the enchantments of power, ſeduced by the charms 
of bribery and corruption, or animated by revenge and 
diſmiſſion, to involve their country in every poſſible 
calamity, rather than to ſee her felicity re-eſtabliſhed, 


and her powers reſtored by the hands and adminittra- 


tion of others. 
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It this act be not repealed, it is not through the 
want cf conftitutional and juſt authority; there muſt 


be other motives, Let it be imagined that the le- 
giſlative powers had granted to any body corporate, 
or twenty years, the excluſive right of ſearching for 


| coals within five miles of London, every way round 


it; and that, for this act, that corporation had paid 
into the Exchequer two hundred thouſand pounds. 


Let it be farther ſuppoſed, that coals. were found fo 


near to this city, and that the ſtrata, and other indi- 
cations which are well known to miners, evinced, 
that in working them they muſt neceſſarily under- 
mine the city, and that one half of it would be there- 
by deſtroyed, within the duration enacted by the 


parſiament. Is there any man fo mad or ſo wicked 
ro ſay, that the legiſlative power have no right to re- 


peal that act, becauſe they granted it at a time when 


this effect was unforeſeen? And yet I am perſuaded 


the twenty-four Directors of ſuch coal mines would 
have the impudence to diſpute their title with the 
Parliament, and rozr againſt all violation of private 
property, though it is demonſtrable that ſuch property 
can never be legally grarited, and that no Fn. 
man, nor body corporate, can have a private property 
either in trade or other objects, by grants or ſtatutes, 
which reſcind the rights, liberties, and privileges of 
their fellow ſubjects, who, by the conftitution, are 
equally entitled to them with ſuch bodies corporate; 
much leſs can they legally poſſeſs them, when, by 
fach acts, their tyranny muſt inevitably prove the ſub- 


verſion of the ſtate; itſelf. 


It is the hackneyed and corrupt aſſertion of Direc- 
tors and their ſlaves, that there is not the leaſt neceſ- 
ſity of - redeeming the charter at preſent ; becauſe 
there cannot poſſibly ariſe ny danger to the ſtate, or 
injury to the ſubjects, fra the continuation of it 
till 1780. This is certaifily a moſt notorious fallacy, 
as it ſhall be proved; and were it as true as it is 
falſe, the wreſting from their hands the deſpotic 

| : powers 
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powers which they now exerciſe, will be ten thouſand 
times more than ſufficient reaſon for the putting an 
end to ſuch tyranny, and the reſtoring right and liberty 


* 


There is not a man of common ſenſe who will 
deny that a hundfed thouſand men in arms, under the 
command of the four-· and- twenty tyrants, could drive 
the King from the throne, cut off the heads of the. 
Lords, and hang the Commons, if they pleaſed te 


command it; and if money will, as certainly raiſe” 


that force, and effect that purpoſe, as any thing, by 


the experience of all ages, can be eficfted, what is 
the ſuffering ſuch immenſe ſums to fall into the 


Hands of Directors, leſs than railing armies, furniſhing 


them with military diſtinction, and planting daggers 
in the boſoms of all the loyal and good ſubjects of 
theſe realm? N wn | 
That Parliaments have been once corrupted by an 
Eaſt India Company, has been proved beyond con- 
tradition ; that this corruption has been frequently 
repeated, is believed by all men of the leaſt diſcern- 
ment; that it may again exert that fatal faſcination 
in future Parliaments is a fair deduction; the hopes of 
England are therefore on the preſent; and certainly 
che repreſentatives. of the people, who are { truly 
ſenſible of the burthens of the preſent taxes, che op- 
preſſions on trade, the ſufferings of the laborious, 


honeſt, and indigent, and the impotence to which 


this nation is reduced by theſe evils, will pay a due 
attention to the nation, to themſelves, and their poſ- 
terity; and not forego the means of alleviating all 
choſe diſtreſſes by the revenues of thoſe A ſiatic lands 
which Engliſhmen have acquired, and the oligarchs 
preſume to detain. 

Let it be ſuppoſed, that any ancient ſtate had 
granted to a body corporate the excluſive right of 
importing for twenty years a certain vegetable, which, 
upon being taſted, 8 ſuch a defire of poſſeſſing 
| oo " more 
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more of it, that no means hitherto diſcovered, could 


preclude the application of all poſſible endeavours to 
acquire it; that the effects of this production were 
ſuch as would make men ſpeak what the givers of it 


commanded, and take arms to deſtroy all thoſe who 


ſhould preſume to oppoſe their luſt of dominion; 


would the legiflature of England entruſt to four-and- 


twenty of the ſubjects, the right of giving ſuch an om- 
nipotent production to whom they pleaſed, and for 

what purpoſes they might approve? Or had it been 
inadvertently granted, and not repealed when quanti- 


ties ſufficient were in the Company's hands to effectu- 
ate theſe ends on numbers ſufficient to deſtroy all that 
is valuable to man, would not ſuch repreſentatives 
be juſtly deemed the enemies of their country and of 
human kind? | 


; 
li , 


Gold, by the undeviating experience of all ages, 


has uniformly had that effect, and ruined every ſtate 


into which it hath entered with excels, in ſingle men 


or ſmall numbers of the community; in all inſtances 


it hath erected tyrannies in various ſhapes of monarchy 
or oligarchy. No law of matter is more certain than 


this effect of money on the minds and actions of man- 


kind, not that of gravitation even. To ſtand uncon- 


cerned and inactive in this ſituation, is as indefenſible 
as to remain under an immenſe weight, which is held 


over your heads by enemies, and to believe they will 


not let it fall, or if they do, that the weight will not 
deſtroy you. And the underſtanding of that nation 
15 ſhamefully reduced, or their hearts moſt flagrantly 
corrupted, if ſuch imminent dangers are permitted to 


remain by the guardians of the people, in the hands 


of Eaſt India Directors. 


The late acquiſition of the Myſone Country, and 
Balagat Carnatic, will produce an annual revenue of 
two millions at leaſt. That ſum added to the former 
conqueſts, make an income of four millions a year; 


the ſurplus of all expences after the ſupporting the 


fleets, 


* 
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fleets, armies,” and other occaſions of the Company, 


will certainly not exceed the annual revenue of Great 


Britain, which is applied to the exigencies of ſtate in 


every year of peace. The nation, to maintain her 
fleets, armies, and other national demands, raiſes 
within this kingdom, by a land- tax 1,500,000 l. by 
malt 750,000 l. in all 2, 230, ooo l. If the Company 
can be ſuppoſed to expend ſo much in their military 
and other affairs, there ſtill remains one million ſeven 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, to be applied to 
all the iniquitous purpoſes that ambition can dictate 
and deſpotiſm acquire; and where is now the virtue 
and the reſolution to withſtand ſuch powers which at 
once compel and ſeduce all thoſe againſt whom it is 
directed? If the revenues of India be permitted to 

remain in their hands another year, the rights of ſo- 
vereignty and the rights of the people cannot be rea- 
ſonably valued at the price of one ſhilling, unleſs in- 
deed the multitude, ſtung by their miſeries and ill 
treatment, ſnould ſeek from Heaven and their own 
native powers that redreſs which may be denied 
them, and vindicate their ſovereign and themſelves 
but the prevention of bloodſhed, and the reſtora- 
tion of right; will be the undoubted care of thoſe 
whoſe indiſpenſable duty it is to attend to ſuch im- 


Portant ſervices. 


J am now come to the moſt ſignal, 3 
and tyrannic act that ever had an affirmative from 
the votes of the Houſe of Commons: this paſſed in the 
twenty-ſecond year of the reign of King George the 
Second. By this ſtatute, all that barbarous and in- 
human power of exerciſing military law, which was 
granted by bye-charter by King George the Firſt, was 
now eſtabliſhed by an act of the legiſlature. No other 
terms. that are known by me in any language, mutt 
be found to expreſs, - with due energy, the horrors 0 


this tranſaction, and the execration which is due 


woe repreſentatives. of the people who ſuffered i 
Pp. 48 3 


) 


T- a0 ] 


paſs; for that reaſon I leave it to the honeſt ſenſations 

of all mankind, and may they never be at caſe till it 

is abrogated. The ſubjects of a ſovereign to be en- 

_ truſted with ſuch ſanguinary 2 over the lives, 
el 


limbs, and liberties of their fellow ſubjects, and to 
delegate that power in their own name to their ſer- 
vants, and the Commons. of England to ſanctify that 
ower, is ſacrilege by law eſtabliſned; and nothing 
ſs than infinite mercy can forgive that crime. a 
This infamous bill paſſed not unoppoſed by man 
in the Houſe of Commons. One nobleman, now an 
honour to the peerage, and who at that time truly 
repreſented his _— exerted his ſuperior talents 
againſt that bill in defence of his fellow ſubjects and 
the rights of human kind. He proved, by argument 
unanſwerable, that it was both unjuſt, cruel, and un- 
conſtitutional ; he predicted the bloody effects which 
have ſince verified that prediction; he refuted every 
word which was offered in its favour ; but demonſtra- 
tion had, at that time, no proof. The reſolution of 
erecting & military government, which then was the 
object of one man, prevailed over the energy of reaſon 
and eloquence ; for bribery and corruption had blind. 
ed the underſtandings, and blunted the ſenſations of a 
majority of that Houſe. The tyranny of four-and- 
twenty oligarchs was eſtabliſhed, and the enſlavement 
of every Briton, who entered into their ſervice, was 
abſolutely accompliſhed. | 
If the ſervants of the people in parliament are conſti- 
tutionally inveſted with the powers of erecting twen- 
ty-four of their fellow ſubjects into tyrants, and ſub- 
jecting all the reſt to be their ſlaves, this conſtitu- 
tion is, of all others, the moſt deteſtable, and every 
thinking man will exchange his viſion of Liberty for 
that which is denominated Slavery. in Turky. In 
that empire, one man is the ſovereign, and all his 
ſubjects on the ſame level of equality: even thoſe 
monarchs have ſuffered death for acts of deſpotiſm $ 
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and at all times the lenity of taxation compenſates 


for all that we imagine ourſelves to poſſeſs, and do 


not enjoy. Whatever Vizir, Baſhaw, or other officer 
dares to invade the rights or violate the property of 
the ſubjects, the meaneſt Turk has 1 of ac- 


cuſing him to his fovereign; he will be heard, and 
the offender puniſhed. None but Miniſters and their 


ſubordinates dread the Emperor's power ; the people 
are ſecure and happy. In this kingdom ſubjects are 
erected into tyrants, and the reſt oppreſſed and ſlaves. 
Life and death, liberty and property, are in the hands 
of four-and-twenty defpotes. If Britons yet be men, 
they will not ſuffer this indignant humiliation. By 
the Pill of Rights you have the privilege of petitioning 
Parliament, and you are fuicides of all that is eftimable 
in your ownſelves, and murderers of the rights of 
men unborn, if you negle& to apply to that juſt 
reſource, Vindicate the dignity t your King and 
your own liberties and rights; for know, that in this 
reign the four-and-twenty oligarchs have received the 
firſt check to their tyranny, ſince it originally com- 
menced to be; and the people's revenues in Aſia 
have been applied in ſome ere to their proper 
purpoſes. 


In the firſt year of his Majeſty's reign it was enacted, 


That if any of the ſaid Company's Preſidents or 


councils at their factories, where they are empowered 
to hold Courts of Judicature, ſhall be guilty of 
oppreſſing any of his Majeſty's ſubjects beyond the 
ſeas, within their reſpective juriſdictions or com- 
mands, or ſhall be guilty of any other crime or 
offence, contrary to the laws of England, ſuch 
oppreſſions, crimes, and offences, may be enquired 
of, heard, and determined in his Majeſty's Court 
of King's Bench by good and lawful men; and 
ſuch puniſhments ſhall be inflicted on ſuch offenders 
as are uſually inflicted for offences of the like nature 
committed in England.“ 7 
| | An 


( 12 J 5 
And by another aft, four hundred thouſand 
© pounds a year of the Aſiatic revenues were applied 
to the ſervice of the ſtate.* _ | 
By theſe acts you have been in part reſtored to the 
laws of your country, and your rights have been re- 
vived, and ſome part of your territorial acquiſitions 
have been applied to the national exigencies, This 
auſpicious dawn promiſes the full reſtoration of right, 
liberty, and property; and did the accompliſhment 
of all theſe depend on your ſovereign only, it would 
be granted with more joy by bim, than it can be 
received by you; for ſuch is the paternal diſpoſition 
of your preſent ſovereign. $I. EY 
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HE flects and forces of the King of Great 
Britain, in conjunction with thoſe of the Eaſt 
India Company, having recovered the town of Chl- 
cutta from the hands of. Serajah Dowla, the Nabob 

of Bengal, on the 5th of February 1757; that 
Nabob being again defeated, was dethroned and al- 
ſaſſinated, and Meer Jaffier, on the account of his vil- 
lanies, was raiſed to the government of Bengal by the 
Britiſh, as'Mr. Dowe, in his late hiſtory of cru 
tan, truly expreſſes it. In conſequence of this revo- 
- lution in that province, certain lands were demanded 
as the fruits of their conqueſt ; and Meer Jaffier, who. 
had betrayed his maſter, the Nabob, in battle, and 
had been ſet up by the Company, being in no ſitua- 
tion to deny the Engliſh whatever they might aſk, 
ceded thoſe lands to the Company by treaty, which 


they 
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they had conquered by arms, and which he was unable 


to withhold. ; 


The DireQors having received intelligence of theſe | 
ſticcefſes; were conſcious that neither by law not 
charter, the lands, plunder, and _ taken by their 

b | dia, could be 
legally poſſeſſed hy the Company. "They, therefore; 
pretended * to be Joub;ful whether ſuch diſtricts of 


< land and plunder, which might be conquered and 


taken by their own forces, upon any orcafion, either 


% by land of fea, did not belong to his Majefty.” 
Such being the baſis. on which they ground their 
wpplicatioh to the King, as it is expreſſed in their pe- 
exfion; they add, as the motive to having their peti- 
ton granted, „ That the expences of carrying on 
« their wars in defence of their plattations and trade, 
« are greater than the Company can bear; and there- 
« fore theſe petitioners moſt humbly pray his Majeſty, 


that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to grant to his pe 
er 


<« titioners, for their own uſe, all ſuch plunder, 
« booty, treaſure, &c. which may be taken by any 
of his petitioners land or ſea-forces from any of his 
« Majeſty's enemies, or from the Indian enemies of 


* his petitioners. And that his petitioners may hold 


e and enjoy, ſubject to his Majeſty's right of ſove- 
reignty in and over the ſame, all ſuch fortreſſes; 
« diſtricts, and territories within the limits of their 


trade, as they have acquired, or may hereafter ac- 


« quire, from any nation, ſtate, or people, by treaty, 
grant, or conqueſt; with power to reſtore, give 
up, and diſpoſeè of the ſame, as they ſhall from 
time to time {ee occaſion; ſubject, n eleſs, to 
his Majeſty's diſpoſition and pleaſure, as to ſuch 
lands as may be acquired by conqueſt from the ſub- 
<« jedts of any European power.” The hardineſs of 
this petition is perfectly conſentaneous with all the 
preceding conduct of this Company, though 13 
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2 
inferior to that which they have obſerved ſince the 


* preſenting to it. 


The petition, ſuch as it is, was preſented to his 


Majeſty, and from him tranſmitted to the Attorney 


and Solicitor General, for their opinion on the terms 


which it contained; and the gentlemen who then filled 
the preceding places, were the preſent Lord High 


Chancellor of England, and Mr. Charles Yorke. - 


On the 241 of December 1757, theſe gentlemen, 
in their report on the petition, delivered their opinions 
on the petition, reſpecting the charter which might be 

ranted in conſequence of it. What particularly re- 
ates to the capture of ſhips and goods, is not to the 


preſent purpoſe minutely to enquire; it is ſufficient 


that a grant of them was approved, under ſpecified 
reſtrictions; and *< that this grant ſhould be confined 
“ to captures made in a defenſive war, or during a 


' « {tate of hoſtility commenced merely for the pro- 


„ tefiion of their trade and ſettlements : this (they 


« ſay) is agreeable to the terms and intentions of all the 


% charters given to the Company,” by his Majeſty or his 
% royal predeceſſors, which empower them to make 
« war in the Eaſt Indies only, to recompenſe them- 
„ ſelves for loſſes, or to repel invaders.” 

Hence it appears, that neither by law nor charter, 
the Company had at that time the leaſt right to pre- 
tend to the grant or privilege of declaring an offenſive 
war; what indulgences they have ſince reſerved, and 


how far they have obſerved the antecedent reſtriction, 


will be ſhewn hereafter. - | | 
As to the latter part of the prayer of the peti- 

tion, relative to the holding, or retaining fortreſſes 
or diſtricts already acquired, or to be acquired by 


„grant or conqueſt, the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 


* neral beg leave to point out ſome diſtinctions upon 


. | 


« In 


# >  @ A a 


tuns J 


"= 10 reſpett to ſuch places as have' TOY or hall 
15 « be acquired by treaty or grant from the Mogul, 
| c of any of the Indian Princes or governments, his 
4 % Majeſty's Letters Patent are not neceſfary; _ 
< property of the ſoil veſting in the Company "by 


the Indian grants, ſubje& only to his Majeſty's - 
right of ſovereignty over ſuch ſettlements, as Eng- 

Wo 1 ſertlements, * -and over the inhabitants, 'as Eng-- 
< liſh ſubjects, who carry with them. his Majeſty's - 


< laws, Wherever they form colonies, and receive his 
« Majeſty 8 protection, by virtue of his Royal Char- 
> «ters. In feſpect to ſuch places as have been lately 
t ey rg or 5 dl hereafter be acquired, by con- 
1 * "queſt, the property, as well as the dominion,” veſts 
! in his Majeſty, by virtue of his known prerogative, ' 
1 and conſequently, the Company can only derive a a 
5 right to them through his Majeſty's grant; © but 
V bs they (the Attorney and Solicitor General) ſubmit 
e their humble opinion to his Majeſty, that it is not 
5 e warranted by precedent, nor agreeable to ſonnd policy, 
e nor to the fenor of the charters which have been laid 


2 before them, to make ſuch a general grant, not 
only of paſt, but of future contingent conqueſts 


, made upon any power, European or Indian, to a 
2 trading Company. If at any time the Eaſt India 
e Company, in the proſecution of their juſt rights, 
d ſhall chance to acquire a fortreſs or diſtrict, which 
„, * may be convenient for carrying on their trade, and 

1s after ceded to them by treaty, or proper to be 
Y maintained by force, it is time enough to reſort to 
2 * his Majeſty for hi or his Royal Om whenever the caſe | 

* ariſes 1 

y « At the ſame time the Aer 1 Solicitor \ 
n General do juftice to the honfarable intentions f 


* thoſe who preferred this petition to his Majefty, lin 
< ſaying, that as ſoon as the objections were intimated, 
In they (the Directors) readily acquieſced, and _ 
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L to their powers of re 


In anſwer to this doubt ray ſtat 


(6 


ff. a themſelves much more anxious for the fake of 
«+ obtaining a clear rule for the direction of their offi- 
1 cers-in India; to have their doubts explained, as 

or {urrendering places 
9 conquered ; and to know whether the Company 1 18 


. * enabled, by any of their preſent Charters, to yield 


up conqueſts made on Indian princes or Go- 
vernments by treaty, without his ajeſty's licence 
in every inſtance, the procuring of which might be 
< attended with great delay in preſſing exigencies, 

ad, the Attorney and 


£ Solicitor General are humbly opinio that the 


we 


_ © Royal Charters ane. to the Com nh ving re- 


peatedl given t a making peace 
as well. as. War with the Indian Princes or govern- 
© ments, it is incident to the power of n king peace 
**, to be enabled to reſtore c Ig s, On things, taken 
* in war, otherwile they wou why ve the power of 


making peace, 95 the Wo of obtai 4 


But, to remoye all poſſible doubts, they thin 


* will not be. 1 ae to explain the powers of 
+. making peace, 


a clauſe to be inſerted in, the 
Letters Patent dane cabling. chem to, make 
« ceſſion of new, conqueſts acquired from anxof the 
Indian Princes or 
between the · Eaſt 5 Company and the Nabob 


. ok Bengal, or which, ſhall, be We in, ame co. 
is explanation. vil he. agreeable to, the plan 


of former charters, in which. they beg leave to, ob- 
„ ſerve to his Majeſty, that. the general power of 


« making war is further e re = followed, by 
<, particular — the hoſtilities. which, the 


'4 Company may, exerciſe. againſt; their, enemies, but 


the power of, "OG peace is dar aden by. any 
® ſuch dekription 


And 


es, during the late troubles. 


* * 
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ney and Solicitor, | 
rience of the practice of thoſe. Directors, from rhe 


| Ir . 
And this power of making war was already aſcer- 


. tained by the fame gentlemen to be defenſive only, 


merely for the protetion of their trade and ſettlements. 

On reviewing this petition of the Company, it is 
manifeſt that they prayed only for ſuch fortreſſes and 
diſtricts which had been,” or muſt be acquired by 
grant or treaty, or, by the conqueſt of their own troops 
and navy, and pot by the victories of his Majeſty's 
forces, in conjunction with thoſe of the Company; 
and that, on this propoſition the report diſtinguiſhes, 
with the utmoſt juſtice and good ſenſe, that there 
exiſted a vaſt difference between the grants and trea- 
ties made in times of peace, with the Indian Princes, 
and hoſe treaties which were made conſecutive of war 
and conqueſt. The lands acquired: by the former 
were veſted in the Company, with the igt of fove- 
reiguty in the King 8 5 La were his Majeſty's 
Property. as welt as. dominzon or ſovereignty, and could 
zecome thoſe of the Company. by fubſequent grants 
If we conſider the importance and defire of having 


this part of the petition to be granted to the Com- 
pany; the powerful means in the hands of the Direc- 


tors, to obtain a report confermable to the circum- 
ſtances, of their petition, the known. effects which fuch 
finiſter motives have evidently produced on fome 
members of a former anda late Houſe ef Commons; 
the probability that the Directors would not Have 
neglected a like application and influence ow this oc- 


caſſon, and the general corruption of the age, by pre- 
cedent eſtabliſhed; this report does the highe® honour 


to, the e and pregrity 7 the 3 
zeneral; for, from a full expe- 


reign, of King William to the end of the laſt partia- 


ment, it cannot be dbubted but that they were either 
deterred by the eſtabliſhed characters of theſe gentle- 
men, from attempting to influence their opinions by 


pecu 


4 
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pecuniary perſuaſion; or, that if they did preſume. it, 
that they were rejected with indignation and con- 


NUMBER XVII. | 
5 Finer Jian. 16, 1768. 
N conſequence of the opinion delivered by the 
23 and Solicitor General, as it is tranſcribed 
into the preceding paper, a warrant was drawn up, 
approved and ſigned by the then Mr. Pitt, who was 
Secretary of State, dated the 24th December 1757, 
directing the Attorney and Solicitor General to draw 
up a charter, to be granted to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany in conſequence of their petition, and conform- 
able to the opinion delivered in the report. In relation 
to thoſe lands which were, or might be acquired from 
the Indian Princes, by grants or treaties made be- 


tween theſe Princes 'and the Company n times of 0 
peace, there is nothing ſaid in the charter ; 4 Becauſe Os 
e the property of ſuch lands was already veſted in 1 
« the Ih by the Indian grants, ſabjet to the & 
<« ſovereignty of the King, on which account his My 
« Majeſty's letters patent were not neceſſary.” And "= ® 
with reſpect to the holding and enjoying thoſe lands « 
which were, or might be acquired by treaties or grants 66 
after conqueſt, the Directors, who preferred the pe- ed 
tition, as ſoon as the preceding objections were inti- 60 
mated by the Attorney and Solicitor General, readily « 
acquieſced in the impropriety of this part of the pe- « 
tition, and expreſſed their anxiety for the obtaining : G4 
a rule for the direction of their officers in India, as « 
to their powers of reſtoring and ſurrendering places ” 


conquered ; and to know whether the Company 1s 


enabled, by any of their preſent charters, to yield the 
. \ conqueſts 
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conqueſts made on the Indian Princes, by treaty, --- 
without his Maje 's licence in every inſtance. 
Hence it is — Pw that though the petition which 


had been delivered to the King was not withdrawn, 


and ſtill contained the prayer of holding and enjoying 
the lands acquired by conqueſts, yet that theſe Di- 
reftors, who applied for the grant of all lands ſo ac- 
quired, had, in fact, given up that part of the pe. 
tition by acquieſcing with the objections which were 
intimated by the Attorney and Solicitor General, and 


deſired only to be aſcertained, whether the Company 


were enabled by any charter to yield up any lands 
which were or might be conquered . their own 


forces, without the King's licence. 


That the Company were not at that time enabled 
to cede, reſtore, or yield up any lands conquered by 
their troops, is evident, becauſe that power is granted 
them in 1 charter, which would have been needleſs 
had it been antecedently granted; and that they were 
denied the holding or enjoying them by treaty or con- 
queſt, is equally clear, becauſe they had it not at that 
time, and it En. never ſince been granted by any 


charter. 


The charter was ; therefore drawn by the Attorney 


and Solicitor General, in conſequence of the pre- 


ceding opinions and circumſtances already related, 
with this - proviſo; © That. all wars, hoſtilities, and 
« expeditions ſhould be begun, carried on, and com- 
4 pleated by the forces, land or naval, raiſed and 
“ paid by. the /qid Company alone.” And that in theſe 
circumſtances, ** the- ſaid united Company ſhall and 
may, by treaty of peace, made or to be made be- 
% tween them, or any of their officers be g in 
« their behalf, and any of the Indian Princes or 


vernments, cede, reſtore, or diſpoſe of any for- 


+ treſſes, diſtricts, or territories acquired by conqueſts | 
from "ny of the ſaid Indian Princes or govern- 
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<< ments, during the late troubles in Bengal, or which 
« ſhall be acquired i in time coming.“ 

Such was tlie charter granted in conſequence 7 
the Company's petition, and the report of the Attor- 
ney and Solicitor General. By this it is manifeſt, 
that of all lands acquired, or to be acquired, from 
the Indian ſtates, either by grant or treaty, in times 
of peace, the ſoil was the property of the Com- 


pany, and the ſovereignty appertained to the k 


But that by freaties, conſeculivs of conqueſts, I 
fortreſſes, diſtricts, and territories, ſo acquired or to 
be acquired, were both the property, as well as the 
dominion of his Majeſty ; and this even when theſe ter- 


ritories were acquired by forces in the oft ay of the 


Eaft India Company. With hate, 

either already * — or to any ies in con- 

junction with the Britiſb forces, the Company did not 
Preſume to petition to have even the privilebe' of ceding, 


refering, or diſpoſing of ihoſe' tervitories, much lefs to 


and enjoy therm. It is evident alſo, chat this 
power of ceding, reſtoring, and diſpoſing of theſe 
acquiſitions obtained by the conqueſts of their own 
troops, was granted only, as the report exp ner" 
in order to Rave the means as well as the power? of 
making peace ; and becauſe the diſtance between 
Grear Britain and Bengal was too great to ah ny the' 
waiting for the tranſmitting to England ole intel - 
Iivences winch were neceſſary, and the receiving ſuch 
inſtructions as were requiſite for the concluſion of 


Hoſtilities with: proper expedition... Bur with regard 


to the Boiding and enjoying* ſuch lautis and fortreſſes thut 
were er might be taten by tbe land or ſea-forces of the 
3 iat was abſolutely refuſed for wharever 
rticles are petitioned for, and not granted] iw the 
cr conſecutive of ſuch petition, theſe do actually 
remain in tiie ſume ſtate in- which they were before 
the charter was granted. The licence of holding 
anÞFeroying the lands, which wank or might be ac- 
"quired 


—_— 
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inen | C 
quired by conquelt, even by their own troops, being 


omitted in that latter patent, that circumſtance is, in 


fact, not only a retuſal of that part of their petition, 


but an interdict to the exerciſe of thoſe powers, and 
the retaining ſuch lands one moment in the hands of 


the Eaſt India Company, not by the King alone, but 
by the laws of the land, | f : 
That this is incontrovertible muſt appear from the 


* 


report of the Attorney and Solicitor General, wherein 


the grants oß ſuch lands were expreſly reſerved to be 
granted by his Majeſty on future petitions, and when- 
ever ſuch caſes ſhall ariſe. Many ſuch caſes have 
ſince ariſen, and no charters haye hitherto been granted, 
and probably unafked for. „C 
Hence it is evident, from the nature of the conſti- 
tution, the right of the prerogative, the letter of the. 
laws, the opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral, the '@miſſion of that requeſt in the charter, and 
the denial thereby expreſſed, the conſciouſneſs of the 
Directors, that without ſuch licence granted by his 


Majeſty, expreſly conveying ſuch powers of holding 


and enjoying the conquered lands, that the Company 
could have no right, title, or claim to them, even 
when they were acquired by the conqueſts of their own 
$r00PsS., : 

Fo hack is the pertinacious effrontery of theſe oli- 

archs; they, nevertheleſs, preſume to vith- hold 
= their lawful ſovereign, not only the property of 
theſe lands which have been conquered by their forces, 
but the property alſp of thoſe territories which were 
conquered in conjunction, and under the command 
of his Majeſty's land and naval armaments, in de- 
fiance of the King, the conſtitution,” and the laws. 
That theſe lands were acquired by conqueſt, is be- 
yond refatation :- the Company themſelves declare it 
in their petition expreſly in theſe words, . Your 
« petitioners have acquired from their enemies, the 
« {aid Nabobs of Bengal, ſome diſtricts of land,” &c. 
N Q That 
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That a trading Company, (governed by four-and- 


twenty oligarchs, whoſe whole capital in trade is but 
55200, ooo l. for a loan of 4, 200, ooo l. to the govern- 
ment on national ſecurity, and a parliamentary right 
of berrowing a greater ſum from the people, after 
confeſſing they have go right to ſuch territories, pe- 
titioning to have them granted, acquieſcing in the 
impropriety of the grant, and being refuſed by that 
very power to which they applied alto for the obtain- 
ing a charter to that purpoſe) ſhoula {till preſume to 
diſpute the property of thoſe lands with that very 
King from which they prayed to receive them, is an 
act of effrontery unexampled in the hiſtory of all 
ages, unleſs in times of open rebellion, when the 
ſubjects were actually in arms, and had abſolutely 
thrown off all allegiance to their King, and defied his 
lawful rule and conftitutional authority. 
Whether the behaviour of the Aſiatie bligarchs be 
included within the definition of rebellion, I cannot 
poſitively determine; but as they have at preſent 
their armies, unconſtitutionally in poſſeſſion of the 


territorial property of his Majeſty, as they ſtill diſpute 


his undoudted title to thoſe lands, and claim a right 
in them inſupportable by law, it is not impoſſible 
that the ultimate reſource, in ſupport of this auda- 
ciouſneſs, may be to thoſe very armies. Such being 
the true ſtate of things, I know of no argument 
which, can evince that this Company is not in actual 
rebellion. | | | 
\ Hardy, rapacious, illegal, and unpardonable as 
this oppoſition and behaviour of the Company muſt 
certainly appear to all honeſt and diſintereſted men, 
there is yet another A not leſs extraordi- 
nary and criminal; it is, that thoſe repreſentatives of 
the people, whoſe duty it was in the laſt parliament 
to reſtore to his Majeſty his undoubted property, 'and 
to do juſtice to the nation and themſelves, ſhould 
have fo long and fo ſupinely indulged the inſupport- 
| able 


. 


able and illegal pertinaciouſneſs of a trading Com- 


pany : why did they not wreſt the rights, liberties, 
properties, and commercial privileges of the people 
from the fangs of theſe tyrants ? Why did they not 
reſtore to the moſt benignant of Kings his juſt rights 
and properties in Aſia, that by the immenſe revenue 
of four millions, which they will produce, he may 
accompliſh the ardent deſire of relieving his ſubjects - 
from oppreſſion, and of reinſtating his dominions in 
their antient ſplendor and importance ? | 


22 — ö 


NUMBER XVIII. 


"Ms Jan. 17, 1769. 


| HAT the dominions and the revenues in India, 
which are at preſent in the hands of the Eaſt 
India Company, are the property of the Crown alone, 


_ uſurped and illegally withheld, by that Company, 
ftom their rightful Sovereign, is, I imagine, effectually 


proved to the conviction. of every individual of com- 
mon ſenſe : unleſs, indeed, it can be ſhewn, that theſe 
territories have been granted to that Company by 


charter, ſubſequent tof that which is tranſcribed and 


referred to in the preceding paper; or that theſe ter- 
ritories have not been acquired in conſequence of ' 
victories obtained by the armies, not only of the 
Aſiatic oligarchs, but of the King of Great Britain. 
As they ſtill perſiſt in their right of holding and en- 
joying theſe dominions, let them produce the charters 
by which they have fince been granted: but ſuch 
grants they confeſſedly do not poſſeſs; or let the legiſ- 
lature take them from their uſurpation. 

That ſome parts of theſe territories were acquired 
by Conqueſt, the Company acknowledge in their pe- 


G2 | tition. 
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tition. That theſe lands, and I believe all which they 
have ſince obtained, were acquired by conqueſt, I 
make no doubt that I ſhall prove beyond the power 
of being diſproved. In order to effect this conviction 
by the moſt full and coercive evidence, I ſhall deli- 
neate the wretched ſituation to which the Company 


were reduced, during the laſt war, in India; the 
means dy Which they were extricated and preferved 


from perdition; and 1 ſhall then cite the very words 
of the treatics made between the Company and the 
Nabobs in India, after the latter were defeated by 
the Engl ſh forces. | 

In the year 1755, Commodore James attacked and 
took Bencote, a port of great conſequence in the do- 
minions of Angria the pirate. This port was kept 
by the Company, and 1s ſtill in their hands, under 
the name of Port Victoria. Will the Company deny 
th it this fortreſs was acquired by conqueſt ? 


In the year 1756, Admiral Watſon, with five of 


his Majeſty's ſhips of war, aſſiſted by the land and 
naval forces of the Company, totally defeated the 
forces of Angria, burnt his ſhips, took. his magazines 
and treaſure, and ſubdued the port of Geriah, the 
capital of nis dominiens. It will not be denied that 
this alſo was effected by conqueſt; by a conqueſt 


even, which, had the petition of the Company been 


granted, as it was not, could not have entitled that 
Company. to take poſſeſſion of thoſe fortreſſes and 
territories ſubdued by the King's forces: and yet this 
indiſputable property of his Majeſty is ſtill unlawfully 
held, by this Company, as if they were the ſole and 
indiſputable proprietors. * 

The Engliſh at Calcutta had committed various 
enormities againſt the ſubjects of the Nabob of Ben- 
gal, without any regard paid to the remonſtrances and 


complaints of the Indians by the preſident of the 


Engliſh factory; and among others, not leſs atro- 


cious, they had impriſoned rich merchant, a * 
0 
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of Serajah Dowla: The Nabob, juſtly reſenting this 
injuſtice, attacked and took Calcutta; and tay revenge 
for the impriſoned merchant, and other outrages by 
the Engliſh, he threw all the latter, whom he found 
in that place, into a priſon called the Black Hole. 
They conſiſted of one hundred and forty-ſix- perfons, 
of which twenty-three only furvived- the impriſon- 
ment of one night. So Tu 
In conſequence of this event, preparations. were 
made for the retaking that important place z and in 
the year 1757, Admiral Watſon, with his Majeſty's 
fleet under his command, cannonaded the batteries, 
which the Nabob had erected in defence of Calcutta, 
with fuch vigour, that they were immediately ſurren- 
dered on the debarkation of the troops. Capt. Smyth 
alſo in the Bridgewater, and with other forces, re- 
duced the town of Nugiſley, and in revenge for the 
impriſonment of the Engliſh at Calcutta, he deftroyed 
by fire the whole town and magazines which it con- 
rained. e e 
Not long after theſe events, Captain Warwick, 
with a detachment of feamen in his Majeſty's fervice, 


joined the land forces commanded by Col. Clive; 


the Nabob, Serajah Dowla, was attacked and de- 
feated. In conſequence of this victory, a treaty was 
concluded between the Nabob and the Engliſh. In 
this it was ſtipulated, © that the villages which were 
given to the Company by the King's (or Mogul's) 
« treaty, but detained by the Subahs (or governors 
of them) be allowed to the Company; and that 
«© no impediment or reſtriction be put upon the ze- 
“ mindars [or collectors of the Company's revenues]: 
& that reſtitution be made the Company of their 
« factories and ſettlements at Calcutta, Coſſimbuzar, 
&« Dacca, &c. which have been taken from them.“ 
Theſe, and many other articles, not#neceflary to 
be related, were obtained by this treaty. And then 
„ Admiral Charles Watfon and Col. Clive promiſe, 


66 in 


1 

& in behalf of the Engliſh nation and of the Engliſh 
« Company, that from henceforth all bo#ilities ſhall 
e ceaſe in Bengal; and that the Engliſh will always 
% remain in peace and friendſhip with the Nabob, as 
<« as long as theſe articles are kept in force, and re- 
« main unviolated,” ; ; 
Will the Company have the face to deny that theſe 
territories were acquired by conqueſt, when the very 
treaty, by which they pretend to the property of thoſe 
lands, expreſly declares, that all hoſtilitres ſhall ceaſe, 
and peace be concluded? And it ſhall be proved in a 
very little time, that this preſumption of treaty- mak - 
ing in their own name, is equally illegal and unwar- 
ranted with their inſolence, in diſputing the property 
of the conquered lands with their Sovereign. And 
here it muſt be again remarked, that theſe lands were 
acquired by the conqueſts of his Majeſty's forces, 
in conjunction with thoſe of the Company; and there- 
fore not within the terms of the petition, had they 
been «obolly granted. Notwithſtanding theſe unan- 
ſwerable truths, the Company have {till the hardineſs 
to retain and to diſpute the property of thoſe territories 
with their King, to whom they have ſworn allegiance : 
and what is yet more ignominious, they have hitherto 
been ſupinely permitted to withhold them from the 
ſervice of the ſtate. : 

On March the 22d, Chandanagore, the chief ſet- 
tlement of the French in Bengal, was reduced by 
Admiral Watſon and Col. Clive; and all the artillery 
and other effects fell into their hands. 
© Notwithſtanding this treaty fo ſolemnly concluded 
in the latter end of the month of February, It was 
« ſuſpefted that the Nabob had Haſtile deſigns; and 
therefore it was reſolved to re- con mence the war 
« againſt him. Meer Jaffier, then one of the Na- 
bob's principal officers, promiſed to join with us, 
upon condition that the government of Bengal 
„ ſhould be conferred upon him after the defeat of 

“ Serajah 
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4 Serajah Dowla.” Theſe are the words in Mr. Vans 
ttart's Narrative. 75 | 
Can the hiſtory of the univerſe afford a more igno- 
minious and inhuman act than this breach of treaty, 
commencing hoſtilities, entering into engagements 
with a traitor to dethrone his ſovereign, and to give 
his dominions to that rebellious ſervant ? Yet were 


all theſe inſidious refolutions undertaken and executed, . 


upon the bare ſuſpicion of Serajah Dowla's having 


deſigus to re-commence boſtilities. Was this a defenſive 


war entered into according to the terms, and reſtrictions 


of their charters? Was this war to right and recom- 
pence themſelves for injuries received, when there was 
confeſſedly no injury, nor the leaſt infraction of one 
article of the treaty pretended even to have been at- 
tempted by the Nabob? Is it not an action expreſly 
forbidden by all the laws of God and man? 

As the ellect of this execrable breach of faith, and 
covenant ſtipulated with Meer Jaffier, the traitor, 
war was undertaken againſt Serajah Dowla; and by 
the aſſiſtance of ſome ſeamen in is Majeſty's ſervice, 
commanded by one of their own officers, together 
with the forces of the Company, commanded by Col. 
Clive, and aſſiſted by the treaſon and treachery of 
Meer Jaffier, together with the aid of a good mud- 
wall, a ſhower of rain which rendered the enemy's 
artillery unſerviceable, an attack, or rather a march 
to an eminence, made by Captain Fitzpatrick, with- 
out oppoſition, and above all, the cowardice of the 
Aſiatics, the battle of Plaſſey was won on the 19th 
of June, not full four months after the concluſion of 
the preceding treaty. The bloodineſs and difficulty 


of acquiring this conqueſt is perfectly evinced by 
the vaſt number of the Company's troops which were 


ſlain in the field of battle, amounting, on the moſt 
accurate reſearch, to full twenty men, moſt of which 
were Seapoys. | 
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Let no Briton, henceforth, mention the miſeries 
and inhumanity of their countrymen being confined 
by Indians in the Black Hole; in which act it is pro- 


bable there was not the leaſt intention in the Nabob 


of putting them to death; when ſuch inſidious and 
inhuman deeds, as thoſe above related, have been 

rpetrated. by the ſanguinary ſervants of the Eaſt 
Kinda Company, approved and ratified by the four- 
and-twenty direCtorial tyrants, 4 
This victory being won, Colonel Clive marched to 
Muxadavad, and there placed Meer Jaffier on the 
throne, and ſaluted him Subah, or Nabob, of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orixa, as the reward of his treaſon to his 
Sovereign; and that nothing of that kind might be 
omitted on that occaſion, that treachery was com- 
pleated by the murder of Serajah Dowla in ſecret, 
All this Ae tranſaction was entered upon and 
accompliſhed on the mere ſuſpicion of hoſtile deſigns in 
Serajah Dowla. And yet the h?zaven-born General had 
ſolemnly ſubſcribed the following declaration at the 
concluſion of that treaty which' the Company's ſer- 
vants had now violated on ſuſpicion on). 

&* 1, Colonel Clive, Commander of the Engliſh 
*r land- forces in Bengal, do ſolemnly declare, in pre- 
« ſence of God. and our Saviour, that there is peace be- 
e tween the Nabob, Serajah Dowla, and the Engliſn: 
= they, the Engliſh, coil inviolably adbere to the ar- 
&* ticles of the treaty made with the Nabob : that as 
e long as he ſhall obſerve his agreement, the Engliſh 
* will always look upon his enemies as their enemies, 
* and whenever called upon, will grant him all the 
« aſſiſtance in their er.” And yet theſe very 
Engliſh, without the leaſt pretended cauſe of provo- 
cation, concluded an inſidious alliance with a traitor, 
the worſt of enemies, depoſed his Sovereign and their 


ally, and placed hat rebel on the throne of his mur- 


dered maſter. N 8 
Auri ſacra ſames quid non mortalia petlore coges ? 
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8 the natural conſecuence. ot the treaſon and 

perfidy petpetrated by the preceding tranſacs 
tions, a treaty was concluded between the exalted 
traitor and the heaven-born General, accompanied by 
the Admiral, Governor Drake, and Mr. Watts. As 
Mr. Vanſittart has placed the concluſion of this al- 
liance, after the enthroning the new Nabob, I have 
followed him; but as he has not mentioned the addi- 


| ſonal article included in this paper, I am perſuaded 


that theſe were the terms which. had been ſtipulated 


when the ſervants of the Company firſt agreed with 


Meer Jaffier to aſſiſt his treaſon, and depoſe his maſ- 


ter and zheir unoffending ally. The ee e arti- 


cles form a part of that treaty: 

* That the enemies of the Engliſh were the ene» 
« mies of the Nabob, whether they be Indians or 
Euro 
De! Al the factories and effects belonging to the 
“ French in Bengal were to remain in the poſſeſſion 
of the Engliſh, nor were they ever to be allowed 
any more to ſettle in the three provinces. 

* Recompence, in expreſs ſums, was agreed on to 
6 be paid by the Nabob for the plunder of Calcutta; 
&* and for the charges occaſioned by the maintenance 


& of the forces, he bound himſelf. to give one crore 
„of rupees.” Has the government ever received 


one ſhilling for that part of the expence which was 


incurred by the King's fleet and forces engaged in this 


affair? „ Within the ditch which ſurrounds the bor- 

ders of Calcutta, are tracts of land belonging to 

« ſeveral zemindars (or e who hold tracts of 
«£6 lan 
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* land immediately of the government, on condition 


of paying the rents of them). Beſides this, he 


granted the Engliſh Company ſix hundred yards 
* without the ditch, ' | ; N 

« All the lands lying ſouth of Calcutta, as far as 
* Culpee, ſhall be under the zemindary (the lands 
held by the tenure of paying the rents) of the Eng- 
„ liſh Company, and all the officers of thoſe parts 
* ſhall be under their jurildiftion. 

« Whenever I, Meer Jaffier, demand the aſſiſtance 
of the Engliſh, I will be at the charge of the 
* maintenance of them. | oe” 
As ſoon as I, Meer Jaffier, ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
* in the government of the three provinces, the 
« aforeſaid ſums ſhall be faithfully paid.” _ 

And then as an additional article, On condition 
that Meer Jaffier ſhall ſolemnly ratify, confirm by 
-« oath, and execute all the above articles, which the 
* underwritten, on behalf of the honourable Eaſt 
* India Company, do; declaring on the Holy Goſ- 
* pels, and before God, that we will aſſiſt Meer 
« -Jaffier with all our forces to obtain the Subahſhip 
of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla : 
« and further, that we will aſſiſt him to the utmoſt 
* againſt all his enemies whatever, as ſoon as he calls 
* upon us for that end, provided that he, on his 
4 _— to be Nabob, ſhall fulfil the aforeſaid ar- 
e r 25 ie 

From the latter part of this article, is it not more 


than probable that this treaty was entered into before 


the defeat of Serajah Dowla? The day on which it 
was concluded is not inſerted in the paper from whence 


have tranſcribed the preceding paſſage, though it is 
- faid-to be in the month of June 1737; but whether 


* 


it was before the battle, or ſo ſoon after it, that the 


provinces were not then under the dominion of Meer 
- Jaffier, it is ſelf-evident that theſe lands were 


_ 


tad „„ wo 
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[ 187 5] 
by conqueſt; and moſt probably it was ſtipulated be- 
fore tke battle that they ould be nba by con- 
queſt, This is a truth too coercive to be reſiſted; 
and ia this victory, alſo, I muſt add, that his Majeſ- 
ty's forces. being ngaged, the property alſo of thefe 

0 


lands is the King's, 


t the reaſons already ſo repeatedly 
aligned. | 


By this treaty Meer Jaffier was now to be f uppofted 


againſt all his enemies whatever, and the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, to be 7 to him ; 
and thus the ſubſeribers in behalf of the Company, 


who had aſſiſted Meer Jaffier to dethrone and murder 


his immediate Sovereign, now entered into an alliance 
with him to ſupport his rebellion againſt the Mogul, 
30 whom, by the conſtitution of Indoſtari, he was, 
as Nabob, a ſubject, and could not lawfully hold 
hoſe provinces, nor exerciſe the powers of the Subah- 
ſhip without firſt receiving an authotity from the 
Mogul. And from theſe tranſactions it appears, that, 
to the, obſervation of Mr, Dow, it may be juſtly 
added, that Meer Jaffier was raiſed to the government 
of Bengal by the villanies of the Engliſh. | 
For this horrible tranſaction Col. Clive was re- 
,warded with a jaghire, which produces an annual re- 


venue of thirty thouſand pounds. Let him enjoy it 


By ſubſequent agreements in the ſame and the pre- 
ceding year, and as conſecutive of that being accom- 
pliſhed which had been ſtipulated in the treaty, the 
ow: were ſpecifically mentioned which the Nabob 

granted; among theſe were the ſalt· petre lands in the 


Whole province of Bahar. 


The power of the Eaſt India tyrants being thus 
reinſtated, ſtrengthened, and extended in Bengal, 
their affairs were, during: this time, reduced to, a 
diſtreſsful ſituation on the Coaſt of Coromandel. 

Fort St. David's was taken by the French, and Lag. 
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the French General, had inveſted Madras. Had this 


commander ſucceeded in this enterprize, there can 
exiſt no doubt, that all the victories in Bengal would 
h ve been totally reverſed by forces ſent from Pondi- 
cherry to thoſe parts : but happily at this time Admi- 
ral Pocack arrived with his Majeſty's fleet, and Col. 
Draper with the land-forces; the former prevented 


the French navy, under the command of Monſieur 
D' Ache, from effecting any ſignal ſervice, and by the 
latter the ſiege of Madras was raiſed. Theſe ſuc- 


\ ceſſes, with the ſubſequent victories, not only re-eſta- 


bliſhed the tottering ſtate of the Eaſt India Company, 
but .laid that foundation on which alone their vaſt 
acquiſitions have ſince been ſo enormouſly raiſed, and 


without which the four-and-twenty tyrants would 
ſcarcely have had exiſtence. oak” La 3 
Meer Jaffier was Nabob of Bengal when Mr. Van- 


ſittart arrived to take the government of Calcutta in 
the year 1760. The affairs of that new ally and of 


the Company were at that time in no very proſpe- 
rous ſituation. Many are the inſtances which are 
brought by Mr. Vanſittart to prove that they were 


in that ſtate, and to Juſtify his conduct. But, in 


fact, all theſe are founded on this ſole bafis, that the 
intereſt of the Eaſt India Company required the pur- 
ſuit of thoſe meaſures. which he adopted and eftabliſh- 


ed. How far this is to be conſidered as an adequate 


juſtification, my readers will determine. 


The army of Meer Jaffier was then at Patna, in 


_ «& rebellion againſt the Mogul, and he was ſupported 


« by the Engliſh according to the conditions of the 
« treaty. The troops of the Nabob were all but in 
&« open rebellion, becauſe they were not paid; and 


they threatened to put the Nabob to death. The 


« Engliſh army was not in a much better condition: 


the Nabob was unable to pay the field expences 


<« according to his treaty, and the Engliſh treafury at 
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Calcutta was ſo much drained, that it was with 
« difficulty the current expences could be provided. 
„% The Nabob, however, had aſſigned ſome of his 
4 countries for the payment of the ſums which were 
« due; and, on the reſtoration of the lands, he had 
« pledged in the Company's hands a quantity. of 
<« jewels, which were accepted. But as the Company 
<« would have ſuffered a conſiderable toſs by their alliance 


with the Nabob, and a ſtill more intereſting object 


« for the Engliſh nation in India, the ſucceſs of the 
« undertaking againſt Pondicherry, which- was then 
« inveſted, depended, in a great meaſure, on a ſup- 
« ply of money.” Every conſideration, but that af 
the Company's intereſt, was totally diſregarded. _ 

The ſon of Meer Jaffier, who commanded his 
army, being killed by lightening, and no other to 
ſacceed him, the Governor and council of Calcutta 
determined on the perſon who ſhould undertake the 
adminiſtration of the Nabob's affairs, and ſucceed 


him in the Subahſhip of the provinces; and in this 
manner uſurped that right which does, in reality, 
belong to the Mogul, In this meaſure the Engliſh 
had no authority to interfere; but the intereſt of the 


Company bore down every oppoſition, and juſtice was 


totally unconſidered in the whole tranſaction. 


Mr, Vanſittart and the Select Committee were de- 
termined to place Coffim Aly Cawn in the miniſtry 
of the Nabob's affairs, and to make him his ſucceſſor. 
This Coſſim had married the only ſurviving legitimate 
child of Meer Jaffler. And in this reſolution the 
opinion of Mr. Holwell was followed by the Select 
Committee, The council were, however, divided in 


their opinions, though the Committee were not. Mr. 


Amyatt and Col. Caillaud had written to Meer 
Jaffier, in favour of his infant grandſon, and that 
Raja Rejeballah, late Treaſurer. to the Nabob's de- 
ceaſed ſon, ſhould have the management of affairs 
during his minority, and the negotiations of each 


party 
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party were unknown to the other. Such was the ſtate | 
of things when Coſſim Aly Cawn arrived at Calcutta; | 
and as he came with fears and ſuſpicions of the Na- 1 
bob's diſinclination to him, for the favour already = 
ſhewn him by the Engliſh, it naturally led him to fall TS 
in with any meaſures which might be propoſed by 

them, as a means of ſecuring the continuation of the | » 
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Jame intereſt in his behalf. | = | ; 
By the treaty made with Meer Jaffier, he was to ; 
- Furniſh the Company's forces with a lack of rupees; 5 
' {about tw ve thouſand pounds a month) but as this 7 
was not ſufficient, they diſregarded the expreſs con- 7 
ditions of this ſtipulation, and inſiſted upon a larger 
ſum, and lands to be conveyed to the Company for 0 
that purpoſe. Coſſim Aly Cawn, who was now 3 
treacherouſly negotiating with the Select Committee, Py 
agreed to cede to the Company lands to the yearly 1 
amount of fifty lacks of rupees, upon condition of in 
the Engliſh ſecuring his appointment to the vacant * 
offices of the Nabob's deceaſed ſon, the chief admi- I 
niſt ration of all the affairs of the government under 
Meer Jaffier, and the ſucceſſion to the Subahſhip after 4 
his death. This was, in fact, immediately to become * 
the Nabob of Bengal. 5 
7 | : - ll 
4 
NUMBER XX. 0 
„„ Jan. 19, 1769. "6 
7 E ER Jaffier, not willing to ſupplant himſelf by | 
| in his Subahſhip, by ſtipulating the terms ie 
requned for Coſſim Aly Cawn, nor to be rendered K 
inſignificant during life, agreed to the propoſition, "y 
that his grandſon ſhould ſucceed him. After many PTY 
councils and tranſactions of the Select Committee, it 7 | 
BT >. | was 15 


e lands of Bardwan, Mi 


© WW 7 yy 

vas reſolved to conclude a treaty with Coſſim Aly 
Can on the following terme. 

„ xft, The Nabob, Meer Jafier, ſhall continue in 

« the poſſeſſion of his dignities, and all affairs ſhall be 

« tranſacted in his name, and a ſuitable income ſhall 

e be allowed for his expences. '- | ,- 

 « 24, The deputy government of the Subahſhip 

© of Bengal, Azimabad, and Oriſſa, &c. ſhall be con- 

« ferred by his Excellency the Nabob on Coſſim Aly 


* Cawn: he ſhall be veſted with the adminiſtration 


of all the affairs of the provinces, and: after his 
« Excellency, he ſhall ſucceed to the government. 
« zd. Betwixr us and Coffim Aly Cawn a firm 
* friendſhip and union is eſtabliſned; his enemies are 
gur enemies, and his friends are our my 
. th. The Europeans and Seapoys of the Engliſh 
* army ſhall be ready to aſſiſt the Nebob, — 
« Cawn, in the management of all affairs, and in all 
* affairs dependant on him they ſhall exert them-. 
« 'felves to the utmoſt of their abilities. 3 
« 5th.” For the charges of the Company, and of 
the ſaid army, and proviſiens for the field; &c. the: 
dnapoor, and Chittayong, 
« ſhall be afſigned, and patents for that purpoſe ſhall 


. « be written and granted. 


* 6th. The Company is te ſtand to all loffes, and 
receive all the profits of theſe three countries, and 
e will demand no more than the three aſſignments 
W ; 

„ 5th. One half of the lime produced at Silhet, 


* for three years, ſhall be purchaſed by the agents of 


'« the Company, from the peaple of the government, 


at the cuſtomary rate of that place. The tenants 
and inhabitants of chat place thall receive no in- 


„ 
PETS | 
.* Toth. The meafures for war or peace with the 
Shah Zadaz or the Mogul, and railing ſupplies of 
money, and the concluding both theſe points, ſhall 
„ be 
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« be weighed in the balance of reaſon; and whatever 
« js judged expedient ſhall be put in execution; and 
<« jt ſhall be contrived by our joint councils, that he 


be removed from this country, nor ſuffered to 
«.-any footing in it. Whether there be peace with 


« the Shah Zada, or not, our agreement with Coſſim 
« Aly Cawn, we will, by the grace of God, inviolably 
„ oblerve, as long as the Engliſh Company's factories 
continue in the country.” This treaty was ſigned 
with the Company's ſeal, and by Coſſim Aly Cawn. 
In this deteſtable manner the Select Committee, 
conſiſting of Meſſ. Vanſittart, Caillaud, Sumner, 
Holyell, and M<Gwire, entered, by tteaty, into a 
conſpiracy againſt their ally, with another abandoned 


traitor of his Sovereign, and of his father, and in 


ſupport alſo of a rebellion againſt the Mogul. It is 
evidegt alſo, that though by the firſt article of the 
treaty, Meer Jaffier was to continue in all his digni- 
ties; and Coſſim Aly Cawn was to be Deputy Gover- 
nor; that the Select Committee had forgotten them- 


ſelyes by the time they came to the fourth, for he is 


therein ſtiled the Nabob; and thus the firſt is con- 
feſſedly colluſive and untrue artd yet all theſe enor- 


mities were to be tranſacted by the grace of God. 


This treaty being concluded, the -traitor, Coſſim 


Aly -Cawn, ſet out for Moorſhedabad, and within 


two days Mr. Vanſittart and Col. Caillaud followed 


him, to perſuade the Nabob to comply with theſe . 


oppreſſive and indignant terms of his ſubject. But 
the Select Committee concluding that they would be 
rejected, diſpatched after them the powerful argu- 
ments of two complete companies of military, a 
* company of artillery with four pieces of cannon, 
and Capt. Tably's battalion of ſeapoys; and this 
« detachment was inſidiouſſy repreſented to the Na- 
< bob, as deſigned to reinforce the army at Patna.” 
In anſwer .to the letter of the Select Committee, 
acquainting him with what they had reſolved, the 
FSR Governor 


A K „ K a A „ ww hd at 


5 . 
a a_ 1 . * 
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F 
Governor replied, . 1 have great hopes T-ſhall be 
« able to obtain the propoſed advantages for the 
« Company: obtain them, indeed, I will at all events; 
but J hope, and much wiſh, to get it done with- 
« out exerting any force, | 5 
Mr. Vanſittart and Col. Caillaud, upon con- 
& verſation with Meer Jaffier, diſcovered that he 


never would conſent, without ſome degree of force, 
< to give Coſſim Aly Cawn the means of reſtoring 
“ order to his affairs;” that is, by a voluntary re- 
ſignation of all authority into the hands of his traitor. 

„ Coſſim Aly Cawn alſo was extremely apprehen- 
«& ſive that the Nabob, inſtead of entruſting him with 
& his affairs, would endeayour to get rid of him.” 
And this opinion was juſtly founded on the conſciouſ- 


neſs of his guilt; it was what he righteouſly deſerved, 
what the Nabob ought to have executed, and a million 


pities that it was not effected. 


It was now determinded to depoſe Meer Jaffier, and 
to place in his ſeat the rebel Coſſim Aly Cawn ; and 
in order to aggravate this reſolution of treaſon and 
breach of faith, the deed was to be attended with an 
act of ſacrilege, according to the religion of the 
Gentoos. The night which was, to conclude the 
“ Gentoo feaſt, when all the people of that caſt 
& would be pretty well fatigued with their cere- 
„ monies, was preferred before all others for the ex- 
« ecution of this deſign ; .it was determined there- 
& fore, that Col. Caillaud, with two, companies of 
« military, and ſix companies of ſeapoys, ſhould 
« croſs the river between three and four in the morn- 
“ ing; and having joined Coſſim Aly Cawn, and his 


people, march to the Nabob's palace, and ſurround 


ce it juſt at day-break ; and being extremely deſirous 
« to prevent any diſturbance and bloodſhed, the Go- 
& vernor wrote a letter to the Nabob. Meaſures 
te were at the ſame time taken for ſeizing the perſons 


c of Koonram, Monelol, and Checon, their intention 
1: ol 2 8 


* being 


0 


« heing only to remove thoſe three unworthy Mini- 
« ſters, and place Coſſim Aly Cawn in the full. ma- 
cs hs gh of all the affairs, in quality of deputy 
and ſucceſſor to the Nabgb, _ Ps 

| & The neceſſary preparations being made, the Co- 
<« lonel joined Coſſim Aly Cawn, and marched into the 
« court-yard of the palace. The gates of the inner 
e court being ſhut, the Colonel formed his men, 
and ſent the Governor's letter to the Nabob, who 
« was at firſt in great page, and long thr eatened he 
„ would make what r« iſtance he could, and take his 
„fate. At length, After many meſſages, by means 
* of Mr. Haſtings ayd Mr. Luſhington, the Nabob 
-& finding his perſiſting was to no purpoſe, ſent a meſ- 
« ſage to Coſſim Aly Cawn, that * ready to fend 
* him the ſeals, and all the enſigns of dignity, and 
to order the nobit (or band of muſic, allowed to 
« none but Princes) te he {truck up in his name, 
% provided he would agree to take the whole charge 
of the government upon him, to diſcharge all the 
s arrears due to the troops, to pay the uſual revenues 
« to the King (or the Mogul) to fave his life and 
& honour, to give an allowance ſufficient for his 
* maintenance. All theſe conditions being agreed 
sto, Coſſim Aly Cayn was proclaimed,” And thus, 
inſtead of being Deputy, as mentioned in the firſt 
article of the treaty, he was. made Nabob, according 
to the fourth. „ | | 

In this manner the law of nations, the faith of 

treaties, the honour of the Engliſh, and the dignities 
of human kind, were again inſidiouſly violated to 
depoſe a prince in their alliance, and to place a traitor 
on his throne. And all this was perpetrated becauſe 
the Eaſt India Company would bave ſuffered a con- 
iderable loſs by their alliance with the Nabob. 

Meer Jaffier came to the Colonel, declaring that he 
depended on him for his life. Notice was then 
« ſent. to the Governor, and he came immediately. 
| wack * 
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. The old Nabob met him, and aſked him if his 


<t perſon was ſafe. "The Governor told him, not 


- < only. his perſon was ſafe, but his government too 


<« if he pleaſed, of which it was never intended to 
« deprive him. Meer Jaffier gave no credit to this 
declaration, for Coffim \ly Cawn was declared Na- 
bob. He ſaid, “ that he had no more buſineſs at 
« the city, that he ſhould be in continual danger of. 
* Coſſim Aly Cawn,: and defired permiſſion to live 
<«< at Calcutta. Coſfim Aly Cawn was then ſeated on 
< the throne, and the Governor and the reſt paid him 
he advantages to the Company were great 

The grants under the great ſeal, of the countries 
& of B dwan, Midnapoor, 2 1 Chittayong, were 
„immediately received; as we as that for the lime- 
productions at Silhet: /. very ſevere order was 
« iſfued, forbidding all the bankers and merchants to 
< refuſe the Calcutta rupees, or to aſk any exchange 
<« on them. A ſupply of money was ſent with the 
Colonel for the payment of the troops at Patna, 
and a preſent of three or four lacks of rupees, 
<«< beſides, was expected to be ſent down to Calcutta, 


M0 M in the uſual form. 
cc 


\ 


to help out the Company in their preſent occaſions; 
here and at Madras, and the former balance was to 


be paid monthly, according to the old Nabob's 


agreement.“ | 


Can it be denied that thefe lands were won, by con- 
queſt, when the treaty by which they were granted, 
previous to the depoſing of Meer J affier, was ſtipu- 
lated on the expreſs terms of acquiring them by arms ? 
and the old Nabob was inſidiouſly reduced by military 
force in, his own palace, to ſurrender all his power 
and his dominions into the hands of a rebellious ſub- 


ject, whom the Select Committee had treacherouſly 


pledged themſelves, by the grace of God, to ſupport 
and'enthrone, Theſe lands, therefore, are * 
8 2 : 
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the pr of his Majeſty, n to the e xpre 
N that Lr. by which the h 
twenty tyrants {til} dare illegally to retain them. 

Meer Jaffier, that very night, ſet out towards Cal. 
cutta, where he and his concubines were well re- 
ceived, and maintained at the expence of Coſſim Aly 
Cawn. And in this manner a revolution was effected, 
in one inſtance, like that in England : the ſon-in-law 
and daughter aſcended the throne of the father; and 
in moſt others like that which had been accompliſhed 
in the dethroning Serajah Dowla. In this tranſaction, 
however, there was no bloodſhed nor Nabob- mur- 


dered ; and thoſe were ſolely owing to the non: re- 
fiſtance of Meer Jaffier, for the Governor had deter- 


mined to obtain it all events, This relation is taken 

from the narrative of Mr. Vanſittart; and by that 

publication he proves that he 'was ſolicitous to pro- 

mote the intereſts of the Company alone, whatever 

might be the reflections which he might incur for 

And. the laus of 5 1 ae. and of human 
ind 
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Jan. 20, 1969. _ 
An Account * the expence * loſs wobich the nation hath 
incurred by the Eaſt-India Company, from the year 
1698 to 1768, both mcluffve, and of - what it will 


ſuffer ſhould the charter be permitted to exiſt till the + 7 
year 1780. 


Y the ſtatute in 1698, on which the firſt * 
mentary charter, and all the ſubſequent are ex- 
preſsly founded, there was“ a duty of five per cent. laid 
upon all Eaſt-India conimodities imported; and which 
being received at the cuſtoms, was paid to the Com- 
pany for the ſupport of ambaſſadors, &c. in India. 


This duty, ſo laid, has been ever ſince that time paid by 


the conſumer, and amounts & | L. 

in 10 years on 2, 000, O00 l. to 1,000,000 
And in 60 years on 85 

3,200, ooo l. to — 1 9,600, O00 
Land- forces from 1756 to | 

1766 — 484,73 
Office of Ordnance ac- 1 8 _ 

counts | 197,992 
Granted by Parliament 120,000 
Navy Office accounts — 2,812,770 


For the detachments of 

the train of artillery in 1754 

and 1755 — | 28,048 
200 men per annum, to 

ſupply recruits for the Com- 

pany's forces in Aſia, for the 

firſt 57 years, each man va- 

lued at 151. 2 annum: la- 


bour and life at 12 years 

purchaſe | 2,052,000 
2000 -men ditto, for 14 

years, valued as above — 5,040,000 
Expence and loſs to the na- —— 


tion, excluſive of intereſt 21,335, 545 


th 1 
r ys et 7 


Expence, &c, brought over 9 
An Account of the accumulated intereſt. in t 
tte above ſums, according to the intereſts ; 
which were paid per tent. and the times | - 
in which each ſum was paid, © _ 
Intereſt of 8 per cent. for 10 years on - 
rhe .x/per rent. duty, paid by the con- Y 
ſumer do the Company, vis; on 10,006 l. 
for che firſt year, e 208,050 l. for che 5 
Weond: enèrèaſing r, ο %%. . 5 
Anually; to the roth year 4 440500 
Intereſt for three — wy = 0 
i 1,80, ooo l. above men- N 
tioned, at 6 per cent. with 15 
the ſame intereſt for three a 
years on 160,000). annually * 
envteaſing to 480, oo0 l. in —— 75 
the ſame manner as before — 237, 600 — 
rie, r | * 
Per cent. on 1, 480, ooo l. be- 6 
the 1, O00, oo0 l. and | 5 6 
480,000 l. above mentioned, ng 
with the ſame intereſt for 19 | 2 
years on 160, ooo l. annually - 8 2 
encreaſing to 3,040,000 in | + [ 
the ſame manner as before 2926;606- 5 
Intereſt for 21 years, at 4 5 0 
per cent. on 4, 320, ooo l. he- SD © = 
ing the 1, 480, ooo 1. and | _—_ 
3,040, ooo l. mentioned aà- | : 
Bove, with the ſame intereſtfor | 2 s 
. 21years 0n160,000l.annualy Ren = 
 Enertaling to 3,360,0001. in 5 


the fame manner as before 5, 73, 200 


E 


9 


{ 8 ] 


wy, * 2 N 7 # 
Expence, &c. brought 6yer 2333335645 


Intereſt for 17 years at 3 


per cent. on 7,880,000]. bes- 
ing the 4,520,000l. and 


3,360, ooo l. above mention: 


ed, with the ſame intereſt for . 
17 years on 160,0001. annu- 


ally, encreaſingtoa, 520, ocel. 


in the ſame manner as before 4,75 0 


Intereſt at 8 per cent. an 
36,0001. annually, encreaſ- 


to 684,000 1. the value 
U 200 men yearly for 10 


"Ds at 6 per cent. n 


36,0001. annually, encreaſ- 


ing to 108,009]. the value of 
100 men yearly, far three 


years, with the intereſt on 


260,0001. as ahgve:mentien- 
ed 


7 n bee 
Intereſt at 5 per cent. on 
36,0001. annually, encreal- 
ing to 684,0001. the value of 
200 men yearly for 19 years, 
with the ſame intereſt on 
468,0001. above mentioned 
Intereſt at 4 per cent. on 
36,0001. annually, encreaſ- 
ing to 7 56,0001. the value of 


200 men yearly for 21 years, 


with the ſame intereſt on 
1,152,000. being the 
684.0001. and 468,000 1. 
mentioned as above for that 
time — — 


4 


- 77360. 


786,600 


1,200,000 | | 
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7 Eipperce, &c. broughtover 21,335,545 
Intereſt at 3 per cent. on 
36,0001. annually, encreaf- 
ing to 144,0001. the value of 
200 men yearly for 4 years, 
with the ſame intereſt on 
1, 908, ooo l. being the Is 
756, oool. and the i 152.8051 een 1483 
above mentioned 239,760 | 
Intereſt at 3 per cent. on 7 
36,000 1. annually, encreaſ- prick 
in to 5,040,000]. the value EOS 
2000 men yearly for 14 
years, with the ſame intereſt 
on | 2,052,0001. being the 
144,000l.and the 1, 908, oool. 
above mentioned 


„995,840 | 


18 ,190,680 
Expence and loſs already incurred — 

to the nation incluſive of principal and 

antereſt 


——— — — vp— 


39,520,225 


88S Se w .. 


225 


. I] 
EN pence, Fe. bedechrehe be 25 


T be Account continued, ſhould the Company - 
be ſuffered to exiſt to the end of the term 


Frauted by charter. 

2000 men annually rated for the 11 
years as before NE - 3,960,000 
z per cent. duty on 3-100,000]. annu- 


ally for ditto· - — 1,760,000 
Intereſt for 11 years at 3 . | 

per. cent. on 360,000 l. 

annually, encreaſing to 

3,960, o00 l. to the end of f He | 


the charter 712, 800 
Ditto on 15560, O00l. rated 

at the increaſe of 160, ooo l. 5 

annually - 316,800 


Intereſt on 41335-8441. 
the amount of the expence 
incurred, without reckoning 
intereſt to the end of the 
charter — * 79494715 | "£48 
r ee 5 
This will be the national expence and; 0th 
loſs, ſhould the Company be ſuffered to 
exiſt till the end of their charter — 54,216,540 


Such are the bh tas expence and loſs which this 


nation hath gradually incurred ſince the commence- 
ment of this Eaft- Indi ia Company, to the end of the 
year 1768, and will ſuffer ſhould they be permitted to 
continue till the expiration of the charter. This 
. —— oppreſſion, my countrymen, we have born 
or the ſupport of a trade conſiſting of a capital of 
35200, o00 l. only, and which has been dividing at all 


times 6 per cent. or more, and from the hands of ty- 


rants, excluding their en from their un- 


doubted 


1 246 ] 
doubted ri hts, liberties, and commercial privileges, 
exerting arbitrary power, dethroning Princes who had 
infracted no law of nations or of nature, retaini 
their Sovereign's indiſputable. property, ahd. bidding 
avowed defiance to the legiſlature. * 

It is eaſy to be diſcerned, that the preceding account 
might be greatly encreaſed by juſt charges, by adding 
intereſt upon intereſt in their method of reckonmg. 
And ſince the labouring ſubjects are the rt 
riches of this kingdom, it might be augmented in the 
number of men, whoſe labour has been loſt to the 
nation. In ſuch employments every man engaged 18 
a robber of the public weal: herefore, not only the 
preceding — nds, but every individual employed 
in that commerce is a public loſs; and, in cs view, 
to what would then your expences amount? a 

The Aſiatic trade has at all times been Aaken. 
geous to the ſtate; and it would have been a patriotic: 
act, long ſince, to have ſuppreſſed it; but luxury en- 
creaſing with ſuch wide and: rapid violence, has ren- 
dered the commodities of the Eaft to be ranked amorg 
the neceſſaries of life. And as voluptuouſneſs will 
know no controul, but find the means for indulging 
her ſenſuality, choſe commodities will be procured 
from other nations, and the evil will nevertheleſs 
prevail. On this account it has been thought more 
7 to permit that commerce to be carried on by 

<ngliſh ſubjects, than to receive the like productions 
at more expence from other maritime ſtates. 


But ſhall this tyrannic Company, whoſe produce 


hath tempted you to a vicious indulgence, be raiſed to 


Sovereigns by the vices they have created? Shall the 
oppreſſion we have born, the treaſures we have loſt, 


the blood we have ſpilt in acquiring dominions in 
Aſia, be all converted to the aggrandiſement and ty- 


ranny of a ſet of men, many of whom, from dirt it- 


ſelf, have ſo ſuddenly riſen by fraud, by rapine, and 
by murder, into the exaltation of princely fortunes, 
that, aſtoniſhed with their aſcent, their heads are 

turned, 


6 © & , ico cid. o.vc i 
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turned, and they treat their Sovereign with contempt? 
Even the riches they have brought to this realm are 
a curſe to thè community. Milka ing extravagance 
for liberality, and willing to obliterate the imputation 
of all kind of criminality by prodigality, they care 


not at what-prices” they purchaſe the neceſſaries of 
life; and thus advancing them on the poor and in- 


duſtrious; extend that oppreſſion into England which. 
they exerciſed with ſuck cruelty in India. Are ſuch 
men the proper repreſentatives of a free people? No: 
let the nation univerſally enjoy the advantages, which 
even their vices can prodyce, and which their courage 


and their ſuffermgs deſerve; and wreſt the iron 


ſceptre from the hands of thefe imperious, low- born 

oligarchs. VVV * 
Beſides the preceding articles which are omitted in 

the account, there is nothing eſtimated for the land 


and naval forces in the King's ſerviee, which have 


been employed in wars anterior to the laſt. Should 


all theſe particulars be added to the preceding ſum, to 
what Exceſs would it not amount? But there is al- 


ready more than ſufficient to excite one univerſal de- 
teſtation againſt theſe inſolent uſurpers; your repre- 


ſentatives will not permit theſe audacious ſubjects to 


diſpute their Sovereign's eee with. himſelf and 
the legiſlature : they will not fuffer ſuch indignities to 


be fo confidently offered to therhſelves without à juſt 
reſentmnent for ſuch unprecedented inſolence. Will 


they protract the extirpation of the people's oppreſ- 


ſions, retard the ſalvation of the kingdom, and ratify 
the uſurpation and power of four- and- twenty tyrants ? 
If they are Britons, they will not forget their coun- 
try's cauſe, their Sovereign's dignity and right, and 
their ow]n honour and happineſs, 


P. S. To-morrow the account of the vaſt advan- 


tages which the Company muſt acquire by retaining 

the lands, and the injuries which the King and nation 

muſt ſuffer by permitting them. 2 
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HE, account | Rated, in ** NM paper is i 
ſuch as cannot be reaſonably objected to, I will t 
tw: conſider it in a comparative view, which may n 
ſerve to illuſttate the ſutzef! | 
| The annual intereft on 8 
39,526, 200 l. the loſs and q 
expence which the nation ' | * 
hath fuffered to the PPP 1 
Mae, < © ff 
The value of Engliſh and EE, 
other commodities ae ac Sap 6 * 
* Exporred, : - [785,77 $69 : di 
Deduct the latter frojh d the ch 
former, and che intereſt ex- | * d; 
ceeds the exports by — | 405,015 pg 
Duties on Eaſt Fridia goods 5 
" ahnually imported on a me- mot BA | of 
dium of 10 years — 338,732 3 
Deduct the z; per cent. . i oy 
to the Company, for the ſup- : 
port of Arrbafanors, &c. on e . e 64 
3.200, 000 l. — 160,000. 378,732 - 
| Inteteſt of expence exceeds 8 PO X 
che duties ß — 80054 7 
> 0 4;200,000 borrowed by government, accord - an 
ing to the loſs the nation has already ſuſtained, there ny 
is paid upwards of 28 per cent. exclufive of zhe three lar 
er cent. which 1s paid on the ſum of 4,200, 000 l., 1 
Beſides the preceding particulars, the duties paid tra 
to government are leffened by the drawbacks on Eaſt- : 
" India goods exported, which. cannot be eſtimated, be- 
cauſe oak no ſeparate: ACCOUNT of them kept at the 
<Q ſe. 
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The territories, acquired „„ 
in Bengal, are allowed 77 „% © ond 
the Company to produce an- ob, 0 
nually, tree of all expences i, 300, %. 

The territories lately ac- 
quired in the Myſore and 
Carnatic countries, will pro- 
duce a clear 2,000,0001, an- 
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the Eaſt- Indies, on a me- 
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The bullion, on a medium 5 


1758, and when the 
was on the old footing 


* Hope” preceding ſum 8 
1, 456,99 11. annually ex 
ported, paid all the . 
of the fleets, armies, factories, 


and ſervants in the Comp ts « : 
ny's ſervice, both in 7 „ 
land and Aſia, and there re- . | „ 
mained a clear profit on 1e e 
trade — — PN. 499,000 .. Ws 
Since the. acquiſition of” . 3 
the Bengal dominions, the. __ ae „„ 
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exported: That ſum is in- n 
veſted in goods in Aſia, d. 5 gh 
brought home to England, ire Bll 2 
and may be conſidered "as _ , PIR; reb BAIL. tþ 
clear profits, becauſe i It Is a * be 110 
clear produſ.e , n e 
The expence of the ariny © ; 
being paid by the revenues of 5 C1 ft i boi 
Bengal, and 1,300,0001.'of ', 7&9 
char revenue remaining clear © nnn 
ern Xa un 
alteration, the bene 
only fave that charge on their, . 
ms but invell tharexpelice end 
s alſo: and this, A 1 1 Dim ng "1 | 
the 3 8 Act 5 
Hence it appears, that the * bn ods 
Company can eaſily, inveſt © © 2 
1,086,4351. annually'in Ti. © 0 
dia commodities, which will nag fot; ad. 
produce in England, toge- alt tod rin & to 
ther with the old profits 2 . 
400, oool. to be — th; 3 120 Org 10 IN TI0 28 
*yided, the ſum of 1 486, 433 
VA chiefemofs 486,435 paw” iq. M1 
will be returned as above, e? © Se het 
an export of the merchan. 
dize only, which is 820, 561. 
and eee 0 4059154 bits 
capital which is neceſſary to 
carry on their trade annually | SE TION 
for the future. 0 | 162329 6 DILL 
Thus the money inveſted © Dy bet 
in s, amounting to — ng gz a 
he clear revenues to — 3,000,000 | 
The profits according. to ene | a 
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But as the bullion of the Aſiatic reve. 


nues is inveſted in the place of the dul : | : 
non formerly exported, that ſum is to 
be conſidered as part of the clear reve- © 


nues, and 646,4351. is to he deducte!t 
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| 4,850,000 + 
From this ſum of 3, 8 30, ooo l. deduct _ 
the ſums inveſted in India, and brought | 
home to England — — 1,086,435 


There will then remain in India — 3,850,000 
Should the Company be permitted ta 

continue their trade on the payment of 

400,000], yearly, that ſum muſt be de- 


ducted from the money brought home 


by inveſtments, and gotten by profits, 
which being 1,486,4351. there will then 
annually ariſe to the Company in Eng- 
land a clear produet of — — 1,086,435 


The remainder in India of 3,850,0001. is to be 


employed as the Company may pleaſe. 


The difficulties which at preſent apparently em- 
barraſs the Company in the payment of the 400, oool. 
are ſuch as haye ariſen in part from their miſmanage- 
ment, but chiefly from a premeditated deſign, in or- 
der to have the pretext of offering objections to the 


paying any larger ſum to government, and by theſe 


means to obtain their purſuits on the payment of that 
ſum for the future. But as all theſe difficulties will 
be certainly” rene ved as ſoon as they think fit, the 
power of that removal being in their own hands, 


their affairs muſt then be eſtabliſned in the preceding 


manner. Ft 
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